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PART in. 



A R OM this temporary death I was at 
laft recalled by a found that made me wi(h 
it had been indeed eternal ; the voice, the 
tremendous voice of Williams. Of whac 
fiorrors was my foul inftantly fufceptible ! 
Whac dreadful images fwam before chofe 
eyes I hardly duril open I Fearfully at 
length I call them around— I faw I had 
been conveyed into the great room of our 
Re(!efsj facred once to piety and inno- 
cence, but now, alas ! the Ihclter of f 
pine, perhaps of murder. A number 
Vol. II. B 
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ill-looking ruffians ftood ready to fulfil 
the worft commands of their ferocious 
confederate, who vcich malignant joy con- 
templated two hopelefs vi£);ims unpitying 
heavqn f^emedj to havq^ dcljvcred epjirely 
to his vengeance. I gave myfelf up for 
loft— »j)!/J^— I alike gave up Lord Lei- 
cefter ; who thus difarmed and furround-^ 
ed, colleded his foul in filence, and re* 
fumed the m^jt^ic air w^iqh once could 
awe even this villain to fubordination. I 
every where pr rrggcdauicaiieqiLof inftru- 
ments, namelefs to me, which I confi- 
4er<d. a$ the means of torturp . and 'of 
^eathj and only fupplicated thq Almighty, 
to fpare us the; firft, f^nce to avoid the. 
letter I fuppofed a£rjuitlefs prayer. 

*' You fe^ at.laflf, cried the exulting vil-J 
\^ng fortune's wheel has made its circle, 
^nd. my. turn is come, Lprd Lciqefljer. — 
Ho.Wr cQuJd. you hope to conquer; i man 
V^hpfe all wa^ courage ? Neither Sir Fran- 
cis, nor even Elizabeth, could long con* 
fioc on? who dar?s precipitate himfelf 
*h,c ocean in fcarch of freedom % nor, 

ad^cd 
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added he in an ironical tone, that I (hall 
fail to requite my obligation to you." 

Lord Lejce^qr replied but withaloolq; 
a look fo fuperior^ contemptuous, and ' 
collefted, that it wrought the rage of Wil- 
liams to a ftill higher pitch ; who turned 
towards me, malignity burning in every, 
fear of his horrid face, *^ you are welcome 
hpme, fis^ir la^y, continued he, though 
your vifit is an unexpeded favor^ without 
the idle train too which once attended 
this idle favorite. Yo\i fee we have made 
a, little free with your hallowed manfion, 
but the faints take all in good part. Do, 
you not enquire after your foftcr-fathcr ? 
he would tell us no tales, nor will he ever 
now tell you one^" Oh I Anthony, I fhud- 
dcrcd in filence for thee, thou venerable 
mprdered friend ! ** Monftcr, burft forth 
Lord Leicefter^ haft thou with unexam* 
pled cruelty butchered an Anchorite?". 
** I always work fafely, returned he -, ydu, 
have only faved me the trouble, for never 
would I have refted 'till by fome artifice 
I had drawn you once more hither^ ar 
B2 C 
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God, ypu fcc, moll gracioufly has fcnt 
you." 

*' Blafpheme not thy Maker, oh cruel 
wretch» fighed I in a tremulous accent ; ' 
juft, though feverc, arc. aU his ordina- * 
tions ; and lo, with fad fubmiflion, I take ' 
the dt^ath appointed me even' from thy ; 
hands." • 

•' No, cried he, though you are not the 
haughty beauty I adored, yet, aa the wife 
of that imperious lord, you become but a 
more perfeft means of cxquifite revenge." 
' The nature of that revenge blazed in 
his countenance — my heart turned to' 
niarble within me. I railed my eyes to- 
wards heaven in fpeechlefs agony, then^ 
rivettihg them on Lord Leicefter, found 
life recede too faft, for my ear to diftin- 
guifli one word of that bitter indignation, 
which the voice it loved fo loudly uttered. 

I almoft doubted whether my fcnfes wer^ 
indeed returned, when I found myfelf in- 
volved in impenetrable darknefs* The' 
piercing figh of fom'e one near me was the 
only found that broke the ftrllnefs of the* 

-r.ht. ** If, cried I in*a feeble tor.e, that 

is 
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is the voice to which my heart was bom 
to vibrate, oh tell me, beloved Leicefter^ 
whether the fcene which yet fwims before 
my fight was real or a vifioii?'* •* Gra* 
cious heaven ! returned he in a voice yec 
more piercing, you breathe again, my 
fouPs beft treafure ! the long, long faiat* 
ing caufed by the threats of that execra- 
ble monfter, and which held daring your 
removal into this dungeon, gave me hopes 
that you had finally efcaped a face too hor- 
rid for rcflcdion. O dire extreme of 
dsfpair aod'mifery when I am condemned 
to wi(h you dead ! and yet what elfe can 
deliver yew ?r-yct think not, Matilda,' I 
fear to follow ;— ah no ! the brft blood 

' burning ip this bofom ihduld joyfully em« 
balm you ; but the thoughts of all which 
may precede that moment, almoft urges 
ine to dafli my diftraftcd brain againft 
the ftone s on which I lie, and (hortcn my 
own fufiFcrrings, fince hopclefs of averting 
yours." *' Call up your fortitude, your 
rrafon, your religion, rc?turned I in a firmer 
voice ; (an emotion which united all^ thc^ 
fcntiments difFufing itfelf through 

• frame) dare I accufc the Almighty o 
B 2 iui 
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liirpfifc nnd «glt!itidn, biw pitying Provi- 
derfcc'dcprivt^a Mr of her ftnfes ?" "Ah 
'HO, k k God himfelf who h&s ilHimined' 
Wid»>, faMer^ 1 at hft -, ^hbt durtgeoa 
lias inah yet difcavercd the Almighty 
'ttirthot'? you have-often heard, my love, 
Hif 'dtte c^Wimunication from the Recefs 
Ho Che 'Abbey : <:lofed Up on the death 
^bf Mr?. Marlow, it wa!s never opened 
«tffc(fr, rior Vvas it known to that horrible 
villam Wrlliahis ; 'this diimal den tron* 
rtains'ft, and we tread on 'the orily fpot in 
the creation which could (better us from 
ifc Tbffiabs. In the corner on the right 
haitdy covered ivith lumber, placid long 
fittce on purpdfe, you will find a trap 
^oor; if you hatvc itrength to riife it, 
ftrorig faftenings will feeure it on the 
ptKer 'fide> at leaft till we reach the Ab- 
bey, Oh thou, added I, devoutly riaifing 
my eyes, who alorte couldft preferve us, 
coticinue thofc fiafhes^ more welcome than 
ever yet the fun was." 

Imprtflcd folely with the prefent dan- 
ger, it was not till we had defcended 
icto the vaults, and faftened that blefled 

door 
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^oor bctw^een diiffelvcs and the baiiditci, 
*thac cither feccUc^ed v/h'at wc tnight ^^- 
prchchci Si tKe Ab'bey. 'A'flurcrd 'ihat notic 
^bdt'ah dpultnt owner could refidc fn'aTcac 
ToTpIcriciid, we vainly racked imagination 
to dircoVcr irs prefent poflciHjr; yet per- 
Vuadcd even our wofft enemies w6uld rcf- 
cueus with pleafure fr(5m a peril fo near- 
ly cohne'&ed with themfclvcs, wc we're 
obliged to defy every other. iThe houfe- 
ke^per's room, into which the paflage led^ 
was empty, yet fcattered furniture, &c. 
indicated inhabitants. I hailed, with true 
devotion, that power who gave mc once 
more to fee the foft luftre of the moon^^ 
which on the fubfiding of the ftorm dif- 
fufed fercnity. Retaining in his hand the 
bar (which had been one fattening of the 
Abbey entrance) as the only weapon in 
his power, Lord Leiccfter followed my 
trembling fteps ; they turned intuitive)/ 
to the apartment of Mrs. Marlow; ah 
that there I could have found her! I 
paufed at the door of the ami-chamber^ 
and my heart fickencd with defpondency-r 
knowing that there was an immediate ner 

ceflif- 
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God, yQu fee, moft gracioufly has fcnt 
you." 

" Blafpheme not thy Maker, oh cruel 
wreccb» fighed I in a tremulous accent ; ' 
juft, though feverc, arc. al) his ordina- * 
tions ; and lo/ with fad fubmiflion, I take 
the dt^ath appointed me even from thy ' 
hands." . 

•• No, cried he, though you are not the 
haughty beauty I adored, yet, as the wife 
of that imperious lord, you become but a 
more perfcft means of cxquifite revenge." 
' The nature of that revenge blazed in 
his countenance — my heart turned to' 
xiiarble with:n me. I railed my eyes to- 
wards heaven in fpeechlefs agony, then* 
rivctting them dn'Lord Leicefter, found* 
life recede loo faft, for my ear to diftin- 
guifli one word of that bitter indignation^ 
which the voice it loved fo loudly uttered. 

I almoft doubted whether my fenfes wer^^ 
indeed returned, when I found myfelf in- 
volved in impenetrable darknefs. The 
piercing figh of fomc one near me was the 
only found that broke the ttrllnefs of the" 
night. ** Ifi cried I in a feeble tor.e, that 

is 
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is the voice to which my heart was bora 
to vibrate, oh tell me, beloved Leicefter, 
whether the fcene which yet fwims before 
my fight was real or a vifiori?'* •• Gra« 
cious heaven ! returned he in a voice yec 
more piercing, you breathe again, my 
foul's bed treafure ! the long, long faint* 
ing caufed by the threats of that execra- 
ble monfter, and which held during your 
removal into this dungeon, gave me hopes 
that you had finally efcaped a fate too hor- 
rid for reflcdion. O dire extreme of 
d^fpair aodmifery when I am condemned 
to wiih you dead ! and yet what elfe can 
deliver you ?r-yct think not, Matilda,' I 
fear to follow j — ah no ! the b^ft blood 
' burning ip this bofom ihould joyfully em- 
balm you ; but the thoughts of all which 
may precede that moment, almofl: urges 
me to dafli my diftrafted brain againfl: 
the ftoncs on which I lie, and (horten my 
own fufFcrings, fince hopclefs of averting 
yours," ** Call up your fortitude, your 
rrafon, your religion, returned 1 in a firmer 
voice ; (an emotion which united a!l^ thofc 
' fcntlments difFufing itfelf through my 
franif ) dare I accufc the Almighty of in- 
B 2 iuftlcc ? 



14. T^E ^^q^^s, &c.. 
Icigb f'V cri^d 'hoT^Lclfjzfi^r difddinfully^ . 
Sixih, G&l?/"g>. rej^Mi, "he, fpr,tuna;dy, 
iSj«jW)Wt^ not; c^n. y^Qja^ ^>{er I??, unfaft; in 

knp^ npC tp, M^hofT^j yoy fpp/alc, cri.ed. I, . 
in.tqri} ;^ al^s, Mif&.Cecil,. do yoa lljjl re- 
iq):itib€^ tl)€; fxjendfhip ypu |>a,ve fo often, 
profeQjfd^ fgic, t,he unfortunate. Matilda ? 
EvQivhas % lamented thejad ncccflity of. 
vpiliijg hcj, f^tci fjrorx) a hea<:t fo noble j; 
ajfcc^pi; th^iv a? this un^^qitjfted rnopient^^ 
that, coafi^dqice I always, longed to placq. 
19 y^OUt aod t^ll rap wl^pthc/ you, ftili <;a.q 
rcfolye to Igye he/^ vyh9^w^s thic wjfe of, 
Iy.<j(rdl lyeiceftcr lorig e/e fbe fa^vf you ?. her,. 
who a,t this moiine/it re,nders. him a fugitive, 
ia his o^jLn country ?'* Mifs Cecil's difr. 
tref^ul ey^s wandered frotn him to mje^ 
{qx fame nniQi;n^i^t3^ in fileA9et then taking 
a hand of each* ih^ firft. ki^ed> and ^^£9*-*. 
ward; uniting them> faid v(ich a. Spartai^ 
ftrronefe, '* my friend 1" bu^ turning in-, 
ftantly from hin) to hid?, her glpwing 
cheeks and impa^Qivned tears in my bofom^ 
fobbed out, ** my. deliverer !'* Her beauty, 
(which was rendered more obvious by her 

dif. 
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difordered' appear ance, the aifijm.hixing 
compelled her torife aiKi>hai£dn:is hcrfelfj 
her. innocence andj bee genero(ky. appear* 
cd-at k(b a little to.afl^ Lord Lei£dkc# 
M^ho had hitherto fliewn her an indiflFcicncc 
alrnoflr amounting to difguft. *^ I^ rcfoaios 
with you. Madam, returned hq in a fotce^ 
voice, now to become* rnine^ Mifs Cecil 
no longer fees the worfiiipped* fayopruc 
of an imperious Queen. U<nite<i alik^ hjL 
choice andilaw to the dear cocnpaoiofLof 
my dangers, ^ chain of opcurcenccs n> 
duces us to efcape bjr^ unknown means 
from England; and with thp utmoft dit 
patchy Ncvcrthelcfs, thofc. cv^o Eiiza^ 
beth's rage might have fpared, were only 
an hour ago devpted by that lifelefs viU 
lain. Efcaped^ this monient almolb from 
a deiv of flai^ghtcr, hardly caa we cell 
whether the banditti, of whom this was 
the ringleaiJer, arq not now furrounding 
us. Summon all your courage and your 
domeftics, and while providing for your 
own fafety, I need not folicit you to re- 
member ours." " Whca I forget it, may 
1 be condemned, to fee you pcrifli !" crkd 

ihc. 
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Ihf. Then turning to me» with that tn- 
iiocent candour which eminently didin^ 
gui(hed her, fought a pardon in my eyes. 
Colleding ail her thoughts, fhe continued^ 
in a few monneots— *^ Aftonifhed as I 
muft be, both at your circumftances and 
your vifit, my noble friends, curioficy 
yields to frieodlhip. With the morning 
I expeft my father, nor is there any fafecy 
for you but immediate flight ; ncverthe* 
lefs, this dagger with which you fay wc 
are environed, muft be the firft confidera* 
tion/' I then explained to her the fecrec 
of theRecefs; the direful miftake which 
had thrown us into the power of ic^ pre* 
fent diabolical tenants, and the defpera* 
tion which the difcovery of our efcape^ 
with the means by which it was effc^ed, 
muft inevitably caufe : except indeed the 
lofs of Williams (hould abate their fero* 
city. While I talked, I frequently pcrr 
ceived her mind wandered on another 
fubjeft. She furveycd the difguifcd pcr- 
fons, and pale faces of both my Lord and 
me, a thoufand times over; by fits flie 
fliook with horror at the ftory I was re* 

lating. 
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lating, and by flarts (he forgot I had 
been fpeaking^ and obliged me to go 
back in my tale. Employed folely in 
concerting the means of fccuring our 
fafety, her own fecmed hardly a confider- 
btion. Such is the nature of love in the 
mind of a virtuous woman, " 1 fee, faid 
Ihe, (when I had finilhed) the ncctflity 
for fome body's appearing, to account to 
my fcrvants for the difcovery of the vift 
Uins, I fee too, that Lord Leicefter can- 
not be the perfbn, for who can faiJ to 
know him ?" The inference thus tenderly 
conveyed was obvious j one mud be feen, 
but I could not rtfolve to be that one 
without a difmay which furpafled com- 
plaint. ** Yes, my dear Matilda, added 
Ihe, we muft part with him for a little 
time; but you will rejoin him for life. 
By the ordination of Providence, as I could 
almofl: fuppofe, the fon of my nurfe is 
TiOw in the houfe, a young man over whom 
that circumftance gives me a powerful in- 
fluence ; againft the choice of his friends 
he embraced a fea-faring life, till he ac- 
quired money -enough to purchafc a fmall 
Vol. II. C vcf- 
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vcffcl» with w^ich be trades between the 
coafl: pf Devon&ire and that of France h 
but already difgufted at the profeOion he 
chofe, it was only ycfterday he arrived here 
to folicic n>y incertll with my father (o 
procnote him in a civil line. Say not then 
Heaven jfrowns on your STght, fince it 
plainly points out a iccure mode qf efcape^ 
I cannot but difcern that every avenue to 
Holland muft be effcdually clofed, buc 
who could think of tracing you to the 
diftant and obTcure coaft of JDevonflbire i 
It is true the journey is long^ but to com- 
pcnfotc for that, you muft recoiled that \t 
is fafc. The travels of Arthur have been 
confined to the road by which he conduA^ 
you, and his connedions are doubtlefa 
among people who will furnifli you wich 
evtty. common comfort, without having 
curiofkyy or undcrftandingj to penetrate 
Ibrough I he niyftcry of your rank. I fee 
too what your cxprcfiivc eyes, my dear 
Matilda, would point Out— the impofli- 
bility of long concealing the (hare 1 have 
had in your fate, fince how clfc can your 
miraculous appearance here, or the tcrri* 

ble 
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ble death of mj midnight vt£tor be ao. 
counted for ? but what of that ? (he ge^ 
neroufl/ added, afcer a moment's pauic» 
much oughtco be ventured when our all 
is at ftake,** " I have expeded every mo^i 
ment, faid mv Lord, fome dreadful inters 
ruption from the reft of thefe wretches.** 
•* No, returned Mils Cecil, I have every 
reafon to imagine this villain wasalo^es 
when fird, by his entrance, 1 Darned 
from the flumber into which I was fallings 
I began colle&ing my purfe, and every 
ornament near me : he rejeded them all, 
and compelling me to rife, commanded 
me with terrible imprecations to conduA 
him to the private cabinet, where my fa** 
thcr concealed his ftate papers: hoping, 
doubclcfs, by poficfling them to leara 
many fecrets, which might enfure his owiv 
pardon, for that mud have been his ulti- 
mate objedt. I knew the charaSer of my 
father (o well as to debate whether I ihould 
not rather give up my life than a truft fo 
precious, when the terrible intervention of 
Lord Lciceftcr releafcd me from thecon- 
flidl. Yet I agree with you, that a momens 
C z ought 
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ought not to be loft ; and firft let tne lock 
up the room which contains fo (hocking 
«a teftimony, that more than on^e man has 
intruded there at midnight." Confcious 
of her own merit, (he encountered even 
the eye of Lord Leiceflcr without tre- 
mor,* who could not but admire in her 
at that moment all the magnanimity and 
forclight which enoblcs man^ with every 
fofter grace- that half deifies woman. For 
my own part I clafpcd her to my bofom, 
declaring tliat I could never love her more 
than I did long ere this proof of her me- 
rit/' " This is the only topic dangerous 
JO either, returned (he, a tear beatifying 
her fmilc, we will all love one another 
as well as we can. But now^ my Lord, 
attend to the next ftep, if you dare rely 
on my diredion; we will conduct you to 
ihe door leading to the garden ; make 
your way over the wall on the fide far- 
theft from the wood ; a mile beyond, you 
will find a bridge ; wait near it in filence ; 
Arthur (hall firft hide a horfe for you, 
and then fet out on another, to convey 
xhis lady, as if to her home,, in fome ad« 

jaccnf 
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jacent village ; the confufion attending 
the difcovery of the vaulted paflage will 
render the faaiily, moft probably, inac^ 
teniive either to her prefence or departure, 
and ere they are enough at leifure to difr 
cover Williams, or form any dangerous 
conjc&ure, you will both be, I hope, 
beyond the reach of difcovery or purfuit. 
But ohr my Lord ! if you Would have 
cither of the trembling wretches nbw be* 
fore you furvive this night of horrors, uft 
the ftrideft caution in feeking your ap* 
pointed ihelter, nor leave it till you bear 
the voice of Matilda. 

Lord Leicefter promifedj and con- 
dufling him foftly through the houfe, we 
reached the door leading to the garden* 
All the horrors of the paft were fhort of 
what 1 felt at that moment. After the 
dangers I bad (bared and efcapcd with 
my Lord, to fee him depart, was to quie 
my guardian angel, or to deprive him 
of his: yec convinced that iVIifs Cecil 
was actuated by the fame fearful- affec- 
tion, I yielded to the defpcrate emer- 
gency. The clofmg of the door after 
C 3 him 
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bim fevered the hearts of both ; tt was 
then only we knew the ftipport we had 
tkrived from his prcitoce ; wan, fpccch* 
Ms, belplefs^ we durft hardly turn our eyes 
on any objeA but each other, nor utter a 
figh but it fwetled into a groan ; and the 
ghaftly body of Williams feemcd forever 
to impede our footfteps^ floattng the path 
with blood. Mifs Cecil took the only 
pofiible method to divert our terrors, and 
jfoon roofing a few terrified domefticks^ 
comoMnded them to fummon all the fa- 
mily : a command which needed no repe- 
tition, A few minutes gathered together 
eighteen or twenty men^ fufficientty arm- 
ed to iecure us from any perfonal danger* 
I cooduded the whole aftonifhed body to 
the private door, through which I had en- 
tered i I defcribed the place to which it 
kd» and touching ilightly on my own 
danger and cfcape, recommended to them 
that profound filence the villains had 
|>referved towards us with fuch fatal fuc-^ 
etfs« During this time, Mifs Cecil fe« 
kded the man fhe mentioned to us» and 
retiring mio the next room, gave bin 

her 
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tier orders unobferved^ fo entirely did 
both my appearance and ftrange ftory 
eogrofs the attention of every individual 
belonging to the family. Mifa Cecil 're- 
joining us» ordered them to dividc» tnd 
that while half remained to guard the 
houfe, the reft (hould defcend, and pafling 
into the dungeon from whence I camew 
vait the return of the bandittj, and feize 
them one by one as they entered^ Thia 
conclusion of the adventure greatly damp* 
ed the ardour of the group, but afhamed 
to recede from a place^ through wjiich I 
had efcaped apparently alone, they depart- 
ed in fo numerous a body as might al-* 
moft fill the den in which 1 waa lately en« 
clofed, the few who remained hovering 
near the entrance, fokly intent on the event 
of the enterprize. Arthur, in the inter* 
im, having the full command of the fta- 
blesj made ready two borfes in the man- 
ner already mentioned, and Mifs Cecil 
with her ufual forcfight, overwhelmed me 
with refreihments^ which a Hitle invigo- 
rated my cxhaufted frame : nor did (he for- 
get to provide Arthur with fuch as might 

C4 



H THE RECESS, &c. 

recruit my* Lbrdi felc£ling from her own 
warch-obe, linen and every neceflary the 
time and occaGon admitted. Impatiently 
1 cxpefted the fummons to depart, whicfii 
waff preceded by a mcffage from the Re- 
ccfe, that all was hitherto entirely filent, 
anU the door fattened as when we left ir, 
a circumftance^which appalled my inmoft 
fouj^ as it feemed to leave us ftill in the 
reach of the mercil'cfs banditti. With 
mingled tears of grief and hope, I em^ 
braced that generous friend I never more • 
might fee, and quitting the once hofpi- 
taWe manfion, which feemed of all the 
univerfe the only home my heart acknow- 
ledged, I feated myfelf behind a guide, 
whofe fun burnt features foftencd into a 
compaffion, few indeed could at that mo- 
ment have denied me. The moon Ihone 
forth with rcfplendentluftre, and our road 
being in a contrary direftion to that which 
before cnfnared us, I recommended my- 
felf to Heaven, and anxiouffy expe(Scd' 
the meeting with my Lord. We had not 
proceeded far when that dear proteftor 
(who had in fearful affcdlion for mc de- 
fied 
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fied his own danger, and returned almoft 
to the Abbey) ftaf ted from under a clump 
of trees, and with a voice that dillipated 
terror, welcomed my return to freedom^ 
and fprung upon the horfe our guide had 
before led for him. Such is the efiedl of 
an evil efca^ped, that I almoft forgot my, 
excelEve fatigue, and could have fancied 
myfclf fafc. 

Recent circumftances at firfl: occupied 
my thoughts, and during the intervals of 
Glence, the addition of a ftranger muft 
naturally impofe, nny imagination once 
more returned to . the dungeon : it pidtur-^ 
ed the fear and horror the wretches then^^. 
felves muft in turn feel, when unknowa 
hands condemned them to a fate like that: 
they had allotted to us. Again I wandered* 
to the Court J I feemed to fee Elizabeth 
burning with embofomed rage, while the 
helplefs noble Ellinor became as its imme« 
diate, its. only objeft. I greatly relied on 
the watchful friend(hip of all the Sydneys^ 
but hardly could I hope even that would, 
rcfcue her from the Queen. I knew the 
kttcr Lord Lcic^ffter had ordered to be 

de- 
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delivered to Elizabeth two hours after out 
departure, would inftiHiby explain to her 
the fircret of our marriage; which of 
kfelf confuted the tale he had adTanced 
concrrntng our birth : nor could I doubt 
but that every artifice would be praAifed 
to unfold the whole myftery ; and, alas f 
Ungenerous minds too often fatten on the 
vidioi cruel fortune puts mott into their 
power. 

Yet in the hafte and confuSon attend* 
ing our flight, we had found it impoffible 
^o unite my filler in k : neither at thac 
ufthappy jtmfture could Ihe be found, 
and all the care we could fliew for her 
fafety, was to recommend her in the moft 
ilrenuous roanncr to chofc few ftiends we 
expe&td the difcovery would leaire us. 
While Ellinor bad the refolutfon to retarn 
her own fecret^ we knew die power of the 
Quern could not reach her^ and the 
ftrengib and forefight (he had ac many 
times (hewn, perfo^ded mie that fl^c was 
equial even to this hardtft of crrals. Yec 
cofild 1 think of the iafdenc iMerroga* 
totries, abd contumely Sbe fOuA iaentabty 

en- 
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encounter, without a bleeding heart ? to 
be the gaze of every eye— the objeft of 
every tongue*— oh greatly did (he need 
the confcioufnefs of innocence^ the pride 
of royalty, to fuftain her ! 

It had ever been our plan, if fortunate 
enough to efcape fafely into France, to 
remain Rill in difguife *till couriers frotn 
England could inform us how far the 
plot of Babington, and particularly Lord 
Leicefter's knowledge of* it, had tranC- 
pired. If it ^appeared his (hare in that 
icheme was undifcovered, my Lord might 
l^ith fafcty avow Jhimfelf ; as marrying 
privately was a crime only in the eye of 
Elizabeth, And knowing too well that her 
favourites ought ever to confidcr their in- 
fluence as precarious, Lord Lciecftcr had 
long fince fcattcrcd large fums in the 
hands of different merchants in various 
kingdoms, as a rcfource, he now found 
his only oiie: nor was it infufficient. If, 
on the contrary, we learnt Elizabeth had 
dived into that dangerous myllery which 
be was cenfurable only for concealing, 
by the charge of treafon, Ihie could per- 
haps 



a8 THE,RECES5,..&c. , 

baps affed his fafety in France^ nay al-' 
moft in Europe, and to preferye his lifc^ 
fome d^fguife mud ftill be maintained 
xfhWc hers lafted. 

Though feparated in infancy from every- 
one allied to me, nothing could ever de* 
tach my heart from family claims; not 
daring to look towards my mother, I had 
always paflionately defired to fee the fole 
furviving lifter of my father, Margaret 
Lady Mortimer. Educated with the late 
Queen in the CathoFick perfuafion, fhe 
had married a general, and with him held 
many diftingui(hed places under Philip 
and Mary. The revolution both in po- 
liticks and religion caiifed by the accef« 
. fion of Elizabeth, was fatal alike to her 
^honors and her plcafurcs. General Lord 
i^lortimer followed the widowed king ta 
Spain, and xaifed on his favour a fortune 
that gave him power, to fix his own fate, 
when death fuddenly decided it. His re- 
, lift retired to Rouen in Normandy, where 
his fiftcr was then Abbefs, leaving her 
younger fon in the fcrvice of Philip, and 
her elder in the army of Francis lid. Na- 

turaUy 
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turally of an aftivc temper. Lady Morti- 
mer could not rcfolve to give up the world, 
though attached to it only by difgufts^ (he 
continued to lavilh a large portion of the 
immenfe fortune her mother and hufband 
had united to bequeath her, in cherifliing 
every exiled enemy of Elizabeth. Elated 
with the vain hope of one day feeing her 
ill-fated brother throned in conjundlion 
with the Queen of Scots, (he had entered 
into all his meafures while that union was 
in agitation ; and emerging once more 
from her convent, journeyed to Romc^ 
where (he fpared neither pains nor money 
to win friends who might authorize, and 
ratify it. She was among the few who 
knew the maf'riage fecretly took place ; 
fte even knew it was likely to produce 
heirs of royalty and misfortune ^ when 
the difcovery, trial; and execution, of 
the Dake of Norfolk, entirely crulhcd 
her laft fond projeft.' From that moment 
flic had remained uniRformcd of the fe- 
rret foul of Mary, and the fate of her un- 
happy offspring. The avowed difguft flie 
had fliewn to\yards Elizabeth, made ic 
ilangcrous for her to return to her own 

country* 
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country^ and luudly in it could (he haire 
arrived at fuch important intelligence^ 
when once the clue was loft. Afpiring^ 
rich, and reftlefsj (he had always aSledted 
to appear the patronefs of all opprefTed 
Engliihmen ; and if I found it prudent to 
avow myfelf^ I knew that I aiight fafely 
rely on a welcome from her v/ho would 
iind with joy every hope fo long extinft; 
renovated in me. Our prefent journey 
conduced us to a coad almod oppolice to 
that of Normandy. I fancied a pleafurc 
in having it in my power to claim my 
aunt's cares in the approaching melan- 
lancholy crifis, and was not without hopes 
Lord Leicefter might fafcly appear in his 
•own perfon, when once my filler had cf- 
raped to rejoin us. 

Thcfe various reflexions fully occupied 
my mind till the dawn of day, when our 
guide alTarcd us wc might fafdy reft in 
the hamlet to which we were near. Con- 
vinced by Mifs Cecil's confidence in him 
that he might fully be trufted, I entered 
with weary limbs a cottage from whence 
its laborious inhabitants were juft ilTuing 
to work. They ufed their utmoft diligence 

CO 
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to procure us a homely meal, aod we re- 
tired almoft ftupified with iatenfe fatigue 
to a bed which had only cleaDlinefs to re- 
cofiimend it. Here both funk into a re- 
pofe fo profound, that the day was clofing 
when we arofe. Our watchful guide ar# 
fured- us that we mud baften over the din- 
ner which long had waited for us^ as w^ 
had many miles to journey ert we could 
find another fafe refting place. Earneftly 
did I wi(h to remain with our prefcnt hoft$ 
'tUUhe next morning, bpt fubmitfing to 
necellity, remounted in filence. Archur 
well juftiBed.the confidence of bis lady» 
having fcled<rd horfes that never flagged 
thro* the whole journeyi and always guards 
ing againft<liftjOvcryby conducing us thro' 
roads very Hctle frequented ( among which 
he found hamlets whofe inhabitants were 
gratified in merely feeing him» and who 
only . attended to his companions in the 
hope of obliging him, I was aftonifbcd 
at obferving how liule ciiriofity we ex- 
cited, forgetful that .the mind is worn 
down with the body, and that a CQmmon 
labourer rarely confidcrs a,tiy thin^ beyond 

thofe 
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^thofe common comforts inccffant iriduftiy 
^lonecan procure him. 

Infenlible to the beauties of the coun- 
try through which v/c paffcd, I was for 
€ver employed in looking for the fea, and 
•when at laft I difcovcrcd it, drove to ex- 
tend my fight beyond, and dwell on that 
fliore where \ alone could think Lord Lci- 
ccfter fafe. The nearer we drew towards 
the coaft, the. ftronger my fears became. 
It was inhabited chiefly by men hard by- 
nature, and defpcrate by profeffion ; ac- 
cuftomed to murder as well as plunder 
thofc wrecked on the ftiore, ihey fternly 
examined and defied every paffenger, I 
could hardly perfuade myfelf that fome of 
thcfe were not ftragglers from the banditti 
of Williams, and blcffed Heaven as tho* 
all peril had been paft, when we arrived 
at the homely dwelling of Arthur. It 
ilood on a lonely part of the Ihore, where 
lofty cliflTs (hooting far into the Tea, gave 
fafety in the little bay to a few fifhing- 
boats and fmall veflels. Ah, how do 
our awakened paffions entirely curb 
every prejudice. Thofe livid lightnings, 

ac 
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it which my nature ever before (hrun1<>* 
appealed of late but tKe quivering-lamp ' 
of love. Now I faw and heard undaunted 
the encircling fea (once the happy boun* ' 
dary of human pui'fuits) whofe reftfefs 
waves roar a proud defiance to all who dare 
approach it : and my fole fear fprungfrom 
learning that the wind was entirely contra- 
ry, and the watery chafm yet impaflable. 

Too late we lamented departing unat* 
tended. Unable in this fequeftered fpot 
to difcover any part of what had pafled' 
in the court fince our flight, and unwil- 
ling to truft, as well as unable to fpare ^ 
our guide or bis friends, to make an en* 
^iry at the next town, fcvcral tedious 
days elapfed in melancholy and con** 
jcfturc, Arthur, not being able to go 
out in his own vefTel, without fufpicions 
Zfid examinations we durft not encounter^ 
hired a large frlhing fm^ck, in which he 
ftored the few neccfiaries our limited' 
inuatton allowed us to provid?, and I ' 
watched without ceafing the playing of 
i(s ttrtameris. One evening I perceived** 
ihem 'fuddcnly point towards France: 

Vol. II. D reft 
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r^fl: baviDg tecruii$:d my ftr^ng^H mtn 
fpirits I ftarted up in a cr^qfpart of jojr*. 
The few manners b^it^ gaifo^rcd %t hfk^ 
together, I ^ept with 4 lightewd hevt. 
19(0 z mifer^b^e bpat, ^bich l:>Qre u^. 
fwjftly jtqw^ds that d.eftia^d |to. cQfiVfy. 
u^ over, wh^q two ftrfngp-s riding, fall, 
fpccd to the (bore, c^j^d tpHjtc^ put 
back With the poU. fr§ntic. e^gfrpqfs* {. 
tQ9k the alarm^ ^d4 offered (h^ (pqnn^rs 
iqfia^inaFy wp/idf to row qn, yhen Af-? 
t^r infifting th^t he kqpv fhc Vipi^^, tura-. 
cd the i)04t. ^ tf^^evf ipy arjps i:^vv4 ?^y 
Xiord, as though my hpar.t would h^v^ 
.opeoed to hide him ^ ai^d rfgafdl§f$ ^E^r 
hjf remonllriiKeSy (h^t we cq}^\^ b^ iii, 
rnq ganger from only tvyej pco^pte^ hpipf^ 
reyer l^oftile their iiitentroa, my fenfc& di^4, 
away, discovering at \^&, I fquiu^ n^ykK 
in the cabin of the vefleL redining g^ tili^; 
bofom of Lord >Lqiccfler» while a yoiJ^^. 
»\vJio koj^lt at my fcer» prqflfed npy hajncjs al- 
^tckrnatcly xp his lipi — ** Lop.i^ up, my b»^ 
'lQV,cd, t:ricd my. Lprd,.?nd. fee whofln foc^ 
^ii^e has Ujnited in our exile/' •^ >Ali» 

ra^, 
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rather do not look up, lovely Matilda^ 
cried Mifs Cecil (fof it was that fweec 
girl imleed in the habk of k boy) till 
you hare confidered what reception yoti 
onght to give the £iifii)i friend who has 
dared to interwirave bar fate wkh yours. 
Yet bear, before you jufige me, added Ihe, 
rifing wich a m)id majcfty, which gave 
onfpeakable graces to the Uufliea thaC 
every noomem vifited, and retired fromf, 
her cheeks. I am goi^tvgto lafy Iny wholt 
heart before yeu both. It is in vain to 
acteonpt rciiing ^ weakn^fs from Lord 
(xiccfl)er, fo many cirituitiftances have 
coacuiTed to betray ; it remains wich mt 
Ihea to cnwoble it. The difeovcf y of your 
marriage, my amiable friends, quenched 
the lad feedale hope which lingei^ed in my 
heart. Conv^inced th^ my partiality couM 
never coi^ftitute his happinefe, } kftantly 
ftfelved k (houiJ become his pride. 
Self-tove expired before the elevated 
idea. Ah, what but this could have 
enabled me to lead bim into the garden 
at midnight, a^nd take a look I then 
thought a laft one, wichout droppirtg a 
D 2 finglc 
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fingle tear ? I faw in a moment all tfat 
merits the charms of her character whont 
he had chofen. Should I hate her then for 
being all I would have endeavoured to 
be ? for accepting that diftinfikion (which 
not depending on youth, beauty, meric^ 
or fortune) is the dearefl. bounty -of in- 
dulgent Heaven ? Ah, no, my heart was 
^ufter, and welcomed her as one born to 
divide it with Lord Leicefter. Solely .iR*" 
tent on the profperous. flight. of both, I 
^Imofl; forgot the fervants planted in the 
Kecefs, and the monfters that infeftcd it* 
1 fancied to myfetf thofe hours, ,when al{ 
your dangers paft, you would fometimts 
think of hec, who could only think of 
you. 1 heard both figh, and wifliing 
-but to be enough remenvbet ed to fofien 
without wounding cither heart, I fighed 
myfeif J and darted from thefe pleafant 
reveries at the voice ofourfleward, who 
^rulhing abruptly into the room, difmayed 
iny every fenfe with his recital; " Re* 
joice. Madam, rejoice, cried the m^a 
y/ith honeft zeal, and ejiink this ftrang^c 
born for your fervice. Never can ^ 
1 . enough 
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Micugb adore the afionifliing interpoQcionf 
of Heaven ! It is^ not long fince when 
tired with watching in the dungeon, a 
irariecy of voices (truck ourears^ which 
foon approaching us, every man fum- 
9ioned all hi$ courage: (horcly the door 
was unbolted, and a ruffian darted iny 
whole daring look was- changed to aa 
icy palenefs (wJiich lights from^ behind 
tefle^ed; when be found each arm feized 
by one of our people, while a third held 
a piftol to his head. Uttering- a faihc 
impnec^tion^ he alarmed the reftv "and 
both fides immediately fired. We then' 
puftied forward, without any regard for 
^hofe who fell ; and purfuing the reft 
through the various avenues of the den, 
(ecured them all, as we have reafon to ima- 
gine, adonifiiment half depriving them 
of the power of refiftance. In the largeft 
apartment of this firange place,.. we found 
(guefs^ Madam, how we were amazed) our 
l/)rd, with an unknown lady, and three 
of our fellow . fcrvants, w-ho were newly 
brought in by the ruffians, and bound ; 
(dreadful, no doubr, would. have been thcij? 
^ D 3. death 
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death, buc for chis Qdimculoui deUvef^^ 

;^nce." Alientir(id M my $Se6ttoo8 mud 

long have beeo ftotti my fa(her^ contiau- 

^ Mifs Cecily turning the difeourfe co 

^erfclf,^ I could not tnear of his wonderful 

elcape, wiihput: feeling the moft Uvtly 

faiisfadion. h w^ dtcoped^ however^ 

by reco][ls£ting the bo4y of WiUianM*. i 

ia.w too plakly^ that I mufl: now aeeouim 

ibr lit to ooe^ invciled with auchority to 

cn^tiifCi. aiid resolution to coavidt me* 

Loft ia a variety o£ pliuls» my father bad 

beea fome m^nqte^ in the hottie^ ere I 

ftirrcd from nay owa anti-ch^nber^^whero 

bi& approach ai once con&ned me^ Faioc^ 

and fiient I arofe^ and bending before 

hiros wept forth a>y duty and my joy» 

** Ikjiow-all. you would fay> my child* 

cried he^ eagerly, and how thifr horribla 

plaoe was discovered 'r but where is Lord 

Leicefter and his lady ?" Struck dumb 

with a queftioDi as clear and decifive as 

if he had been a fearer in the tranfadtion* 

of the night, my eyes were fixed upon- 

him in itrror and ftopcfaSion 5 when* 

Eny^ brother, imgaiieot for the difcovery^ 

made 
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Htaldc h^ way at once into my ehambcf ; 
Whithei- tht loud eitctamacion hi gave 
ioiwaed all prcfent, nor tould my father 
ttfiR haftening, as faft as his infirmiticl* 
permitted; hoping, as I had reafon t6 
imagine, hi ihtxi fliould find that enem/t 
nfho mofi erigrofled his thoughts tha'A* 
the prcfcrvation of his own life, or mine! 
)^ow were all ama^d when the lifclels. 
Villain WilKahis, alone appeared ? Some 
hcOTiiiicd his pocket^, ifehile others fcarch- 
ed the chamber. My father fpbke not for- 
fomt tini^,.M^hen fikingancye bnmef^alf- 
hood hevcr durft encounter, he pointed: 
iroriically to the body: ** tcu killed, 
him,, doubtlefs,. faid he, and rclapfcd 
again intb his meditation. After a time, . 
fomc faint rerhtmbrance glanced acrofj 
kis'mlnd:. He drew near, and examining 
(fee dead riian'i features,, feemed to re- 
cdlle6^-, and in recbllefting to dread him; 
for at once he flirunfc into hirtifeif, and 
repeated in a low voice,.** ihaP villain !** 
fSdt having, however, any clue to his 
droughts, though he had to n^ine, ihcrc 
retted my idea of the maccer. I coUcaed 
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all my. courage, and framing the tnoft 
[plaufible tale the prefenc ficuation alloDV« 
jcd,^ Befolyed co abide by it whatever the 
ivcnt.. My father like wife fettled hi? 
jpjaa of proccedkig, and far from regulate 
ing the fervants, whofe every motion fear 
ixiade wild and eccentric, turned his at«* 
t^niipn folely on me.. Rifing at laft with. 
a ftern air> " Rofe, faid he,, follow me.** 
I had of late been, but too much accufff 
tomedto that har(b voice^ and obeyed ii^ 
filence. Seating him^felf in an adjacent 
apartment^ he demanded an exadb recital 
of all the horrors of the night. I com* 
mcnced with, the being roufcd by Willi- 
ams. I related his dcfign, and the threats 
which had almolt brought my life to the 
point of a moment, when fubftituting Ar* 
thur for Lord Leicefter,^.! affirmed that ic 
was his provideniiaL arrival, guided by aa 
unknown lady, and the defperate courage 
fupplicd by the emergency,, which had* 
rcfcucd me from the knife of that invete?-, 
fare villain. H:r intcrrrupted me, eagerly 
c;nq,uiring for the lady. On my afluring, 
him. fhc was gonej^— *« think, wcl^ ci;jed; 

h>> 
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.^le^^in a terrible vgicci think well, raiht 
; romantic girl, ere you venture again fb 
anfwer me. I know the caufe of Leicef* 
iter's flight, I know too its companion ; 
J know that he efcaped a few hours be* 
/ore from the dungeon in which I was 
ibund ; I know» if fo, who muft be his 
confederate. Stain to the name of Cecily 
degenerate wretch, not content with the 
^blind credulity of youth, to embofom^ 
^efcue^ atid abet a traitor, wilt thou con- 
ceal his iwife I Tremble at the vengeance 
jof thy fovefeign— tremble alike at that 
^f thy father.'* Convinced (by whatever 
wonderful means he was fo fully inforn>- 
ed) that I could npt hope to delude hinn 
,1 darted up, my compkxion changing 
every moment. I indeed find myfelf, my^ 
^ord, cried I, unequal to a fallhood, but 
j^ou will find me equal to the mod des- 
perate truth. It was Lord Lcricefter, I 
own, whom Heaven itfelf brought to my 
rtlipf, and (hall I deliver him up to death 
uho faved me from it? Oh never, never I 
Sheltered in a fpot kfs liable to fufpicion 
jhan that fFgm which they, lately efcaped 
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Kc wUh his chofen happy btidfe «aft fdA^jr 
wait tiU the vieleticff of ch^ QuttH gif€s 
place to juftkei. Torturts fhi^fd i»frAig 
.no more from mr, atKl whalevtr my fi^t^^ 
k wiil alwayi ^dmit of oii^ f^tct cdnfo^ 
Jatiod, in ihe remembrance th^ Meatefc 
.allon^ed me to fecompe^c^ a iktkfk m tfift 
tnomehc of receiving ix. Why (bd\!ilS i 
repeat, fighed our fair narfatoi^, aH the 
jra^, tears, and aitercattony that fdr a feVIr 
days made Ufe a torment 16 me f TotaUy: 
confined to my apartment^ smd treateil 
like a crittiina}^ it was even hihted that 
my con tinned obftinacy would pfoVoke 
my father into making that horrible di?[t» 
the R^cefsy. my prifon. In ond inftataci 
aJdne was I fortunate: my myft^riouJi 
fpeech had imprefled on my father's mind 
an opinion, he had pftVidufly adopted^, 
that Lord Leicefter, with his Lady, mu(t 
be fccreted in or rear Kenilworth Caftle»> 
whither his mofl: trufted fpies immediately 
reforted, and amufed him with varioui 
fappoTuions difpatched daily frbm thence; 
OppTcffcd with unkiadncfs and fcveriiyj 
often did my we^k,, my .w^vtring heart 

prompt 
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prompc woe to folk)w> and if poffiblr 
OTcrtake you; but tlie idftant rtcollec* 
lion of the obvious track fucK a raflt flight 
Btuft open to yoar inveterate purfuera, 
always fubdocd fo unjuftifiable a wilhv 
My father at once changed bis oieaforea^. 
and rekafing, carried mc vrith him Kk 
every fuffefked place in the neighbour»i 
fsood I hoping from the alteration of my 
features to di&over that which contained 
Lccd Ldceftct. By a fatality which 
coaa|>Ieted my misfortunes, in one of 
thefe tours we encouocered Irton> that 
lover who cdft me both the Queen's and 
my father's favour % enqouraged by Lord 
Budeigh once more he returned with us« 
Incapable of love^ but infatuated with 
poHiics, his ardent defire of holding ^ 
Mik in his favourite line through my 
means revived. Regardlefs of my tears; 
tioldndV, and ftifdain, he had always 
looked up to my father as the decider of 
his fate, atid diil continued to do fo. I 
had the mifery of learning a bargain wa^ 
avtde, of which I mud be the unconfent- 
iaig plceige^ and that almoft irtrnftedl-i^ 

accly- 
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atelf. I knew my father's inexorable np:^. 
ture ; 1 knew Ukewife that of Irton ; and 
had reafon to dread that the next fit of rage 
.would confign me to legal infamy^ unlcfa 
by a defperacion on my own parr, I pre^ 
yentcd this on theirs. Wonder not that at 
jaft I yielded to a meafure fo long conn^ 
bated. I feleded a fervant in whom I had 
a confidence, who procured m? this di£» 
guife, and offered to proteA me. I bleft 
that faith I could never hope fufficientljr 
to reward ; and winged alike with hope 
and fear, purfucd your route. with inde£a-> 
tigable dihgence; having left a lettee 
ifrhich fpoke of London as' my afylum." 

To this generous recital, myXord, and 
fcif, replied with reiterated affurances of 
friendfhip and* protedion, as well as the 
highcft encomiums on her courage and 
conduft. Shortly after which, my Lord 
quitted the cabin. *' You who havt long 
been the confidante, the fowi confidante of 
rny weaknefs, rrfumed Mifs Cecil in a ten- 
der tone, while her doubtful eye fcemedto. 
fearch my very foul, will be lefs furprized, 
at its effcdl than^ its. confeffion. Yet evcijj 

ihat^ 
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tfcat, ftrange as it may (eem, fpruog froto 

prudefvce. I had well confidered, my dear 

Matilda, every part of my paft and future 

condu6t; I too plainly felt, that while 

I imagined my Lord a fl ranger to the 

impulfes of my heart, it might ftill 

adhere to him with a dangerous ten* 

demefs. By the boldnefs of this flep 

I have made htm a judge over me, and 

fiiall.a£t with the fcvereft prudence. I 

know your generous difpoGtion, feeing 

only the better part of minej might have 

induced you dill to wUh me near you ;-^ 

how could I relift fo fweet an invitation h 

Ab, only by filencing the moft decifive 

pleader! Lord Leicefter can now never! 

urge me on the dangerous fubjeS. In 

whatever place you fix your refidence, I 

will retire to a neighbouring monaftery 

as a boarder, where always hearing of, 

and fpmetimes feeing both, added (he in 

a vorcc broken by fobs, my wiflies ^ill 

be completed : nor do I imagine you will ^ 

in the interirn grudge me. a, (hare in Lord 

^.eiccftci's danger." " Ah little do you 

know me, returned I, preffing her hand. 

af- 
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afiediontteiy, if you think I couid grgd^ 
you 9 (hare in his happinefs i never^ fn|r 
tender generous grri, u^vet more will 
vc part; Dn^^r couUi Lord Leicefter 
hpe, or his wife fear any thing unhecom<» 
ing from a foul like yours. Aduated 
but by one knt\ma\t, counterparts bjF 
suture of each other^ ymx aad I flioutd* 
Tiolaco her law^, ncrc we to feparate/* 
** To own the whole truth, my fweec 
^iend^ cemrned fhe, with her ofoai noble 
jngenuoufnefa, i expeAedithis infta»ceof 
yovr gtnerofity ; but it only conSrnis my 
ref^x^ucion, and ray own heart woold ftn- 
ticipote cb& eondemnaiion of yows were 
h poflibVe for me to waver.'* 

A Jenfe of (ahty^ and of gratitude t& 
my/ fair friend, dtf^fed ilfeif through my 
fQul as the craning cliofedi to wMch I had 
for fome time been a ftrangcr : Lord Lei- 
ccftef preflcd us to enjoy the fwcctnefs of 
the hour. . We afcended the deck, and 
feaeing oui'feives in a little boat lafhed to 
it, every fear, e^ery hope feemed fiif- 
pended, and the prcfcnt aJl of our Ihrcs^ 
for which any bad a fcnfc. The gentle 

breezes 
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hrfi^zfs <)nly plaffd upoq ttie whice &il9t 
am) il^ Vf^l QW wiih a faifc $od plGaTant 
mociQiiy ihrough tbofis grcrn waves wboie 
poj|ic« iHt full moD0. exquifudy filvcrcd^ 
z% lir^aking they gave lifp to the ftilloe& 
of the pigh|. I.fiufned my eyes with che^ 
fvectrft £icis£sAioa from my love to my 
friend, froxa iny friend %o my iQve ^ the 
f^mc mild ptb cklioately iUomed either 
iiPfi a manly tenderoeis maiked Lord 
Lej^efter's attention to^me^ a giattlul de^. 
fefeoce that to Mi& Ceci^ W(hile the fair 
%ai£e, rich in the apfJaufes of h^ (vwo heart, 
a9ii ^loioly cwi&ious of her claims on ours, 
f<^gPI that tbece was any thing viaACiog to 
her happioefsi. Thffe hcnd paiufes m 
lif9, wJiich ]oyer<&: ooiy koAV, invigorate 
4hc SmI aa fleep doe$ the bodiy^ aatdi alone 
caa eoabie us to ikftain the patit and cpni«^ 
JngiUs. Prepared by a mental cdin for 
thchappkft repoie, drep aileiHied a clam 
to th.ofe hours ''feair amd fajtigue had long^ 
podciFcdj andniy JLord ia&fttd on re- 
m^iaiog above: -the lov^Uneis of the wea«» 
ther, though the autumn was far advanc- 
4d^ made this icfs dangerous, a&d J^ib 

Cecil 
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Cecil at laft confcntcd to (hare with me^ 
the only miicrable bed, which ncvcrthe*' 
leis afforded us that reft a palace had often J 
cienied. The next morning entirely re-; 
verfed the fcene, and deftroyed at once* | 
our conrfbrt and tranquillity j with thc^ 
moon the* weather changed, and the wind 
becoming entirely contrary, that deadly 
ficknefs incident to voyagers, fei2ed 
alike on Mifs Cecil and me, abforbing 
even the fenfc of danger. With an ex- 
haufted fullenneCs we furveyed thofe roar- 
ipg furges, whofe hollows fancy could not 
venture to fathom, and faw ourfelves 
driven almoft back to the (bore of Eng* 
land, without ftrength or fpirits even to la« 
ment our cruel deftiny. My lord, happily, 
more ufed to the fea, refifted its infiu- : 
ence, and exerted himielf equally in com« 
farting the fufferers and alTifting the fai« i 
lors : happily too they were alrwell ac- ^ 
quainted with the coaft $ while the con** ' 
trary wind, and enraged elements,, confti- 
tttied in one fcnfe, our fafety, as every * 
other veifcl took (belter in the neaceft : 
port, and waited in fafcty more favourable ^ 

weather. 
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.weather; Toft abou( for near ten days, 

"^wc at laft made Havre^de-grace early in 

the fnorning, when more dead than alive 

I was conveyed to the firll inn^ and in« 

ilantly put to bed. 

Here my fatigues and apprehenfions 
'were very near producing a misforctme 1 
•firoim the firft had dreaded. I had but tdo 
much reafon to fear that the poor babe 
who had been the innocent caufe* of thefe 
calamities would never live to reward us 
for them, but urged into a premature ex- 
Hlence, of all this mighty world woUld 
claim only a grave. The grief this gave 
me increafed the danger ^ I knew the paf- 
fiooate defirc of offspring whtch poffcffcd 
my Lord. I had often flattered myfelf this 
with, if indulged, would fill up that void 
in his life the promifc had caufcd. What 
then fhould I fufFer to fee fuch a difap- 
pointment added to the facrifices and de- 

* gradations I had already ' entailed upon 
him? It was at this crifis ail the meoit 

• of Mifs Cecil (hone forth : to the deli- 
cate attentions of a friend (he united the 
foft (blicitudc of a mother. Shs foothcd 

Vol. II. E mv 
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ttiy 'TtAnA with rhe mod flattering hopis; 
"and jaabe]fs teft in v»y 'fretful rfMnenc^my 
*cfet -foul fhoirld doabt her ^ttachmete, 
•flic fo cmireiy IbrcftaUcd every fufpiciofc, 
that uninformed fpeft^ors would ratHkr 
ha\^e Imagmed me tbet)n]y iburccGf her 
^happinefs, than thefole obftacle tO'it* At 
"length I cohquered rhc danger^ fttx) *€h<Sfi 
rivyTpirrts returned fafter than my ilFeagch* 
Often I talked of Englind, of nay fifter, 
and the tjcpe6):ed ti^fpatehes. I wrote «o 
iiady Mortimer, -arid briefly related <h<ifc - 
inciderits I ^ have 'here explained i.n miUfy 
pages ; 'I claimed Ker alliance, her protec* 
tion, 'exphiried the prcfent* delicate Cito%m 
tion^of my health, and cnclofed my:pk-* 
ttrreJin liitle, ndtiloubtirtg but that Would 
identify my birth: «nd part of the dit- 
itiorids .^e brought with -us were cdm^drted 
into money, to cftablilh our rank, rf ^c 
fbu'nd it prudent to -acknowledge it. 

I continued *a tong time too weak to 
quit my chamber, yet at intervals ^ new 
fear difturbed me. I perceived my-Lbed 
a'bfcnt and anxious-, an extreme palenefs 
^©ftcn avcrcanle the floridr.trfs of naturie, 

an4 
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^woiiJd giv^ way <o a duigrtfi the crale 
'Of whkh not a'4 my tend^eft eiKfMCirs 
-c^ttld vmng from hiii>. 4 okc^ -recalled 
the words of my filltr; I fancied 'he vamly 
regretted tJie diAinflipn of royalq;:, the 
.priile of ifplcndoc, aod the pleafure oi 
poptfUrii^^ Accuftomed to be the ob« 
|e& ^ every ryo, to have every wiih folic* 
IkHed, to be obeyed ere he Tpoke, 1, {ig^« 
ing^ owwd the change ia his fate might 
^til appear dr^ry« Not daring to hi^t 
my ideas^ I impatienily expedlcd the re- 
turn of the cxprcfs fent to Rouen, hqpifig 
k^oaldopen new profpcfbSy and difperfe 
the b^ayy cloud between him and felicity. 
Sut eh how delufive is human perfpiqa- 
city! — Infolently vain 4)f our bounded 
knowledge, we boaft of tracing every 
thoughtand a£lion of individuals leas di* 
vide from ^'s, even at the very ^nomcnt ivc 
migudge all with whom we are immcdi* 
atcly furrounded. My fond attention fixed 
'partially on Lord Leiccfter, looked not 
out of himfelf for c^ufes of grief. Lady 
Mortimer^s answer at length arrived i (he 
acknowledged h^r rclationlhip to me witli 
l^ t furpri2( 
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' furpnze and pleafure, and kindly lamctit- 
ed chat her infirai health did not perntit 
> her to pay, in coming to me; that defcf- 

* cnce my jegal birth intitled me to ; bot 
' aflured her train waited our permiRion to 
' cfcori us to Rouen, whither (he urged us to 

haftcn, as well for our own fafety as to 
-gratify her impatience.- My expe6tations 

• being fully anfwered by this letter, breath- 
' kfs with joy I raifed my. eyes to Lord 
' Leii:efter, who had been perufing it over 
' my Ihdulder -, they met his full of a fad- 
' nefs fo meaning, that it numbed my vcty 
. heart, ' 

Long ufcd to dread every day wou)d 
•'teem with foriie horrible event, I fnatched 
his hand, and in broken accents only beg- 
ged to know it. He funk at my fc^r, 
and hiding his tears with my robe, fwcHed 
with fobs that almoft cracked my hcart- 
ft rings. ^' You have told me you loved 
me, Matilda P' faid he, in a broken ahd 
doubtful voice. — *' Told you ! re-echoed 
I; heavens and earth, can that, my Lord, 
remain a queftion ? have I not for you 
forgot the righcs^of fex, of rank, of every 
^.hmg but love ?" *' Have I not done all 
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sian could 'to defcrve thefe facrifices?* 
9gain demanded he. '* Debate do more 
admitted merits^ cried I, with wild im« 
patience ^ oh give me the truth, and all 
the truth at once i nor doubly torture me 
mrUh this pomp of preparation. What-j 
ever it is, I will remember there mighc 
be a worfe, fince my eyes, ftill behol4 
you : every evil but your danger my foul 
^an furely cope with. You fpeak noc; 
yet: wc are then difcovcred, betrayed^ 
delivered up, condemned— —ihc , fatal 
power of Elizabeth has. reach)?d i»s cvea 
here, for nothing elfs can furely thus af« 
fca you J" ** It has indeed," fighed he. 
" Oh why then, exclaimed I, forgetful of 
all my aiTurances, am I unprovided wicb 
poifon ? for death mud: now be the only. 
mercy hoped. May the ocean, /ron> 
which we with fo much difficulty efcaped,r 
entomb us .on our return, rather than 
re&gn us up to her licenfed vengeance/* 
** The power of Elizabeth has reached us, 
added he, more mournfully, though not 
in our own perfons. Safe dill in my 
arms, in my heart, .you may, my love 
Ipng arraign and bewail a misfortune all 
E 3 Europ 
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Europe will bewail with yoov'' Hh fym^ 
^(bifing ejFea explained the tvuck-^tlw 
agonizvng ti^ucli— rmy foul iinderftood hhi> 
•— aghdft wiib horror, my eyes feeoncd cof 
ict, and ereny limb to Qiifka ce maf ble ^ 
a fenfation, to which fainting i( eafc^ con* 
cteofcd every fifccutty, and naeupC) powcrfti^ 
nature, ftruck qr noy heart zi th& thoughc 
of my mother, witb a pang perhaps 
equal to that with wbicb (be bore me. 
The radiam fiin of love f(5emed to dipt 
mo a fea of bloody and fiqk there for<» 
ever« Unable to reduce the torrent- o^ 
my ideas into laogua^^ I buried my bead 
Hk my robe, and pointed to the door^ 
tbat all might leave n>e. Happily, my 
Lord faw a prudence in comf^ance^ and 
hying down fever^l tetters, inftantly n^ 
tired. A horrible tranfport for fi>me 
moments benumbed me $ ■ ■ how multi* 
plied, how con»plioated^ how variOu5i» ho.vi^ 
hew, were then my feelings! feelings^ 
which eveqF re«uri> with the remembrance f 
feelings which opened a vein in my cha* 
fa^er as well as mf hearjc— -all fdivie of 
gcntlonefs vanifhed. The firft paper i 

per^ifed 
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]{et^u^, CQD^npcd my firsirs-rrJ f^w. io ihp 
.$rft lia^s \j)^ decided fate of ^hcf rojal 
M^ry— 1 f^cmod to, behold th,e favagp 
band, of Eli3abcili» djpt in thf; b)9o4 
pf an wpintcd ftfter foycrcign,— ^ felt (h^t 
fcc yf^ ray mother, ipy fop.d^^ my Iwlpjcf^ 
mother,, and my heyt floated, in tear^^ 
lyhich yfcre boujrs MfOt^in^ tbiek waj|: uf^ 
to my burniog^ eyes^ The funles Qf Qrefte^ 
(mrwode4 W» ^<J thuodetod pa^r'ni^c, 
potliip^ b«.t p.w;ricid/5>. in my car, Wh^ 
l^ro^^C^ Ii^ aftc;r (o long as endurax^e^ 
(ucli «>inp^icasfdcvAl^ iMBP9^^^ W^h s^ 
|j)aiie9;(e tbat. Ifft ooi l^er ^ armies, a pure-^ 
V^nfc fot (acriiicipg bcr^ that mifery i^^ 
leff rY<^d for hci; daught?ur ? Perhaps^ f^vcx^ 
9t ikfi mpcpeiu ih& l^id that b^auteout 
^^9 fo n^^y hc^r^ w?r^ bprn to vor^^ 
iiii|>, on vhe blocks ^VQfy^ agooy of de^iv 
vras double^, by th^ knowledge her 
^ai^hter brought ^^r t^^prc,— Why did I 
ijfiri peri^v in tbe J^tQf(% by lightning? 
Why did no.i the Qcpan cntpqib. mp.? Why,^ 
why,^ oh t^fid, wa^ I pcrmUt^d tp fiiryivc 
my ipnocencc i In the witdn^f^ oi my af* 
tiOiop, I curf^d the hou^, (he fatal hot^c, 
E 4 wW 
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when I ventured beyond the bounds pre* 
i^cribed n^c. Yes love, love itfelf 'Was 
annihilated, and (could I once have be- 
lieved it) deeply did I wifh I had never 
fccn Lord Leicefter. Pafling from papc^ 
to paper, I faw friends and enemies unite 
}n the eulogium of the Royal Miartyr.— 
What magnanimity, what fwectncfs, whak 
fanftitude did they aflfgn to her — Qie be- 
came a bright example in the moft awful 
of trials— Subliming the idea of revenge 
infeparable from human nature fhe com^ 
pri2ed it in comparifon.— And what n 
comparifon 1— carting off the veil of her 
mortality, to darken over the future days 
of Elizabeth, the radiant track of her 
afcenfion concentered, while it dimmed 
the eyes of thofe furrounding nations, who 
too late bewailed their fhameful inaftivrty^ 
Spirit of the Royal M^ry ! oh thou moft 
injured ! fighed out at laft my cxhauftcd 
foul, from that bleficdnefs to which the' 
wretch now levelled with the dull, per- 
haps too early tranflated thee, beam peace 
and parJon I Affuagc the horrors of t\ic 
Involuntary fin, and oh^ reCfeivc'my life as 

its 
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its expiation; or a little, but a little, 
foothc its fad remainder. ' 

Yet vain and uncertain were all my 
ideas refpcfting the difcovery I imputed 
to Elizabeth. Convinced that nothing 
had ever been intruded to friendfhip, I 
was aflured nothing could have been be- 
trayed. In the bofom of my filler our 
mutual fecret refted, and there I imagined 
every motive hiuft bury it. I reviewed 
every paper once more 5 alas, I only added 
to my afflidion, by obferving that the 
name of Eilinor was induftrioufly avoided* 
Loft in conjedure, it was fome time ere 
I perceived one letter my robe half co- 
vered i I prefled to my lips the writing of 
Lady Arundel. 

^* Scarce dare 1 allow myfclf time to 
congratulate you, my moft honoured 
friend, on efcaping the deadly rage of 
Elizabeth, To much do I know j^ou long 
for news of your fiftcr. Alas, thatlcould 
return, in that information, the pleafure 
yours gave me. Called lo vifit Lady Pcm- 
bfoke, whofc' danger was too fudden for • 
{QC CO be apprized of it, ElJinor came back^ 
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ta Court the vcr^ bpur ih^ my Xotds^n^^ 
you left it. She topk the pUoc oC my &f^ 
tW (who pvght. V3i h^ve been in \ya^iiig) 
and by (bijs q[\e%i>s (be vi;as UDforiunately 
prefeac at th/e tirqc (he Queen perufe^ 
Lord Leicq£^^'$ explanatory lettej;. tlor 
bpupc)e4 iQ i^>* refcncipenc, Elizabeth le-% 
vdi;d it ?li agai^fl: t;he unfo<;tunate Elii* 
npriand m fcvcFeljr ifff^^ng her ^ith 
tfea.chcry apd guilty ^ropt cxp/efl^ops, by 
^hi<:h. (bp Iqarr^t tb& d(%ngeF0^ua fi^^QOi 
ypMr flight bA4 uftfofiun?i^«ly ptepe^. hcg 
in» «s vi^U ^s, the eyih to. whiich yoH^ bo;fai 
(^jDod eypoled.»-rGgriQ^ fear, and iadign»e 
tioa s^lmpft deprived her of reafoa; ai^d 
the QbW) io£(t4ng her fdeace proceeded 
from obftinacy, threw at her. a Urge bocJc 
QkQ hM bera reading, vtiikh ftfiking che 
fvyeet Elinor oa t^« te(pple» &i9 dropc 
fcnfclefs a; oMf. The 9cb?r l9i<i^'cs^ cwiE< 
her l^e& y ancl the e^er eyc^ of the Qj^dqa 
vfere ac^raft^qd by s^ f(i)^U pa^^u<t fufpf r4- 
ed to the bl^cl^ libban (bQ always sifqjr^ 
round hor nf c)jL. Not even ^he fyrpFi^iog 
cSk& Us cQn(^nt$ tooH or the Queet^ has 
ever: cji^^M ao^ op« (p gfttfs^ at iheoi^ 

colour^ 



T»E RBCSSiS, fe. 5^ 

cctoiip, ft^engti), aiad ^ecch, for fimie vnom 
imn(& fbr&ok Elizabeth^ when reoovcHiig* 
Ikr &€uUies, iho once tnore pewfe^ tho 
memorkls: ^W de}^i^beirtfe)y tore them 
ihtd atoma ^ afld ftmimomitg WaUingham 
and Butlcigh, a>} her attendants, favc the* 
*ld Lady Latimer, retifed^ From tho 
Court Ellinor was conveyed* that n^ht^ 
ifhougb by whom or whithery is yet a fccret. 
liOve and friendihip are, however, ince^ 
fi^ncly- employed in her favour ; nor can her 
prifon long remain fo when once it i» 
difcovered. Wer^ I- to name the moft ar-s 
dent and anxious of her lovers I (kould 
farprize you, but he (hall only be known, 
when with confcious pride he prefcnts her 
to you and claims his reward. 

The profound policy Elizabeth has al- 
ways preferved with refpcft to Lord Lei* 
ccfter (incc his flight, is far from being 
fittiafaftory to his friends- She fpeaks of 
him only in an indifferent Hght, ^nd as if 
employed by herfeir; while aH that pafled 
between them almoft every body under- 
ftands, though no one dares to fay fo. It 
litems indeed as iff hei rage had been di- 
- ver^ 
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verted from him by another objeft. ' I 
need not name her here. Alas, haw fe«> 
vercly arc you both revenged on the, 
Queen. The galling chain from which: 
f^e has at lad enfranchifed Mary, writhes 
round, her own hearty and if it would gra-. 
tify you to fe« Elizabetii tremble, believCi 
me you need only fee her. Obliged ta 
avow remorfe, to give an example in the, 
feverity of her mourning, for a deed only 
her will could have authorifcd, (he has the 
tnifery of knowing her murdered' royal 
prifoner enthroned in Heaven,, and em-, 
balmed in the tears of even her own peo^ 
pie. Never. more will (he tafteof peace^ 
for that indeed can only dwell with inno- 



cence.'' 



The full convidion that Elizabeth had 
incurred the abhorrence of all the world, 
by ihis horrible infradion of the rights 
ef royalty, fociety, and fex, a little gra* 
tificd my exquifue refcntmcnt. , Ye5> 
fighed I, Heaven has invented a punilh- 
ment proportionable to her crime. Coun« 
terafting by one ftrokc the policy of her 
whole life, (he has perniitie^ herfclf to hq 
; knowa» 
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' known, and of confequen^e execrated. 

Deilined to furvive her youth, her virtue^ 

' her fame, and her happinefs i although 

: encircled with a.diadenn, her weary head 

ihall vainly feek one faithful tender bofom 

to repofe on. Thofe fiery paflions, Xo 

often dcftruflive to others, wanting now 

on object, muft prey upon the heart that 

tonceah them ; till envying the glorious 

^nd, as (he ever did the diftinguifhed 

bloom of Mary Stuart, her fate is wound 

up in fears of her offspring. In vain her 

cruel care would extirpate them ; every 

crime will but give birth to a new fear, 

and the martyrdom of the Queen of Scots 

, will multiply the cauies of her terror, 

fince fhe now knows that more than one 

child fur\rives her. 

As the ei^ening clofed, this billet w^s 
giv^fl me from my Lord : 

" The heart which has long bled by 

• anticipation for your furrow, demands to 
' partake it with you. Oh 1 my fole love, 
•- deny me not ji fhare io your compaflion^ 

• Fearful every moment left 1 (hould lofe the 

• 4laughter, the f^e of the mother ftruggl^ * 
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^^h chat ^hef ih my ^ul^p nor 4ui*ft: I 
communlicarte ic ttii ^oncealmeht bfetftie 
tmp6difble;«^I lio hoc ti(k you ,to bfe codi* 
fmtcd 4 ive(^ of», my dear iMacilda, but 
w^ in my Mtfi^ ^iSt ^«t bor^ I left 'in 
lik tf y<Wi fb?^t to love mc r 

Thid iiVCle t^^, i^ppily caktilated to 
«Mrak6n^lYe ^crfcer^paffions^ drew forth my 
tears in great abundance. I reproached 
myfeif with violence and 'Unkindnefe. 
Let me fiot» cried I, While %> ft verely ta- 
iilienrlng bne error, be gurky of another* 
Loft to the dirties, tiic tiaitns (oh Heaven 
4hatl fhoufM befol) of a diaughter^ thofe 
of ii W\k ought to afibnte a double in&u-- 
cnce. Yes, chofen Lcicefter, I am j^ours, 
am ever yours ; i( riris oppveiTed heart does 
not wholly diflblve ia forrow, you mil 
one day bedome dgain its 'only obje^; and 
facred from this 'moitieiTt be the rights pf 
*11 United #ith me. I .colkaedibywild 
«alHi£i:ed thoughts, and ;raifing them -in 
prayer, a blefled compofure overcame the 
agitations of my mtnd. Raffing into the . 
jieKt room, where £ heard my Lc)r4. wiiljc- 
JDg, I threw myfeif into his arms. " Oh 

yoa 
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^rou ^hocn I lisfvefe fatally lovbd^ faScered 
J, ybvt ^ho «fe oolw ntarijr iny aU, fitl op^ 
if poffible, enriy ^vtoue to my 4ieaitg 
taid gaard ic from tctrofpeAtcto." jEie 
^mrfwefed no^ a word, but prbfling his 
>cbedc<fo*mrhe| ^r teifrs'cningled. 

'* rfte C90 plainly the truth, the fatfl 
^fUdr, idid IjftcmTHig to Lady Arundel's 
-katr. L6v^ly(, Uh-fkted Tifter, it Was yoii 
theii ^bo accelerated «ur hapWs>mo€herf$ 
<kath1 That 'Ein^eth knew ine for^a 
dkitghier *df the Swart line, tie cook ^a 
deadly ineatis to <!eriif^, )hk how (he dif- 
<!0¥efed fit, nfuft *e^r -have ap^^eared mi« 
racukMis wUhOQC thisletteri I now plainly 
perceive that my fifter indifcrectly wore 
the <lap]icare pr^of of oer birt4i, ics^deareft 
and bed teftimonial, while mine is ypt 
^reafured in the Hccret <abinec at KeniU 
worth*; and this in 'one moment deftroyed 
her own ptace, ^nd detcnmincd the fate of 
tier mother. Oh, moft inexorable ! Could 
thy vengeance demand more than one 
viftim ? h th55n ihe daughter filcntly fa- 
crificed on -ihe lamented grave of her pa- 
rent ? NcY^r more, beloved fifter of my 

blooi' 
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l>Iood and heart, fhall I behold thee T 
.never more draw comfotc from thy fwcet 
,acccnts, nonwith thee pierce through the 
vejl of futurity, and catch gleams of 
golden days. Doubdefs Elizabeth im^* 
gines this the only authentic proof eic*- 
•ifting ? Oh, if iti cOnfequence of that bpi- 
•hion ihe touches the innocent life of El- 
iinor, 1 will offer incontcftible cvidende 
alike of Mary's marriage with Norfolk, 
and our birth, at the foot of Henry's 

* throne. He is famed for juftice and ge- 
herofuy ; I am, alas, the helplefs objeffc of 

•both. The houfe of Guife will unite to 

* protcS me •, perhaps all Europe will aid 
- too late the powerlcfs King of Scots, and 

fave hith from feeling his impotence 6f 
'rbyilty/' 

Unable entirely to (hard, unwilling \n 
the lead to controul, my tender feelings 
for my ifaniily, Lord Lciccftcr's life coufd 
not at this period be called happy. Mifs 

* Cecil again appeared our guardian angeU 
^ As ah intermediate perfon Ihc felt for, fhe 

footbed both, till my irritated padions 
' meliorated infenQbly into fadncfs. I be- 
gan 
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gan to liden to the Battering hc^s flije. 
continually inflilled, that my fider ftill 
liv^dj an^ fome fortunate event might yet 
reftore her to us. . My Lord was affured, 
by the united teftimony of his friends, 
that Elizabeth had no pretence for im- 
peaching him, and Henry learnt with plea- 
fure his de(ign of fixing his refidence in' 
France. Thus again our peace feemed re*^ 
eftablifhed on a better foundation than it 
liaa yet been .: and J devoted my attention^ 
for the prcfent, folely to rccompencing my 
Lord for all he had renounced in my favour. 

Overwhelmed with the repeated felici- 
tations of Lady Mortimer, I at laft fum- 
moned rcfolution to fet out for Rouen & 
Trom whence we had been fupplied with 
every accommodation fuitable.toour rank,^ 
That city having long been diftinguiflied 
as the refuge of every noble exile, my Lord 
fixed on it for our refidence: my relation 
to Lady Mortimer enfured me every ho- 
nour,and Lord Leiccftcr's name would foon 
fgrm us a little court. The crifis now 
approached very near, which both confi* 
•dcrcd with joy and terror, and it appeared 

Vol. II. y fome 
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fettc' retiif t6 be littdcr the eye of a Ladf 
^Vok cipctttnce and' ttnderfiifi migh^ 
riflfen. tt^ fi^flPefitigS, Lbrd Lielte^e?s 
iliiWearita rndut^ciic'cf aAd anxious coriK- 
dcrdtibh, every fiour endeared' 6im more 
to me; and 1 gfadly 6n i^eBeAion com- 
pounded wVtH' foftiirte fdr' all her othet 
icveritWs/ finc^ thfe firll oiljiGt of niy heart 
ivasftili unalterdd. , . . 

AveVfe 10 being known cpc we had fordid 

4*d a fuitc, and'lelcfted a habitation, my 

iLbrd gave Lady N^tor timer notice that we 

ihduld aot arrive till night. As we palt 

through the gateVof* Itbufen, crcortcd by 

Ber train, niy heart beat high with the 

idea of meeting the fiftcr of the noble 

i^orfoikj the only, being (my own' ex-^ 

*epted) aHied in blood to me. She met 

trie at the entrance of a falobn 4 I clalpca 

her hands with emotion; Fwept upon, I 

j)rei[fcd then* tb ffiy bofbm. She envl 

braced me with cktreme compofure, and 

Jiolding me back a moment, rah over my 

features and pcrfoil* with fo keen a fcru- 

tiny, as -convinced me that fchfibility was 

not herch^raftcrfAic While due compn- 

mcnts 



WSUtt |)affai. between. Mi& J GcclJ^ mj 
Lord» and her, I, in cum, indulged my« 
&lf; wjdi liai e»ininauoiv.» Her ; pcrfon 
icas full ^eedii taU^>aod graceful, like tfU 
tbe fanailp >of Howard ; her features vifi* 
bly marked both by age^and decayed 
beaoty^ iher 4rels fimple^> bdng like my 
owov ^of - ipourningv aiid her manners 
Srgngly conveyed the idea^of fuperiority^ 
Digmcy tio<fiured with »auftcricy, marked 
her con^r^tion; and I felt, to my great 
regret, that I had -gained a relation, with- 
out winning a friend; Two monks, to 
whom Repaid as pr6ft)und deferences an 
old otfker of the Mortimer family, and 
his fifter, were introduced to us as' perfons 
entitled to- (hare our fecfeti and we faw 
it indeed lodged with them, ere pilr. con- 
fen t was demanded. Lord Leiccfter was 
ftruck difagrecably at this difcoycty, but 
(IraggWd with his pride, and afFetled 
good humour; - while, finding myfctf^ 
after all my dangers, under a rooffanfti* 
fitd bj alliance, and where my Lord 
feemed reftored to his proper fpherei plea- 
furc dilated my whole foul, and I fat 
' F I down 
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**down to a fumptuous entertainment pre- 

,parcd on the t)ccaIion, with an appetrOPl 

had long wanted. * i 

. My aunt avoided, in confideration of 

my (ta^e and fatigues, eucering into our 

. affairs, and brought her t^wn before os 

nvith a kind freedom ; affured us . of the 

friendfhip of her eldeft fon, l^ord MorcU 

mer, who had; preferred the pleafure.of U« 

berty in both his religion and adtions^ by 

ferving in the wars of France, to feeking 

.a precarious fortune in England, under 

an enemy to the Pope. The landed pre- 

,,.perty, once the inhcriunccof thcMorti* 

.mers, her Lord had prudently difpofcd 

of ere -the return of Philip to Spainj '\fi 

whofc fervice he had ever continued : and 

that Monarch4 famed as he was .for meaor 

nefs acd ingratitude, had (hewn a Tignal 

fenfe of the attachment, by agrant to her 

youngeft fon of a fonfiderable .portion of 

land in Jamaica, wiiich he had cultivated 

•under fuch indulgences, as made it every 

day more valuable. His marriage v/ith 

a Spaniih lady, had united him more 

.firmly to their government and interefts.; 

but 
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but having lately had the misfortune to 
Ipfe Kts Yfifcy he had yielded to the in- 
treattes x)f his mother to vifit France, and* 
was hourly exptded\ Occupied with her 
own narration, my iaunt no longer remem- 
bered tliat I was weary. Mifs Cecil; how* 
ever^ reminded herof the hour, and we were* 
cpnduded to a magnificent apartment. 
. Lord Leicefter fl4ghtly touched on the* 
little difguft he had juftly conceived, and" 
ipdulged a drowfinefs which L could not 
immediately partake; New objefb had' 
awakened my fancy, and invaded my reft ;; 
images more pleafing than had blefl? me- 
fince the moment I quitted Kenilworth- 
Caftle now enlivened my fouU Yes, my 
Leicefter, faid I, foftly grafping the- 
hand of my fleepiiig love, for me thoa- 
ihalt no more be endangered,, and de^ 
graded ; beyond the reach of our enemies 
we may row laugh atall their impotent* 
malice. Ah vain and prefumptuous ! &' 
deadly ffl are was at that moment winding- 
round my heart,, and a punilhment prc- 
p^ed which pierced it through the bofom- 
o^'^^lecufjiy. Alas! madam, this night of 
E 3 p^ 



pr&mifcd.pdace jJrovcd the sera iTi my \\fe% 
and became fo. hya tniiforiunk "wGrtcH ^^ 
fo.r|>ed*ihft fenfe-ofv ^ycfyi oiherc ?Hcw» 
how (h^LItr^oal the- fiene^ ^ild prefenre 
rjEX/8»lle£lion enough ca < {^iainc ^ it? t'Dirdp^ 
piog into that.f (qfc lethargy r which €avt^ ' 
x\uif fleep'-'Hih) !why/:bac^ icnot hccdbn^i^ 
ried, iiivCk^ de^pefti ba&li wib bom Ite 
fate of thofe I Ipived; rit iwas cnj^^pfcculinr 
isifery t9 naife the^liani} wtticlv-^cutTbenfi 
off <fromv aU-'l^e my *n!ierii09}t, ^aud'oh^itd 
weep: tbrojugh Jrfc'-^fhe cri^ora of ^do'^^ft 
heai!t t-^S^iog^vas I havrialrbltly Md^ 
hm flv^iAberj I</&ntiedI be&itlr'ti^>M>ii^»^' 
the^ twm-^T^^rmg 'up With "a fear^hiibfi^ 
h^d crmde alteoftvmtaiciv^;' i^a^fiikelh'tfd 
Lord rLficefter^ whoUnftantly dnswlifide 
th^curtain.^ -I diHbcirned.With InexpT^ffittfe^ 
h#i;mr,^ by the .-palfc light 6f '«* Iabthi*Hi{ 
many taen fuirotfifding tfcc^bed vttthlcV 
\f]i^ annfi^ while-one jwith' aw impctiotiS 
vcticer called dm to If im t6 furrendeMo' the- 
Queen of England. At tbac fatal foubd 
«^y:VCfyrf()»l':«coiied, but ^my Lord j not 
d£ig.Ding io-ianfvyer^' direw a fword;'talwayii' 
l4id;pnd«r his"{)iHawyia2sd biughcity'cbnw 

^. • :i; .•:.:.:> 'f. ' ^^ :■• ."inandcl 
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Q}9R^ (heip tft ic«xc tbc cbaml^. The 

«iit binit KhQ>. by ioftaodjr recccating^' 
i^r,;«4 fhp vm Qf hii caiBpftiuQii. TJie 
Q^ q£ ^af|i» the tnra^odotf s fouiid, the 
UWVX ^ tjie iwoi^^a^t all qoofiffoed 
IB* W9BM»l^J^y fttc-~rLord i^kpftcr^ 

f/^rjh— ~i(|^» s)ln}Qil 19/ aU in heavesy 
ThbH in^ W W!»\^ arois iq a laft coovtil* 
fion.— -That which, at the appQiDtcd 
period^ g^U sMini^ihue MWrCf cao alftne 
fvi^a£f t^ ivg^ifffyfn p£ the tnomeAi^ 
'Ifcrribl^ tqo wa» tl^p ^oofufioR of: Afifir 
wrfitdxcjs a^ fa u^p^fc^ft an cYcnu Xhft 
f^int iigjat. ^hcx catrisd g!camo4 Qwr 
t|iolfe feature? foadQrcjJ* He trctnulopfly 
rji&d^ my hand tq»h^ lips, and gai(c vp 
bj^ f^yl in fiknc^ QQ^ nty bp^. 

Bw wha ftall fppa^ ^bc mifcry ot iny, 
njiad J Pfccipitatcd* iikc, t\\e. oflfendina 
a^gpls, at of^cp fronf> hcay«) tp l»cllt a^ am- 
ful rUcnce. cook place of UojRpuUon. Oh«. 
ic was a woe too nug^\ity fpr coaipiiamt.t 
Ipreofiljle t^ fe^r^ I^ at le/igtb defp^r^tf ly. 
urged his murderers qacc xporp to. uoiiw. 
*^ ~ ' F 4 tho<* 
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tsbofe they hftd thes Separated. I bathed^ 
my bofom in the blcflfed. crimfon whiclr 
flill flowed tfom his, and called alike on' 
heaven and man to cn4 me.* Alas^ the 
only objeft of my hdp6s, my fears, mjr^ 
cares, my wifties, was congealing before- 
the eyes of the forlorn wrtrtjch condemned* 
ta furvivc him. The erttranGe of Lady- 
Mortimer wrought grief up; to phrenzy, 
and for many days gave that relref to all 
my agonies, 

' Reafon dawned upon my diforderedr. 
foul like light through chaos.' A dim* re*-* 
membrancc of what 1 had been, preceded 
that of what I was. Faintly I recognized' 
even the weak hand with which I drcvr^ 
back the curtatvi. 1 found myfelf in ^' 
ifarrow cell^ lighted only through an ob-^ 
fcurc cafcment of painted glafs. Intuit' 
tSvcly my lips pronounced thd name of 
Lciccfter— in vain-— — Nothing but my^' 
own voice returned upon my car } and the 
lonely dungeon in which I bthcld myfelf* 
cnclofed, overwhelmed me with fo deadly 
a chillncfs, that? the (hutting of my eyes 
appeared a degree of. relief. Thoughr 

rofc: 
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fofe tumultuoufly on thought, till in one 
moment the terrible whole flaihed upon 
thy mind. I fcemcd once more in that 
magnificent bed which from the peaceful 
afylurh of love an inftant converted into 
the bier of death— once more I caught 
that laft^ laffi look^ indelibly impreficd— . 
and felt once more my heart congeaV 
with the nfe-blood. which fprung in tor«: 
rents from his.. I dieted up once mpre» 
in wild defpair i and. wringing my hands^ 
groaned forth hiis name in accents fo pierc-> 
ing, that they roufed the withered atten« 
dant allotted me>« from her undifcoyered 
pallet-bed at the foot of mine» Hurry-. 
ifig towards me, flic muttered fomething: 
I' did not underftand. Heavens ! cried. 
I, furveying her habit in amazement^ 
(for 'tili then I had never fcen a nun), 
where am 1? furely in the Recefs^. and 
the grave has given up its former inha- 
bitants for my relief and comfort ? 
** Jefu Marie t cried flhe in French, which. 
P very imperfeftly undcrftood, will this 
poor thing ever recover her fenfcs ?". 
*^ Ah. no, aidded I, anfwcring myfclf, that 
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fatal lapguagc confirms ev^ry dire recof*. 
jcoion : inform mc you, whp ar^ (I knovif 
flot Whyl iritci'wbvcn'in aiy fate, whcre^ 
wHcrc' Is my Lord r if all that f|a(b?s oy^r 
ihj foul ht but a wandering of inteUe^s 
And bfe'm'liviJs/'^Sficcaft doW bcr cye$ 
ih'uttcfing/ '* ^?s^ my poor 'child, yott 
are fcnfible hy that qUeftibn/'^ ^ ^^h^^ 
ta'fn hdpcl cried ^1, biirfting into tear% 
and' returning 'to rtiy nptivc tongue; yti 
tfh ! klive or ^ead, ^hlm alone do I require i^ 
reftore h'in^, but reftore him t a dear, a 
facred' duty ait^chcs me even to his alhesi^ 
Lead me td thim, ^fince t^^ey are all now 
left me, and alfow me to lament at leifure.** 
She fhf uggfed iio ' ftcr itouldcrs, implying 
that fbe cfid'nol t^^oughly coq)prehend^ 
liiy language, W* croffirig herfelf, de< 
nbuncedTtern^l perdition on me if 1 longer 
thought of a heretic, who feducedme from 
x\\t true fafth, and* who of * confirguencc 
becanrie a dfeadfuf example of vengeance y 
dfargihg me to adore the holy Virgin Mo- 
ther, who' hacf by fo gentle a punifhment 
recalled me t6 the Cathoiick church. Yes, 



faimed Micefter. in the infatuation of htr 

bigotry 
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bigotry (he dared to term thy death a gen^ 
//r 'f)iiDtftfinc*ht, ^luaighatkin^ tlirobbcd 
through ftfiofe puHei -grief had 'nbarljf* 
ftiltedi and I give ^ vent to aU the anw 
guifh of tay foil: abjured 'with arif ag«* 
gravat^d cdntttupt th^ 'elrdhebm fafth' of 
taj ' ahCcft5Ps, • ' bewailed kcfe' latf the cre- 
dulity' irifpiwd by tty' dWta— ckccraicd the 
cmd; ttie- i:fe*ih(fr(fti^ %^^f Mortimer^ 
and dcmindtfd rty liberty ^itlia fpiHc 
that ^ff^lei^ed aftid fuTrpViSjcd the Nans. 
Alas h •! pircfeivtd at thtelahfie teomdnf^ 
by the incrtaffrtg *nonlbcr'Vfhd now gathcr- 
ti foiind itfy biedj how vain Vithc'r ^threats 
or intreatiestmift .prdvt in tfiaf inffancc*-^ 
The ^Supfcfibr"&p|)rOatlitd, affti in'an au- 
thoritativ^ff 'd^cifive voiCH^ informed' rttf, 
thai Lady Mortlmiir, itl rtght- of her rila* 
lionlhip, had placed 'me-entiWy-uriaer 
their care and protcft ion, relying • on chcir 
pious endeavours both for the ' riScovery of 
royteafon and my principles: ri6r cduld'l 
roake fo good a ufe of the firft as to apply 
it folely tol the nf covery of the Matter,' in- 
teadof idly lameming=al6ls''whicH'alone 
could have prefcrvcd ^ my .foul: THey 
. ' ^ ^^ "'• ■' ' ^ -■• ' called 



76 THE RECESS, &c. 

called the noble hu(band».of wh6tn their 
illiberal tenets hid juft deprived me, an. 
heretic i an outcaft of focicty ; ^ wretcti: 
not worthy interment.: I hear<i ivithout 
replying^ but my foul was not filenc, I 
appealed to the Mod High, and he wilL 
cot forget me. Oh ! in the awful day of 
retribucion, dreadfully will he diftinguifb. 
Uie bigotted didlators in religion I 

Happily for me,, they underftood lefs. 
of my language than I did of theirs ; this 
alone perhaps faved me from a harfhnefs^ 
which muft have added the ruin of my. 
conditution to that of my peace. 

You will be aftoniflied, madam, at my: 
furviving fuch unceafing complicated mil- 
fortunes, and above all, the lofs of my 
beloved. I regard it myfclf with wonder» 
and impute my ftrength both of body andv 
mind folcly to the knowing no interval in 
rsy fufferings^ Driven from one fatigue 
to another, from one agony ta another,, 
lamentation was continually fufpended 
cither by amazement,' or that neecefliiy fur 
exertion which g^ives a.fpring toall but the' 
wcakeft minds, and counteracts defpon- 

dcacy« 
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dcncy. Grfcf, I may affirm from fad fex- 
perience, cannot be fatal till it (tills and 
.condenfes. every other paflion. 

Left at laft with only' that miferabfe 

companion, my own hearty I ruminated 

at Icifurc. Deprived of Lord Lcicefter, 

/happinefe, revenge, name, fortune, ^very 

charm of exiftence, every right in foci- 

ety i entombed alive, ere. the afhes of mf 

Lord were allotted a retting place, I r©- 

;v{ewed my whole face with aftonifhrnent^ 

.Often wearied with fuffering did 1 medi^ 

taie giving /up a 4ifc no iongor endeared 

to me, ,and quietly purfuing my fouKs 

better part. Alas, the unborn caufe of 

all my laie dangers would ftill recall, ttill 

.hold me down to XufFtr! Yes, precioug 

remnant of my love, fole pledge of pafl: 

felicity i -laft .of the mighty Dudley line, 

%hed I, I owe thee the painful bkffing 

of exiftence4 I owe^thy noble father's me* 

jnory juftice. .1 know the profound, th« 

txecrable policy of Elizabeth, nor doubt 

her cfcaping jChe fligheft cenfure, unleft 

I appear,-^and fhall I, (hall 1, oh Lei4 

ccfter, li?inaor dead, forfake thee? lliall 
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fl)C who coft ; thcCi every wocldly gbixf. 
allow thy honour^ thy, fortune, thy life, 
to. he an^bilacpdjwkhouc one effort to 
retrieve, eiijiv ^ No, .finc^ rcyenge js the 
littk all now left rtie^ let me fecure that 
little., I>irap[y>intj. qh GodJ the weak 
«nd ebthufiaftic views of cny unworthy 
relation; permit m^to convey from (hhs 
liohaUow^d ^rave, the honoured alhes of 
my love^ let them overwhelm. Elizabeth 
vith late contrition and fruitlefs ihame, 
and then, olb then, allow mis to bequeathe 
CO my trembling b^ibe that life^ I no longer 
Vri(h to groan under ! < - 

. Tq effcft any part of tl^efe complicated 
defigns, I found it abfolutely neceflary to 
iti4e> in a degree, my feelings % and fub- 
mitcing'to a ^iffimulation- my fouj ^bhor- 
red^ I requeftedto fee that woman who 
was more terrible to. my eyes than any 
thing human, EIi:^abeth excepted. This 
requeft fluttered the Nuns with the hope 
of my converfion, and a littlp opened 
their hearts towards me.. I npw learnt 
that the wretches who robbed my days of 
comfort, imputed the event folely to ac« 

cidcnfj 



ddent, npr pleaded a commi^on beyon a 
ionycying . t^rd Lciccftcr to England* 
^nd even tW in fo private a manner as 
ihewed tljem wftbout le^?! authorUy^-r 
The whole had been conduced with (o 
J)ro?ound a iccrecy^ that neither the dc- 
%n lior us bloody event had ever reached 
the knowledge of the police ;' to prevent 
vnicJi, tlie body 0/ Lord Leiccftcr had 
ocen imnficdiaiely; brought into an otitcr 
vault of the Cba*pel of tKe Convent, wherq 
ft had' beVii emfialmed ready to fend over 
<o England* .i? AicH fhould be the plea-? 
fufe of iHc (!iutcn ; which,, as it appeared, 
wasall they confidcrcd. The jewels an4 
money, both ^ Lord Lciccftcr and, myfelf 
poiTeffbd, w^cri we entered the fatal gates 
<)f Roiier^ Jccn^d to have.dcpar.ted with 
Him, aswell as fvery information refpcflt 
ing the lodgment of thofc fums I have 
already nfcntioifcd 5 and I ftw myfelf, ,for 
all that' fortune once', proniifed me^ iAhe- 
riting'oniy a weed. 

As I endured with patience the religious 
vifuatiohs and homilies of the Nuns, as 
well as thole of* various Monks, who 

united 
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pnitcd with them in converting me, Ladj; 
Mortimer in a few days confeoted to judge 
€f their cares by feeing me. This infolcnt 
^oman confidered the vifit as a conde- 
fccfnGon^ and hardly held out a hand mine 
ihuddered again to touch. Unmoved with 
iny palcncfs, my condition, or my habit, 
Ihc calmly difcourfcd with the fifterhood 
and the Monks, while I continued drowa ' 
cd in tears that no human effort could 
ftifle, A gentleman, v^ho I underftood 
was her younger foo, addrcft me with the 
voice of fympathy j uninfluenced by his 
tnother^s pious prejudices, he (poke of my 
/nisfortune as the Brft on earth, and of 
Lord Lciceftcr as the man who moft dc- 
ferved to be lamented i and bewailed the 
delays in his pallage whicli had niade him 
4Linhappiiy arrive too late to. fuccour either* 
He fpoke too in EngliQi. The words, 
tTie manner, the language, funk into my 
foul, and a faint hope they ftruck out' 
alone enabled me to fupport the enfuing 
convcrfation. Lady Mortimer addreft mc 
with an air at once tenacious and haughty ^ 
ifcated mc like a mere girl, who to a 

blind 
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;IyITnd and unpardonable pa1Iion,'had made 
«|)crpctuirl facrifices of^ every folld duty of 
religion and maraliry ^^ reprefcnted nic a^ 
the fdlc calife of my mother^s maftyrdomi 
•a fin no penance could ever expiate > 
menrrioned with horror that onion, which 
•wandng the fandion of the Pope, could 
ftot by her be termed a marriage : and 
iralucd herfclf on the happy plan (he had 
iaid to fepar^e us. h appeared thacth^ 
information of our place of refidcnce had 
paffcd from her to Elizabeth, who bar- 
gainfed for the fcrcret delivery of Lord 
Leicefter t6 her emiflaries*: a rcqueft Lady 
Mortimer complied with gladly, as the 
cafieft and moft effeftual means of re- 
uniting me to the Church, The plan of 
fcizing him at midnight, had, Ihc owne^t 
been concenedi^y herfclf, as that was a 
time when he could neither refifl:, nor I 
follow him, to cremate any alarm : a cir- 
cumftance (he dreaded beyond any other. 
From the bloody confcquence of thii 
treachery fhe affected to acquit herfelfj^ 
fhoagh without exp'effing any forrow oii 
theoc(-afi;n. ' 

^-VoLt li- G Ob 
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Ob, negati^ fin 1 groaned I iowardtfi 
oh| dire calli»lloQ! wanci^g courage t^ 
$&, an ill» arc you, whco pre-acq^ajoted* 
Ids guilty in not preventing it ? the tawa 
of England reached not' hither i nor waa 
Lord Leicefter amenable by thoie laws i 
therefore entice and murder him, be« 
Death a roof alliance and hoipttaKty fiioul4 
jiayc doubly confccrated ? Wherefore, but 
that the conimoneft inn would have pno« 
tested hid) i Tears and fighs being all mf 
comments on her fpeech, fhe joined th^e 
Monks in elaborate exhortations 4 in 
high promifcs of ^rtfcnting me to ali 
my mother's partifans, and rendering m€ 
|he head of the Englifti Catholic partf^ 
whenever I voluntarily recanted my er* 
rors; or if I perfifted in them> antici^ 
pating the judgment of Heaven, Ihc re- 
vived to punifh my apoftacy by an abfo* 
lute feclufion within the walls which at 
prcfcnt confined me. Faint and over- 
come, I promifed to deliberate, and witti 
difficulty obtained the only requefi: I Ivid 
venturcvl : — the fad indulgence of weep* 
ing over the coffin of Lord lieicefter. 

I. could 
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t cootd hardly fail to difcover, throug^h 
this veil of fimulacion, pride and bigotry, 
a ftrohg fclf-iBtereft. The agreement f*r 
delivering up Lord Leicefter to Elizabeth 
very highly offended thofe laws which pro* 
teAed Lady Mortimer^ and to which flie 
mud have aufwered, had the intention 
only tranfpired ^ but when to that was 
added Ms murder, his midnight murder, 
in a city chiefly compofed of Huguenocit 
hardly dared (he guefs at her own danger. 
The narrow faith which cmbofomed her 
among Catholics, proved in this inftancc 
her fafery» fince united in her danger as 
well as principles, they were rcfolved to 
venture the ucmoft to fecure her. Every 
Ifubfecjucm day confirmed my opiniorf, 
and the abfolute neceflity of winning me 
over, or entombing me alive, made tht 
Nuns omit no care or indulgence, after 
once i feemed to liften to them. 

Fearful of roufing all my paflions, and 
tev'iviag every prejudice, by conducing 
me to the dreary unhallowed vault Lord 
Leicefter was laid in, and not daring to 
bring his facrilegeous a(hes within their 
G 2 ow 
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4)wn Chapel) the Nuo8 amufed themfdvet 

with decorating his fepulchre with all ci|e 

pompous lAfignif of Death. — Ah 1 va'm 

jnattempt to.fadden anguilh 1 Can oiidnigbc 

diapers, fufpended blackj or waving plumes 

:^elieve thofc eyes which feck in vain their 

,only ohjcd-^ or gratify a heart writhing; 

43nder the iron hand of calamity i Can 

mortal prayers enfure immortal happir 

.mefs? or 'Can felf- fainted wretches bribe 

/the Almighty even with the ore his boun^ 

jty lavifhes.? Prepoft^rpus blindnefs !-r- 

»5uch-wcrc my mental nspljes to all their 

enthufiadic harangues ; and this ill-chofta 

jinoment of affailing me, only fixed xny 

.flucluating religious principles. On the 

coffin of Lord .Lciccfter, .my iecret foui 

j)ronounced a vow folemn and irrevoca^ 

ile, to know no -heaven but his, nor. feck 

it in another manner. Thou, too, oil 

moft beloved ! wcrt prefent— but not to 

inie-^no more ^my eyes were to imbibe 

pleafure from the lucid beams of thine 4 

-—-no more my foul was to mingle with 

,thine, effufions' which fo often bad ena* 

•bled me to fuftain the malevolence of 

for-* 
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fortune! Ah, no! thou, thou alone wcrt by 
arrange tranfition become my fovtreign 
grief; and the cold lead which feared up 
d\i(l fo precious, enclbfed at the fame mo* 
iDcnt the heart of thy fad widow ? 

I had in vain enquired for Mifs Cecil ^ 
the Nuns aflfured me they knew only from- 
my delirium that fuch a perfon cxifted^. 
and Lady Mortimer inexorably refufcd to* 
inform me, whether (he ft ill did fo- 
Deeply I lamented the lofs of the only 
friend who could haVc foothed by (harirrg. 
my affliftion. Death had hallowed her 
paQian with rights fcarce inferior to my 
own, and my heart too frequently felt 
none but tliofc who loved could hment 
Lord Leiccfter as he merited. 
'Mr. Mortimer fpon became the me^ 
dium between me and his mother ; defpair- 
ing' to touch her impenetrable foul, t 
employed every moment of lonelinefs in^ 
dbduing her font's. Slowly I unfolded 
niy views, arid (lowly he too liftened 
to them,-, yet he did IKlerii Fearful 
that every hour' would add anew incon* 
♦enicnce, by the -birth of that poor babr 
G J £ 
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for whom I fufibred fuch unremitting ca^ 
latnity, and dubious whecher the pious 
policy of the ^Iuns might not fnatch ir, 
as foon as born, from my feeble arm^, as 
\yell to enfure my (lay as my abjuration, 
new terrors if rung up in my foul. I could 
not but perceive that an interefled motive 
afliiated Mortimer; reduced, however, ta 
o^e my freedom to any thing, t ap« 
peared blind to a tendernefs every circum- 
ftance forbade him to avow. A very feve 
days determined him, and be informed 
mt that he had fecured an £ngli(h veffelj^ 
the crew of which were to be his oaly 
affift^nts. How flowly is hope extin«; 
guifhed, and oh, how iwl/lly does ic. 
revive ! afiuated with the mod impattenc 
dcfire of cfcaping, I nfiade even my grie^ 
fubfervient to it-, and propofcd to tha^ 
Nuns periodically to watch in the vaulc 
with Lord Lciccftfcr, (a fad ceremony 
their religion permitted, and mine did 
not forbid) beiog tokl it would bt eadcr 
to force a way into this than the interior 
parts of the CoovenC. Mortimer had 
bio)fclf dirci£ted in convcyiog. thither my 
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departed love, and aHowed it to be an 
cafy means of cfcape, and perhaps the; 
only on^. 

I paft part of federal preceding nighd 
m cbe fame manner, accompanied by 
different Nons, to lull fnfpicion^. were it 
poflibie any flioold have arifen* What 
j^uick, what multiplied, what varioua- 
emotions foreran the appointed time!— « 
Every eye ieemed to dive into my defign« 
and every heart feemed intent to coun« 
lerafk i€. I found it inrpofiible to obtaln^ 
the privilege of watching alone^ and fiii" 
vered left my deliverers (hould arrive ere 
ny pate companion was fummoned; or 
I ihoutd want ftrcngth to prevent her 
alarmtng the fifterhood. Fortunately the 
jnght pfxived feveirfy cold,, and obferving: 
ihjit file was no fliarer in my penance, t 
Kfioonunended U> her to retire to her cell^ 
and fcfpin me when the mattins were 
over. Difgufted with her employmenr,. 
and already froft-nipt, (he fullenly com^ 
plladv leaving me abne with the cof- 
fin of Lord Leic?cftcr— Loft hofband of' 
vtf dioice !: Oh, ever dear,., and ever la-* 
G 4, mented ! 
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mented! fighed I, koeeling before^ aij4 
Invoking the fcnfckfs lead, not fqr her^ 
Yclf is* ihyTvlatilda thus anxious :, tQ vin^ 
dicate thy honour, to prefcrvc the proc'w 
ous earth which once was parc.ofchee^ 
and that which will iQon become fo, is slW 
the ufe {he qow can makie o£ freedom* 
An aweful fiLrnce, which ftremed. only in«^ 
terrupted by the throbbing of my pulfes^ 
fucceeded. Kegardlefs of all thofe em-- 
Slems of the grave, which harroy^ up the 
{ninds of the bappy^, I knew no /<ar buc 
qf the living* The bell (truck upon mjft 
beart the decifive twelve. A jarring iiv 
the fartl!ieft vault, reached my ear^ano«< 
ther opened ; I heard the feet of men ^ 
another yet; L was environed by my d€-». 
liverers^ and pne fpark of pleafuce* ratu 
through my cold frame,, as I raifed my> 
head from the coffin of Lord Leiceft^r^ 
** Fly, fair Matilda,". cried therimpaticnt; 
Mortimer^ fnaiching iny hand, to raifc> 
me. — •' Stay,, generous friend,^ and;: heat, 
me, faid I, vj^iih firmnefi^. You rrfcue pnl]|t 
half of me, if you leave the alhes erf" my: 
. , : Loijl; 
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Lord bthihd. . Would you part a mifcr 
from bis creafure ^ rather will he be mai^ 
iacrtrd upon it. Tber€ is enclofed ihe 
whole of mine;. bear that likewife away^ 
or entonob me with: ic -, for never, I fwear 
by him in whofe prefenQe we were unkcd^ 
pcvcr will I, alive or dead, confenc to 
part with my hulband/* Offended at fa 
unexpe&ed a demand,, ho urged the diffi- 
culty and the danger, with a barflinefs 1 
thought him incapable of; nevertheltfs; 
Uie place and time allowed .jpot. of long 
deliberation, and finding me inflexible; 
be at laft ordered the failocs to conve/ 
away the coffin. likewiCe. An order theyi 
only complied with, from talcing the me- 
taphoricaLphrafe I had ufcd, **^ of a trea*» 
^re," in a literal fenfe. Attached to Lord 
Lcicefter beyond mortality, I always felc 
protefted when, he was prefcnr, and with; 
ceafelefs care watched my deliverers, coo-^ 
Vjinced they would be but too ready "to 
leave fo great an incumbrance behind. « 
They bore me with fwiftnefs to (he 
I)anks of the Seine, where a boat waited ;, 
and. the tide fa^voxing, wc foon reached » 
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ihip of coQlidorable burdenj which weigii^ 
ed anch(Mr immediately. Agitated with 
% choafaiul remembrances, that of Mor^ 
timer hardly occurred ta me till the vef- 
icl was under fail, and I ftill perceived 
him on board. I had ever underftood be 
was to leave oie as fooo as I was placed 
in fafcty, and reminded him of this pro^ 
mife. ** I will leave you, faireft of Mro«* 
men, cried be, eagerly grafping my hand^- 
when you are placed in fafety % if you ftill 
fre cruel enough to defire it. But can f 
quit you now ? or venture to fet foot Im 
a country whei^ I h^ive for your fikc viow 
htcd the moft lacred law, and eitpofed 
myftlf to condign puniihment f*' I fbould 
have found reafon enough in this anfwer» 
but that his ftifled, (hort breathed joy, his 
ungovernable ardor, in^refied my fccret , 
ibut mxj^ Xtvtor^ aiKl. robbed freedom^ of 
aU comfort. 

I ibund in the cabin, to which I was^ 
condu&ed, a woman anotred to attend' 
tmt^ who ftrMgly rccbmmended that re* 
pofe my fote had long denied : the mrs- 

n»a»from wJitdi i had tfeaped,, united' 

Willi 
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With tbofe that ftttl threatened me. to oq^ 
cupy my whole foul ; and willing to avert 
t|ie Jarful anticipation. I entered inta 
fame conomon difcourie, with my attend* 
aot. I fouEK). with infinite aftonilh* 
meat, that fhe was a midwife, and pro- 
vided with every tiecefiary for the expe^b* 
td babe. I (hould have coAfidtrcd this 
as the moft tender oblivion, bad not 4 
fatal doubt fprong up ifi tbj hearts 
which fufpended every gctiefoua emotion^ 
Alafi» it footi matured into certainty I 
The vain and etemai fondnefs which made 
me infift oa having t}ie cbffin of Ldrd 
Leioefter placed in the cabin., illdtted foe- 
me^ at firft feemed to^ infpire in Morti« 
mcr that horror common to weak or 
guilty minds, at fight of fuch an awful^ 
meme(ito : a few days, however, rendered 
it fair^iliar to him^ A palfion he no longer 
concealed, led him continually into mf 
pi^efence; neither the unburkd dead, the 
black . which (ecmcd to env clap my wi* 
thcred heart ia$ wcU as fei^m. nor the fad > 
circumftanccs in which I waa widowed^ 
anf lopger ogerMcd on tea ioMgiaatipn^ : 

I too 
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Ttoo plamfy perceived; that he confiderccT'' 
iheas his own, and only waited my recci* * 
Very to ^vow bis unwarranted pretenfions;. 
What dire vicrffiuides of fear did my tU 
mid foul experience! I faw myfelf en* 
ttrcly in the power of this man-; forlorti- 
of every human aid! hopelefs, helplefs, 
ftve in the mercy^ of the Almighty— Oh^ ' 
thoti fuprtme! fighed I, hourly raifingf^^ 
ray ftreaming «yes to Heaven, thoti whofe 
omnifcient breach rolls on this- mightjr' 
world of waters I oh, grant that tbey may- 
prove my fafety or my grave ! 
• A little gallery ran btfore my cabiil^ 
thither I fometimes went for air. De^ 
voured with reveries like thofe recapicu- 
lattd, I one evening found fhem interrupt* 
cb by the voice of a woman finging. The 
elegance of her manner, und the fweet* 
nefs of her tone, convinced me it could- 
rm. be my coarfe attendant ^ nor did f* 
know the (hip contained ^another, female" 
fave myfelf. Rapt in aftonilhmcnt and 
CBfiofity, every fcafe fubfided into fear. ' 
I. recognized a favourite hymn j a hymn • 
fa fwellipg, fokmih and f^bllm.r^ thatr* 
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mjr charmed fenre pursued the ; fubye£fc aV- 
moft CO 'Heaven^ She changed to dcatl^ 
—one 4onie, one deep, one dirge^likt 
tone, .ftruck on my vibrating, hearty an4 
aJmoft filenced every pulfe* A loud cry^ 
with the name of Rbfe^ burft from me-^ 
the noife of a j>erron falling .fucxecded^ 
and the (inging ceafed. I ran wildJy \XQ 
to the deck, and loudly demanded my 
dear loft friend of the aftoniflicd Morti; 
mer, Confufcd beyond the power of dc* 
reiving me, he opened a cabin immedir 
atdy over my own. Ah^ with what tu^^ 
inuUuous eniotions did I Taife the much^ 
loved, much-lamented partner of my fate I 
fiowjy (he recovered from the ftupor fur-» 
prize had occaGoned,; a thoufand remem^ 
brances endeared the pleafurc of the re- 
union; alas! as many annihilated all fenfe 
of pleafure. Embraces and tears at length 
{ubfidtsd. As foon as alone, I quedioned 
her concerning the interval, the dire de-; 
cifivc interval.—** Waked by the univer- 
fal confufion, faid the fair Rofe with bitter, 
fobs, which fucceedcd the fatal accident 
of the night that p^tcd us, I demanded^ 

'you» 
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you, mj friertd, with frmtic ardor, buf 
in vaia. A man, I foon underftood to 
be die fon of Ladf Mortimer, who was 
concealed in the houfe when we arrived, 
fliortljr after entered my apartment, aad 
ordered others who attended him, to con- 
vey tne on board the (hip which brought 
feim from Jama^ica; Tears and intreaties 
were fruiclefs, and in the dead of nighc 
I was conduced to the banks of the Seine* 
Jind rowed to this veflcl, in which I found 
tnyfelf imprifoned, without the Icaft hope 
of meeting yo«, I foon learnt, from the 
coarle jcfts of the failors, that their owner 
was an unprincipled villain in all refpe^s, 
and'^morc cfptcially where women were 
concerned ; every hope of an cfcape was 
finally taken from me, by my having the 
ilUfortune to attach the Captain, whom 
fear of Mortimer alone has kept within 
bounds. I underftood the veflcl was 
bound for Jamaica, and only waited to 
talce in a new cargo : never thelcfs, I faw 
that completed without our fetting fail ; 
and hoped from this the hand of prori* 
dcnce would yet intcrpofe in my favor. 

Alas, 
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Ah9^ ihttie did I imagine that it wa8 in- 
volving you in the fame hopelefSt-defp^ 
race lituation t— Judge then^ oh m^ft un«> 
firtunate, concluded the amiable Mtfs Ce- 
cil, what faM awatta us both^rticued from 
the Ikentious wilhea of your cotJfin^ hia 
^orthkfs heart has only exchar^d ita 
objedy and rcfigns me as the more igno« 
hie prey to his more worthlefs companion : 
the iitcte decency Mortimer has hitherto 
^ferved towards you, this mifcrablc 
meeting will finally put an end to. He 
tiow knows yoa arc infallibly apprized of 
your dcflination, and how will you form 
your mind to it ? The ifland to which we 
tre bound is yet in the hands of a few 
fettlcrs ; power is almoft their only Jaw, 
and he doubclefs does not want that, fincc 
he ventures to defy every other. Never 
more (hall my aching eyes difccrn the 
fife, the pleafant (horcs of England, 
thofc fhores they joyed to lofc fight on 
*— Alas, they then were fixed upon an 
ebjccl, offended Heaven has punilhed mc 
by claiming I"* 

Ho- 
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,. How^ how (hould wc rcfiil the num(f» 
ing power of deCporation, did not the fat- 
jered fcivfe of devotion moftly fpring from 
ic> and life the foul above humanity ! AU 
jCbough more deplorably circumftanced 
iChan my friend, by a courageous effort I 
iTefolved to foothe and confole her; ^nd 
^cnily preparirg her tender heart for the 
fatal object ii was deftined to encounter^ 
J led her down to my cabin. , Ah whae 
4iffcftion ftrcamed equally from our hearc& 
And eyes upon the cold memento I 

Mifs Cecil judged too truly, and the 
infamous Mortin>er no longer deigned t3 
veil his views ; perpetually Chocking me 
.with free and haughty declarations of his 
j)a(rion. It was ^ut too obviov^s that he 
knew his power, and confidered his inten- 
tion of marrying me as the >mo(l . honouir- 
able diftindioni even at the moment he 
fcofFed at every one cuftom or nature had 
ellabliihed. Mifs Cecil was not lefs int. 
portuned, by a wretch rough as the cle-* 
ment by which he fubfilled, and both* (^ 
regularly vifited our cabin, that fcarec 
could we call it cur own, even at the 

hours 



fidbr^ facfed to rcpafc. In ihc ctcrnaf 
^onflifts, foch $ fituatiori mufl: cwfc, dcr. 
pair would too often prevail j and filcntlf 
nvich dubious eyes we fathofmed the aby(i 
<jf waters on which wc floated, confidcr- 
iog it as the laft terrible afy4u*m, 

In the midft of thefe horrors the Ap- 
pointed period revolved, arid ndturc mad^ 
her agonizing effort. At that awful mo- 
ftient I loft every fcnrfation of fear, anci 
reGgned myfctf into the hands of my 
Creator; befceching him to recall the 
troubled foul which fo long had groaned 
before him, with that of the t^dcr babc^ 
vhofe firft feeble cries pierced my every 
fcnfe. As foon as my weaknefs allowed, 
they gave into my arms a girli % dear, ^ 
fathcrlpls gir4, who feen-yed at her firft en- 
trance into cxiftence to bewail her un- 
known calamity. An impolfe new, ex- 
quifite, uneKpefted, toek pafleffion of my 
fcul i zii impulfc fo fwect, fo ftrong, fa 
facred, u feenpjed as if I had never loved 
lill ihen. Feebly ftraining her to my 
•bofom, I enthufiaftically prayed th« Al- 
mighty to bellow on her every bleffing 

YoulU H ^aie 
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fhe had innocendy wrefted from mc$ 
Vihilc my fond heart bapcifed her rn it^ 
tears. Powerful, powerful nacure ! ho«r 
^id I worfliip all thy ordinations ! Nq 
fate can be wrought up to fuch a height 
of happinefs^ but fome interwoven fot'* 
row chaftehs us with tht lad fenfe of im- 
perfeftion; nor an^ fo (teeped in afflic- 
tion, but fome cekftial ray flreaoiS' 
through this frail manfion of mortality^ 
fubliming all our fufferings^ 

While my eager eyes gazed unwearied 
on my new-born cherub, and traced ia 
lier infant lineaments her father's match- 
Icfs beauty^ even till they ached with 
fondnefi;, fancy pierced through the veU 
of futurity to unite each grace of perfo^i 
and of mind, and enduing her with allj 
«vcry human claim upon my feelings 
feemed condcnfed, and revived in this 
new one. Oh, hopel fwect fubftitute for 
iiappinefe, whofe mental gildings dawn 
periodically upon the foul, like light upoa 
creation, awakening and invigoratiftg 
^very aftive principle of being; recalled 
loy thy irrcfiftiblc influence cvcrS from 

,ihc 
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•^ftbc dark, the dreary grave, each troubled 

heart arifes, and (haking off the heavy 

'■ dews of forrow, flowly refumes its wonted 

^ habits. The pale converts of experience 

no longer dare to appropriate the darlifig 

• ^objea: of their wifhes, but meekly then 
-4'eccKve the appointed plcafure, prepared 

/ilikc either to ergoy or to rcfign it. 

As thus the msriernal tye cngrrfted rt- 
felf in my foul, I ptrpetually endeavoured 
to imprefs that of my dear unfortunate 
friend with the fame train of ideas. Al;rs, 

• in vainl — Rather furpriztrd at finding me 
,4cnfible of confolatioii, than difpofcd to re- 
ceive ir, Mifs Cecil gradually withdrew a 
confidence I did -not rafily mife, and deli- 
vered herfcif up to that cold and fullea 
xJefpair, which unlrttles every principle. 
Iritrcatics and arguments foon loft all effcfl: 

•on hef. Starting at times from an im^c- 
.'Jietrable reverie, a broken figh would vet- 
turn all I could urge, while my continued 
adjurations produced too often a marked 
•difguft. Obliged at intervals to quit the 
cabin (left even my prcftnt fituatioh fliould 
•fail lO'proiedl it from intruders) and liflen 
H 2 t 
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to the baleful addreJSea of htr boHertet 
lover, ofttn did rfac feat of rea&^ appear 
ihaken io tbis dear udfiotrtiinatt gii her 
returns and a vagw and cKimvagftnc jof 
would Suddenly give plac^ io the tieepeft 
^loom and ioanity^ i law thefe fi^Soa. 
tions with horror, aod 4readed cbe i«0- 
ment w:hen a rude demand of avarrigge 
:(hbuld bring her fate to a cliamc. Ah, 
not without ireafon did I d<rTad id Ofie 
. evening after a converfatbn of this kind, 
I perceived her more than iifuaUy difturb- 
cd. Neither my -prayers, nor the pour- 
jng rain could bring h^ from the balcoay:, 
where for hours flie told her weary ftcpf. 
il darted at lal^ from ^ momentary Q^m* 
ber on her rc-entc?riii^ the cabin. Tbe 
^im lamp burning in it, (hewed her wi^ 
^ flow and tottering pace approaching the 
laft afylum of Lofd Lcicefter ; finking 
by this repofitory of her breaking hear^ 
dbe cJafped her hands upon her bofom 
-with a moft fpeaking fenfe of woes whil^ 
over it her fair locks fell wild and di* 
ihevelled, heavy with the midnight rain^ 
and fliivering to its beatings. The wet dra. 
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pery of htr white garments floated far over 
the floor, and combined to form fo perfeft 
an tma^e of ddblation, as froze up all 
my faculties. I ftruggled for articulation. 
A feeble cry alone cfcaped me. She dart- 
ed at the found from her icy Rupor, and 
glanced her eyes every where, with that 
acutenefs of perception which marks a 
difturbed imagination; then with a long, 
figh fank once more into herfelf. A fc* 
eond cry^ followed by her name,, my 
bounding eager heart pronounced. She 
half arofcv the motion of her Hp$ fccmcd^ 
contending with the drear filence of the 
Moment, but not a murmur broke it,— - 
amazement, horror, the wrings of deatk 
transfiaeed me. Springing up with ethc- 
Fral Ughtnefs, even while her feeble framr 
Aivercd wirh^ agony and afitrdUon, Ihe 
fixed on my convulfed features a long,,', 
long look^ then waving majeftically si^ 
laft adieu, rotfacd again mto the bitGon]^»< 
Unable to move a limb, my harrowed 
ibul fcemcd, through the jar of the ele*^ 
ments, to diftingui(h her dreadful plunge: 
into the world of waters. A fomethl"'*'' 
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too mighty to defcribe or endure cam^ 
over mc, and fcnfc Ecd before ix. 

How long it was ere my. carelefs atten- 
dant returned to my relief Lknow not, but 
a fuccelTion of Bts^ accompanied with dan- 
gerous fliudderings, and. a raging, fever^ 
fcemed every moment to promife me, from, 
the ordination of providence, that rclie£ 
my loft Rofe had ventured to precipitate*^ 
Whether her fatal example, or my fuffcr- 
jngs, in6uenced„m]^tyrant|, I know. not, but. 
his pcrfecution entirely fubfidcd j, in the 
ihort intervals of reafon my weaknefs pro»^ 
duced, he condemned bis, own conduft,, 
bound himftlf by the moft folemn pro^. 
mifes to convey me: home,, and conjpred,, 
me to ftrugglc for iife>. if not for my own» 
fake,, at leaft for that of my. infant. Alas, 
my babe I. when ray check felt once more- 
thy tender breathings, l.accufed myfclf for. 
l(i(hing to leave thee, and acknowledged, 
tKe Gd nectfljty of living. My cruel ma- 
lady robbing the cherub of her natural fuf- 
tenancc^ it was with difficulty (hie received., 
a.ny oxhcrr,. and the propofal he nwde me,. 
cf having, her bapiixcd,, was readily ac,«^^ 

c^rgted.* 
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*tpted. That ceremony was performed' 
the fame evening. Alas, my precious in- 
fant, no vel7et pitlowed thy innocent face f 
no coftly canopies prefcrvcd it ! no noble 
fponfors, with ready arms, contended to 
receive thee! no father's blefli ng followed 
that of Heaven ; thou wert, alas, given by 
a' fordid nurfe, to a more fordid chaplain^ 
^nd by a dim lamp, within a narrow ca- 
bin, thy woful mother raifcd her feeble' 
bead to fee the chihd' of Lord Leicefter> 
a daughter of the Houfc of Stuarr,. con^' 
iterated by the name of Mary. 
'Recovered a little from the cffeSs, at^ 
Vrell a« the impreffion caufed by the un-^ 
bapppy cataftrophe of l^y darUng friend^A 
1^ could not fail to adore that gracious' 
providence with^ wiiofe decrees (he ha* 
dared to blend her own, oiv learning thar 
the infoteiit Captain had, on* that fatal^ 
cveningy^^ by a fall broke botlv his arms, 
and loft the power of molefting her. Ar 
firft this appeared a bitter aggravation^' 
but foon it fonk into my foul, and rcgu-* 
btcd all my future conduft. Never ^ ahr' 
aevcr, from-that moment have I ventured^ 

H 4r 
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Co yield to ra&nefs and de/pair^ but wbco^ 
unable to obey I hav€ rcfolvcd to cn-^ 
4ure. How feverely has this principles, 
been tried? Huw often,, when over-. 
weighed by the heavy hand o/ misfor^ 
|u&e, have I been obliged co interpofe-. 
between myfrlf and my fate^ the fleeiingp^ 
form of the beauteous Cecil efcaping my;. 
helplefs wiil^ and rufbing^ uncalled, iuta. 
eternity? - 

The ymn hope of rcturniog to England^ 
ysitJx which Mortimer bad flattered m&. 
into health, daily dinuoilhed y and tho; 
j^teration of the air^ unk^d with the daf* 
COAirfe af the marineraj to prove that thC/ 
period of rixf dlMriHis voyage approach**- 
«d» I heard rbinndi the uaiveri^ (bout k 
md that fwieet tfnetioii failqra otply (ttl ac^ 
light q£ la;nd». agitated every heart bu(. 
mne^^ Av9ffe and glaomyv I iurn«d my^ 
hopelcfa <(y^ tow4r4s a fhore where na<p. 
tiju^'s lavifii hand had if read a frnilityi. 
which iiiemcd to fcorn the aid of art* . Ah^^ 
wj>ere are now the barren hi Us,^ the chalky, 
cJffts ^ Englanti^ figh«d I in fileoce,. I 
perceived St. Jago de k Vega 5 and ia. 

the 
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the idea of interefting tbe Governor i 
rcfted my Ud hope. I knew not tbut eager 
to poSkk the ^usdant conveniences mj 
tyrant had brought ovu I fliottld cfcape 
\h9 notice of the inhAbkantsi^ or be cen« 
Hdsred a& li«2og Uioiber not w>rch eo** 
qihi^if y. Confided imthtn the narrodv bouiidft- 
of my own c^bb^ I bad the snortifieatioii^ 
of hearing t^ Qinnon and mu(kk pro^ 
dainir cbr aprival and depnuturc of the< 
Qoverngr and Officers^ after partaking » 
lamptiious ^atertaJAmedt ;. and oa ihet 
fiiao eyeaing, Mrhile intoxication frcisred 
tlve^ef peaple of the ifland in^their own 
l)ou^e% I w4s landed^ and put into a litter^ 
wfaich^ the (Laves, of MoiftMr bore to*> 
wardB^ lik pjantationa. Tm &w idlera^ 
whooi ctirio&ty drew round noei difre^ 
garded my adjuralioniv and with cold in^ 
(blench examined my features. Their t^ 
marks were made id a Itngaage I did ndt 
underftand, and I plaitfily difoercted they 
did not mQ^ tq uiHkrfta^ minew 1 too» 
hie recolIcd(;d iHy being unveiled might' 
make them fortti a falfe judgment of vnf 
cLiMradUrj, . N^%k b% niaurt, and bowetk 

to 
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to the earth by misfortune, I loft alf 
power of contending with my fate; and 
jRipphcating only the Almighty, awaited 
ks dire completion. 

' I perceived it was not without reafoir 
that Mortimer had boafted of his authority; 
with overbearing iafolence he now dc* 
Qunded my band, and bade me remember 
he was there a fovereign,- nor did I fee » 
being who dared even to murmur at his 
^ilK He prefumed to rally the anguifb 
he occafioned, and even facrilegioujQy x<y 
infult the cold remains of that adored 
bufband, whofe rights he fcemed every 
moment ready to violate. Imagination^ 
had long fince been. exhauAed in feeking 
ipeans of redrefs. Flight was impoffible iir 
a country where I neither knew the roads^ 
the natives, nor whether it fupplied at^ 
individual willing or able to proteflme.^ 
Many of his Spanifli* domeftics I was not 
permitted to fee;, thofe that were allowed 
to approach mr, appeared haughty, re- 
pelling, and fi'enr. I foon found that 
they compounded with their pride for the 
^crvile exa&ioos of duly paid to him, by^ 

lording 
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Iprding it equally over his flaves; who» 
timid by nature, and fubdued by cruelty,. 
fteoied to have loft the very wilh of any 
other good than that of exiftence» 

Tears, fighs>. and refufals could na 
Ipnger avert, or even delay the facrifice ^ 
and having only a few hours of folitude 
allowed to prepare n)y mind for the cere*» 
ipony, I hulhed my fmiling babe at tnf 
throbbing breaft> and wearied alike with*^ 
mifery and prayer, dropt into a flomber«. 
4 dream^ reprefented me in the poQtion Iv 
really was — funk oa the ground neaP the' 
coffin of Lord Lcicefter, Suddenly Iper-- 
ceived the lid was removed.. I ftarted up,, 
ii^pati^nt to behold the -chofen of my 
hrart. I £aw him once moi^, though wrapt 
ii) the garments of the grave— once more- 
I (aw rich life mantling on that manly 
check, and tbofe fine eyesy. mine never' 
bjrheld without plrafure^ once more beam-^- 
ed brightnefs upon me. Surprized, en- 
tranced, I jTiade a thoufand kiefFt&ual ef« . 
fqrts to fpeak, and holding out my new-^, 
born Mary^ I faw (oh fwcet, though vain - 
dtlufion). ajather^s, arma enfold hcr^ Mj^ 

, , . fcafc* 
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UnCei foemed un^aal to the ecftacy^ : im^ 
penetrable darkneft fpread over my eyts^ 
aod a biirft of ediereal mufic absorbed 
every faculty : recovering alt, however^ 
inftantaneoufly, I looked upward. A las, 
Lord Leicefter was afcendtng with his 
daughter ia his armiv I demanded her 
with agonizing cries ^ and^ catching at a 
maotk which yetfeemed within my reacb^ 
it fell upon noe like the crafhof nature^ 
huryiog tnc under an Immoveable weight. 
I awakfsocd ac ihe moment, ^is but a 
dfeanit^ cried my feared heart, but (uch a 
dream at the horrors of (he approaching; 
iQomefit atone could coiuneerpoife. 

Scarce had I recalled my fhook ienfcs^ 
when Mortimer^ astcoded by bia chap«» 
lain aod donoefticsi entered my apartment* 
While the latter were decorating it with> 
Catholic pomp, I fummoned the fmalLre* 
mains of my courage (o addrefs the prieft^ 
who ftood ready to mocic the reli^on he 
profefled*.*-^'* By that awful God,, to whom 
you are con(ecr4fied» h«;ar me^ Father t 
crkd It finking at his fcet» and oh, that 
h% may gr^iciouil; ioipreft upon your 

bearc 
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iKirous i^nds at oece widowed and be- 

tr»ysed^ it is no longer poi&ble&r evcty 

liiioum power combined to nsike me 

^PP74 you, 70a alone, may make me 

wholly miferabte. If to complete thofls 

mamfoid evils whkfa the Almighty (for 

ends I catmot fudge of) hat permitted me 

^0 forvive, widi the Ttofation of every 

tigitfi both of religion and morality^ 

fan be. called marri^e, and you as the 

^tgate of Heaven dai% facrilegioufly to 

protioance the cerenQoay^ I ftand here a 

devoted wrctcht the hopetefs, hclplcfs, 

vi&4m of n\f duty 1 But mark, I adjure 

ypU) my \a& declaratioQ. I have a will^ 

which <:ircoinftanccs can neither alter or 

beod — dielivered up to this abandoaed 

inan^ it is in hi« power to make me any 

tiling but his wife^ and agaiJift that title 

»y Ibu'l will ever revolt, a^nd my lall 

breath protcft."— ** Unhappy, deluded 

young creature, returned the fordid prieft 

ift Freftcfa, were my confcience to pre* 

vent this marriage, it would be from a 

4tSerenc motive chaa thofe you adjure me 

y 
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-by ; and fuch is the horror your obftin atfr 
hercfy infpires, that did i not hope citnct 
«nd a better hufband's cares :would con^ 
^ert your erring heart, hardly (hould t 
venture to unite you with a member of our 
holy church/' — ^ Submit yourfcif at onc^ 
40 your fate, imperioufly cried Mortimei^ 
for to end your hopes of the church*^ 
fnterpofing in your favour, I will frankly 
jicknow4cdgc (he put you into my power." 
i turned my hands, as well as eyes, m 
fpeechlefs aftonifhmenrt towards Heaven* 
f Hope not, my fair coofin, rejoined he; 
yfhh a malicious fmile, your fentimentat 
innocence can cope wii>ch the arts of a 
fifterhood of Nans. Wearied with your 
obftinacy, fearful of your efcape, thc^ 
gladly rcfigned ybu to me to enfure 
their own fafcty." He paufed— my mind 
took in at once the dreadful truth.— -My 
innocence^ ah rat-hcr fay ignorance^ groaned 
I mentdly, that facal error which ever to© 

feverely puniflies iilclf Hardly could' 

I pardon myfclf the extravagant credulity.* 
V Scarce was my mother able to perfuade 
#ne, refumed he, that you would be duped' 
: .. ■ ' by 



V Co obvioas, a collyfion i fiocc a iinglo 
moment's xeflcftion muR: have cooviaced 
you that never man pervaded the laft retreat 
of difappoiotcd women, but by their ow»' 
connivance: and all the precious mum* 
mery of the bufin>fs but heightened the 
plcafure of the triumph. How could I 
fail to fmile ;o fee the breathlefs fpoufe 
borne in the train of a living one i wha 
proudly clafped a timid heart which knewy 
oot then it throbbed againft its matter's I'^ 
Alike unable to utter, or fupprefs, th« 
burning indignation this unmanly bozSt^ 
^is elaborate wickednefs excited, I fixed^ 
iny eyes infiexibly on the coffin of Lord» 
Lcicefter, almoft believing heaven itfclf 
would cffeft a miracle in my favour, bf 
renovating my only protestor. The te-j 
lemony nevertbelefs commenced .^ wheoar 
^ew eveat transfixed not only mc, but^ 
every perfon prefcnt. A. jell, wild, .deep^. 
Qirill, and horrible, was fucceeded by ii> 
tumult univerfal and tremendous^ The. 
palenefs of death crept upon the cheeks- 
of my late Inhuman tyranr, who, with his: 
canfcderatcs, ; turned abound . his hopelef|^ 

eyes 
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^c$ for fomt inftrtrmf ttt of defence tit 
^tin. imprlled by defperation chey all 
mihcd ouc^ but were inflrantly dn^'en 
%ack by the tid« ef exafpenitcd flakes. 
ApptUed by iheir ftrociotis eyes and 
bloody bands, I ftanlc into a fwoon, but 
licvited as tc were by hea^en^s appornt* 
sienc (o fee the laft, the deidiy blow gi- 
^n to Morcimer i who reeling a few pa- 
ora, groaned bra laft on the coffin of Lord 
lutictfter: tliua fignally and tnemorably 
«veng^. $iir rounded with death io erery 
horrid fertm I expe<n:ed continually the 
•conapUtion of my dtftiny ; which I had 
<leriainly found, t^ut that a Spaniard^ who 
was unUed in the plot of the (laves, with 
tbe gaMtffltry incidcnc to his ftarion, pro- 
teded me in conftquence of my fcx and- 
wrongs, and led me away to therr render- 
vous I afiuriflg me I (hould there be in 
fafety. Terror aknoft airmhUatcd my fa- 
culties, as the ferocious fluves ran back- 
ward and forwardj heaping rn their hurs 
the bloody pHwider ft'ew murders every 
iiMNment frcured. ' Having gathered to- 
gether all th^y thought cxpe:?icnt ttr 

faye, 
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fave, tbey loaded the borfes, and e^ch 
other, .ha(lening to fecrete themfelves in* 
thofe woods, which by narrow paffes led 
to impenetrable retreats in the mountains. 
Many were the unintelligible difpates- 
. concerning me. Many a haif-raifed arm, 
aod inflamed eye, glared death upon' 
we ; but the ftrokc was as eagerly avert- 
ed by the incerpofuion of the generous 
EmanucL Yet perhaps his utmoft exer- 
tions had been unequal to the occafion; 
but that one of the Oaves they called Ai- 
Jnor, feemed fuddenly won over to my 
party. He was among. the ringleaders' 
rf thts confpiracy, and his decifion 
filcnccd . every murmur. Horfcs were lb 
ptfccious, that Emanuel could only pro- 
cure me one by refigning to his confe- 
derates his ihare of the plunder, which 
it had been alloiceJ him to convey. 

Fury now began to give place to fear, 
and the guilty wretches haftenrd their de- 
parture. The march commenced about 
midnight. Silent, be-wildered, awe-ftruck, 
I had meditated on this fucceflTion of ter- 
ribk events, without extending my view* 
Vol. II. i ' 
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beyond ihe prcfent momenc^ md fcsrcd 
dared look towards the future. To lee 
myrdf aod infast led away thus fuddenljr 
imo flavery, by a wild and unknown pco* 
ple^ feared by the oppreflions t)f theif 
ipurdered mailer to all fenfe of bunraniryt 
through a country alike wild and viw 
known; expofed to the infolcs of two 
new-made lovers, and only fafe in cho 
guard they kept over each .other •, ^ hovi 
grange the traniition m my face! I yet 
bent my foul tothe power, who by fuch ex^ 
emplary judice, re leafed me from Mprti^ 
mer, and thought every other evil lefs thait 
being conSrmed his wife, fince that alone 
vas without any remedy but death. 

Ere we had made any confidcrable pro** 
grcfs in our. fearful journey, the rolling 
i:loud$ became tindured with a vivid 
crimfon, and my companions were feizedi 
with the c<>nftcrnHkm incident to guilt* 
Notwithft^ndiflg they had ufed every pre* 
caution to conceal their ravages, on the 
fpot from whence they had efcaped, till 
out of the reach of danger, fomc unex«j 
'^nguiflied fpark had caught fire, and ex- 

. tending 
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tending throifgK the range of build FngSi 
I faw the rich, though ravaged poITeflions 
t)f Mortimer, one univcrfal conflagra- 
tion. The apprehcnfiOri this diffufed thro* 
tBe reft of the ^andefers, gave place ia 
tne to a nearer and more aflfefting remem- 
6rance. Sad and filent tears ftrcamed 
down mjr cheeks, when Iconfidered thac 
the whole riches of his bafi rival formed 
but the funeral pile of Lord Lcicefter. 
Farewell ! a long farewell ! figlicd forth 
^y opprcflcd foul. Oil, moft beloved ! 
Oh, ttioft avenged ! Whatever fate Heaven 
fliall appoint thy pcrlecutcd widow, hum* 
t^y let her obey the God, who fo fignally 
interred thee !— Alas ! a few hours and no 
Memorial oJF thy exiftence will remain, 
except that poor babe who feebly treav 
bles to the beatings of her mother's bo- 
torn. No faithful hand fliall feparatc 
the ilhes of the injurcr and the injured^ 
Yet let nnie not complain, fince the fiac 
of the Almighty (hall awfully, adjudgi: 
the fouls this fearful moment enlarges. 

As femaniiel ftill walked by me, I 
fuOght from him to undcrftaiid the c 

l2 
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of the prefcnt infurreftion, and the di^ 
Ycrcnt motives of himfclf and compani- 
ons. V Thofe of thp flaves, faid thaj; 
generous protedor^ are like ihcir natures^ 
wild and various— my own, (imply jot 
tice and love« The tyrannic Mortimer^ 
vrhofe fate no being will ever deplore^ 
eftablifhed himfclf in this idand, no ler$ 
'})y the favour of Philip the Second, tfraa 
by marrying the fifter of the prefcnt Go- 
vernor, Don Pedro de Sylva. In that 
nobleman he met a kindred mind i mcaoj 
mercenary, opprei&ve, and cruel ; in one 
particular alone they differed i Mortimer 
Svas by nature bold and en.terpri0ng; 
Don Pedro cautious and timid. The cnor- 
'mities of the firft, however, always found 
Ihelter in the jufticcof the latter; an^ 
Don Pedro not daring to carry on in hi^ 
own pcrfon that piratical and illicit trade 
Vhich alone can enrich individuals in thf 
infancy of a fcttlement, fecretly (harcd 
with his brothcr-in law the purcKafe and 
nhe profit, while Mortimer was the only 
pftenfible perfon, had any legal enquiry 
arifcn. The arrogance, crucjty, and va* 

ftity 
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nUy of Mortimer, received a fatal increafe 
by the accumulation of wealth, and fet 
him above all reftraint. Don Pedro, con« 
fcious he was in his brocher-in-law's . 
power, veintured not to qucftion^ much lefs 
puniih his conduft. The intervals between . 
his frequent voyages deftroyed the peace, 
and Ihortened the days of Donna Victoria, 
the uncomplaining viftim of her brother's 
and hufband's rapacious league. I came 
with Her into the family as major domo^ 
a poll, which by rendering me a witnefs.. 
of the brutality of Mortimer, foon turned 
the difguft he generally infpired into' 
hatred. I . was the fofter brother of Vic-' 
tbria, and attached to her by a reverence 
{0 profound, that I infenGbly adopted 
Kcr wrongs as my own. Ungoverned 
and licentious in every inftance, but more 
cfpecially when women were the objeCls^ 
force generally was employed by Morti-. 
mcr, where fraud failed to fuccerd ; and, 
thofe domcftics aioril^ held rank in his fa- 
mily, who were rcaditv fubfcrvient to his 
grofs and vicious purfuits. My views died 
with his ladv, and I (hould gladly * 
i3 
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quitted him to return to Spain, but thaC 
he meanly retained a conQderable fum X 
had been provident enough to fave, as 
well as a legacy Donna Viftoria had be- 
queathed me. Every complaint, or even 
folicitation for my own was filenced witt^ 
the mod haughty tiireais of perpetual 
imprifonment : a fentence I often faw in* 
flffted for' no greater /ault. Nor could J 
hope tQ quit tlicf iQandy as theconfeot of 
the Governor depended on that of MortU 
itier. The fenfc of undeferved opprelfion 
thus corroded my very foul, and prepared 
me for the incident which ^t laft nervedi 
niy arm againltt|ic tyrant. 

Meanwhile the bafe accomplices of bis 
pleafures and his. crimes, afTumed a fo-> 
yereignty over the miferable flaves, which 
they exercifcd till invention was exhaufted 
in cruelty arid opprefljon. In vain mys 
ilatur^ {hrun|c at the fi^ht of calamities L 
Icnew noj hew to remedy: unable to quit 
toe ifland, or recover my money, two^ 
years elapfed in fruitlefs, and fometimes^ 
dcfperate projefts. I faw the perfecuted 
flavcs ri^c for rebellion, and only waiting 

ft favour- 
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a favoufabie moment to rife and facrifioe 
th€ir train of opprcflbrs ; and though I 
4id not puFpofc to join the confederacy, 
I concealed it with a fullen fatisfaftion^ 
tiil ibe day which at once determined mf 
€oaduA« Nted I faj it was that which^ 
brought you thither ? When I faw yoa 
alike irradiated by M>noceA€e and beauty^ 
bd mio tboTe unhallowed walls—when t 
fiv the tear of misfortune fall on yoa^ 
beauceoos babe, Uke the i^itngV chafte 
dowa upon the early bloiibnt, I was peni 
fiudcd your nature intuittvely (huddered 
a the .monftep; and I fwore to preferve 
yoa at the hazard of my life i nay^ evet» 
9t the ii|.6meM when hope ihould be an« 
nihilatfltd in your he^pt. I joined at once 
ii;i the conrpii>acy v th^ hands were ready^ 
the head atone had been wanting. By 
various artiikes I pri^cured arms for the^ 
Aii.9es, and fixtd the infurredtlon on rhc 
day appointed for your marring!:',: as that. 
on which Mof timer and his Etvoorhe^ 
would be wholly occupied, and of courfe 
unguarded^ The hand of H^avenr furelyr 
guided all our operations'. The* v^rip"^ 
I 4 v^" 
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.villalos have atoned (as far at leaft as life 
can atone) for their complicated iniquities* 
But, alas! Madam, I did not fufikientljr 
conlider confequenccs* It is dangerous 
to arm the enraged and the ignorant. 1 
know, too late, your life and mine de- 
pend on a, frail tenure, and only folemnljr 
alTure you, that while mine lafts, yours 
(hall be fafe. The uninformed^ dcfperat^ 
wretches, with whom we arc furrounJed, 
are not the fimple happy bangs inju-o 
rbus tyranny fird: found them. Infli<5bod 
cruelty has hardened their hearts, and 
the fight of untafted luxuries corrupted 
them. Their own wants have increafed 
with the knowledge of our ehjoymentSy 
;^nd what they greatly defire, they have 
learnt to go any lengths to attain. Why^ 
fbould I conceal from you that your onlyr 
profped of fafety is the hope of being 
overtaken, though that to me is inevita^. 
ble ruin. The fatal fire, therefore, which 
now thefe entangling woods almoft hide* 
from us, is of all the wonders of the late. 
evening, the mod vifibic interpofuion oi 
Heaven in your favor.** 

The* 
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V The nobility of fcntiment inctdent to 
:the Spanilh nation, efpecially in what- 
ever relates to the foftcr fcx, prevented 
that farprize fo romantic a generoGty 
Giuft othcrwife have occafioned. To 
gratify a requeft made with the higheft 
fefpeflj I entered into a recital of my 
own haplefs ftory. Aimor, with jealous 
care, adhered to that fide of my hoife 
not guarded by Emanuel, and being ig^ 
norant cf the language in which I fpokc| 
flepended on his rival for a tranflation; 
who, no doubt, gave it every conftruc* 
tion .moft favourable to his own views. 
The information that I was the daughter 
of a Queen rah through the troop, and 
fomething foftened their ferocity : but 
liiDon on that pompous diftinftion, were 
grounded vain hopes of an imaginary 
good they were all to derive from me-^ 
ixom me^ who waa in faft, the moft help- 
kfs and unprotected of all the miferable 
mrandercrs. 

. I pondered - much on Emanuers re-- 
mark,, that my fafpty could only be afccr* 
Uiftcd from opr being overtaken j but 

whep 
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wh^n I cpnfidered the defperate ftate . oT 
all (he wretpb^s with me, {himl4 ^^ 
happen, ^ hardly dar«d I hope it. SuH 
^e journeyed onward^ through woocta 
the ftars of Heaveo could icarcely pene^ 
trace i and whfiii I recoliccU{l the frights 
ful wilda and mouotaias beyond, th^m^ 
in which myfptf and babe muft i^fallibljr 
J3Q bucied for lifir, how did my heart cli« 
WJithiA oae! Bi\t to that fear was ^dded 
Xhjf dread of evils yet more hocvibto^ 
Aimor, I was convinced, would ^ot 
vfA^i the aid of hia ij^hple parey^, aod 
bpw CQuJki I hope one generous mdivt:« 
<}iial would be able to ftroggk with, a 
tide o| cornbining foes I Nay^ even i0 
£a)aniuel bad the addreia to manage thcn» 
aj)t would not o^peftattons in his ow» 
^Yor, hardly lefa fearful to my thoughts^ 
arifc in his heait I Through the chill 
windings, of the woods, I raifed my fout 
to him. whofe. eye pervades, alike ^» 
gloom of midnight and the blaze o9 
noon, and fomcthing feemed to afidre 
my fiaking fpiritSj ihat he reA:ued' n^e* 

noa 
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npt from the horrors of the R^^cefs, tbu4 
to abandpn me.— —I ^^d Qpt err i(i that 
devout confidence. The daMrn of day 
oNigiog the bpdy to be mprc guarded ia 
their march, tbejr chofc a looe hollow, 
and halted to fend forth fcput^ and rc- 
frefh tbcmfclvcs. Alas, I fighcd for the 
poor wretches, who, feducod by Euro^^ 
pean crimes to a dire imitation of themn 
liad wanted forclight to fcqure the com- 
Dioji comforts, which alone gender lif? 
tndi^rable, though overwhelmed with 
gaudy trlBes they kne\v no( how toi 
CDJoy; 

The temporary c^lm into which they 
(onk, was fcarfglly interrupted. The 
If outs fcnc out prciTed back, wiih immf* 
diacc notiiqe that they werC; iqtcrceptecj, 
31)0 fo hummed in that it vfas impoffibte 
^0 proceed a roilp. fiffthcr. Thoujjh by, 
this notice my Qv\(n fafety was afcertained> 
my very foul partook the mifcry of my"^ 
companions. The wretched women threw 
their arms, for the lad time^, round their 
dcfpairing hu(band.s, ^nd bathed them 
Vfiih tears fo biticr, as might wa(K out 

'the 
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fhe ftains of blood yet recent. The mch, 
tlius totally dfevotcd, with a ftern and 
unaltered brow, feized their arms, an^ 
I'elblved to rulh upon the broken parties, 
gracing their owci death, by Ynaking th<^ 
loft equal to their enemies. Even fome 
of their wives, rendered furious by the 
dccafion, followed v^ith flich fcattcrcd 
Weapons as they could colledt, and the 
reft, no lefs tamed, gathered themfelvcs 
and haplefs children round me, as if I 
could prefervc them'j purfuing thei^* 
iViends with a cry ihat might (hake the 
throne of mercy. Aimor and Emanuer 
caft a lingering eye towards the fooc 
of the 'tree at which I fat, apparently 
the Queen of Sorrow. It was dreadful 
to make a vifible diftinftion at that mo^' 
ment, and perhaps embitter their li ft 
Laying my babe upon my lap, I tcn^ 
dercd a hand to each : the boon was ea-' 
gerly afcccpted. Even the favage ,becani 
humanized, an impnlTioned tear fell on 
the hand that (huddcrcd at his touch ; 
while Emanuel, more gracefuUy obfe- 
quiou$> bowed to the earth, and r^mov- 
' * - ing 
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^g bis acd^nc eye from my face to th4^( 
of his rival — •• Adieu, rooft wor(hippc4 
of womea! cried the gallant Spaniard| 
adieu, for ever I How paoy evils doef 
death fave us all from TV 

During the horrible interval of blood 
and flaughtcr, I endeavoured to clofe tt\y^ 
ears lo the found of the firing, which wsi^ 
fcbued by the agonizing groans of thq 
wretches around, me. The conflift wa% 
|hort; and band,? of Europeans foon 
pierced through thofc Ihades, where a fcw: 
minutes had made fa many helplefs wi- 
dows. Thofe guilty but unfortunate wo^' 
inen, prollrating themfeives before the 
prcfcnted pieces, endeavoured, by the 
nioft fubmiffive gcftures, and offers of their 
children, to afiuage the vyrath of the in-- 
ccnfcd vidlors. I feebly arpfe like wife, and>. 
preffing forward to the apparent leader* 
^(loniihed him with the fight of a white, 
among the furvivors. I . cxhaufted my 
little remaining (Irength in foliciting pro- 
Uftiofl for myfcJf and child, and pity for; 
my companions. He heard, without coni- 
prchcndipg me: his very foul was in*. 

^ tenth- 
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iiancci far from incereftiDg, fecmcd ratliei^ 
to alienate and difguft them. \ 

It was oigbc ere we reached St. Jago de 
^a Vega, where we found the inhabitants 
voiverfally under arms, and eagerly ex- 
|)e6ling the return of thofe fenc after the 
rebellious fugitives. Confounded with 
thofc perfecutcd wretches— —unfhehcred 
from the taunts, infults and execrations 
of an incenfed populace, I found myfcrlf 
yet the vidim of angry fortune ; and over- 
worn with fuffering, dropt fenfcleft at 
the door of a prifon, where I underflood 
my journey was to end. I revived on a 
miferable bed, in a dark room, and withl 
out any companions ! but confcious of 
fafety, as well as free from guilt, I recom- 
mended myfelf to God, and funk into the 
happieft repofe I had known Gnce I paiicd 
the fatal gates of Rouen. 
. A black (lave brought me fome coarfe 
provifions in the morning, nor did I know 
till the evening that it was meant to fuf- 
tain myfelf and child for the day. It 
proved, . however, more than fufficient i 
for my conAitutipn, which hati hitherto 

.re* 
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j:cfifted every danger, had now received ^ 
ihock of the moft dcfperatc kind. Racked 
with intolerable pains through all my 
limbs, I was fcnfible, too late/ that mjr 
pwn imprudence had added a malady of 
body to all my mental fufFcrings. Dur- 
ing the Jaft awful confl.a, when the ofj 
fending rebels expiated with life the ra- 
vage^ jhcy had^ committed, I, in commoa 
with the fcmajcs they h^d left behind, 
had thrown ro^fclf on the ground, alike 
through wearinefs and terror. The uh- 
wholefoipc daqips ariCing from a fpot 
which the fnin had never penetrated, ftifF- 
cned every joint ; a* rheumatic fever was 
the cruel cpnfequence. Alone, uncom- 
forted, unalfifted, confumed by an internal 
raging fire, I groaned, I IhrieTced, with 
intenfe torture. The darts and cries of 
my little one, alone iiiFormcd me that I 
had done lb ; I hulhed her on a bdfom I 
feared would fcOrch her, and eagerly fwal- 
lowing whatever liquid was brought me, 
had hardly intervals of fcnfc enough la 
(hare it with my babe, or fufficienily ^o 
provide for her nouriOimcnr. The days of 
Vol. II. K this 
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this cxccffivc mifcry were unnumbered— 
snfenfibly the ferer fubfided ; but Ibfc a 
lamenefs happier hours, and incefiaoC 
care, could never cure. 

When returning reafon altowcd me to 
extend my reficAions beyond the prcfcnt 
evil, I rccoHcfted froni the time efapfird, 
that my imprifonment muft be decided 
and perpetual. Emanuel had told me thac 
the Governor w^s timid, mean, and ava- 
ricious ^ forgetful of this, I had informed 
my condudtors of the family tie between 
myfcif and Mortimers which rendering 
me his natural heiri this unworthy Go* 
vernor, I doubted not, had annihilated my 
claim to poflcQions he was refolved to ap- 
propriate, by clalfing me with the mur- 
derers, among whom I was found: and by 
an arbitrary proceeding, (not uncommon 
there, if Emanuel might be relied on) 
fentenced mc at once, unwilling to ven* 
ture a judicial enquiry. The languor in- 
cident to fuch inccfiant fufFerings, both 
of body and mind, as I had for a couife 
of time endured, rendered mc lefs (hocked 

nd grieved at this, than many other con- 
tingencies. 
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t]flgencies« ie (earned in my power lo 
die, afid difappoint the maUceof my op- 
parHbrs. it wa^ onty to remit a little,* a 
very little care of myfelf, and my coivfti- 
tutron would finally give way« Perhaps 
1 flioiiU have dclivcstd myfclf wholly «p 
io this idea, but that the Brft great \W of 
Dature^ ftill wound round my bleedings 
heart. My fate, (aid I ^ myf^tf, is fully, 
is finally accomplifhed. A fad inheritor 
of my mesiber^s n^isfbrtunes, methi^ks 
they are all only retraced in me— -kd 
like her, a giilhlcfo captive through a 
vindi&ive ,pv)t>, the t>bjeft of vulgar in- 
fulr, and ^6pprobrii»ni— hke htr encloftd 
unjoftty in sr pnfon ; even in the bloom of 
iifi?^ a typken conftitution is anticipating 
the in6rmitir« of age. And ihail the li« 
militude end hew ? N<^, let me like hcr^ 
extract foFtiiude fpomeach accumulating 
injury, and if the will of my Maker 
(horicns the common term of life allotted 
to mortality, oh let me come into his 
pfcfcnce a fpotlefs martyr! and thou^ 
fweet babe, ptrmitrcd like the palm tree 
to flounih under opprtffion, furely for 
K z fon^ 
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fome great end haft thou Airvived che (ixt'^ 
ccflion of calamities which foreran thf 
cxiftcnce» nor dare9 thy ihother once wi(k 
todcfertthec f 

The daysy Madam^ thus ftrangely pjft 
on* The ftmale flave I have aientionM 
appeared every, mornings and performing 
the common . offices of life in {iledoe, 
placed near mer^ fijod allotted, and va« 
jiifhed till. th< oex|« Imagine not 1 aiC'- 
qutefced, without attempting at lead to 
afcercain my imputed crime, but J found 
the poor wretch was fo totally deaf^ thsat 
not one word reached her, nor did fiie 
ipeak any. other language than her owtit 
and .very imperfe& Spanilh, to which f I 
was a flranger. Neither couid I convjky 
€0 her by figns, ideas I could find no vi- 
fible objeft to reprefcnt. The tender graces 
of my daughter, nevcrthclefs operatod 
gradually on the untaught foul of the 
Kegro^ and I had reafon to think Che 
would even have connived at my cksLjpe^ 
but that fuch a meafure would only have 
increafed my misfortunes, while thus 
without a friend, a hooie^ or a hope. . 

One 
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• One circumftance continuallf . embic* 
tered my mind with diftaoc remembrances ; 
tliC tower in which I was confined adjoined 
to (he fort, and had one window com-* 
manding the fea, the other looked toward 
the inland country. The cannon con^ 
ftantly proclaimed the arrival, or depar* 
Hire of every vcflcl, and my eager hcar^ 
irrefiftibly impelled. m^QlMrards the ma^ 
dow. But it was noj^ for me they came— 
no hope of relcafc— no well known faccp 
to greet me^-thofe (hips that departed 
Imprcflcd me with ideas yet more painful 
And gloomy. The arms of England, 
diftant England^ often enriched every 
ftreamer, arid my lick foul groaned under 
the conviction, that I mud never hope 
to view the port, which would reftorc 
^ofe mariners (conaparativcly carelefs of 
ijie advantage) to the local ties of coun- 
.try, kindred, and fr.icndfhip; to all ;hac 
gives charms to exiftcncc.— Haunted by 
a pleafure which .was always in my view^ 
.without being ever within my reach, I 
could not fubd^e the killing emotions 
;thu5i raifed in my foul. 

K J T 
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- The growth of my child aloac marked 
to me the progrefe of time. Ah I mo^' 
ment how fweet arc thou yet to my me«* 
moiy, when firft bcr Httk voice (Vrovc a« 
miculation! The blefifed name of mo- 
thfef at leagrh b%-0ke the drear fileivce of 
my ^rifoh^ and hardly dhe celeftial founds 
of hovering An^ls, had I btren laonciv- 
i'rg into ecern'itf, cotM give me a fub^ 
litdtr pleafute. I faw her walk with a 
tra:nf()ort fcartrcjy Inferior^ Engroflcd by, 
ind devoted to this fete objtft of my eyes 
and heart, which the gracious Author of 
univerfal being permitted her to 611, I no 
longer repirted at my tnmcrited captivity* 
Only anJsious left any 'one fhould fufpeft 
my pofTcffion of this invaluable gem^, I 
felt ready to hide her, even, when the dd 
^ave ma:de hei' duily d^ptarance. Thfe 
c^dmman raiment ^^ith which we were pe^ 
riodically fupplitrd, I became ingenious lA 
fitting to berlirtlc form ; and'by that ir^ 
fenfible contraclion of our faculties, which 
txfcnds tliroogh nature, although it haa 
Tjech rerfiarked only in the organs of fighfi 
drew into this narrow bound, thofc 

fears. 
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iear% Hopes, wifhcs, and employments^ 
which in rapid fucccfljon fill up our lives^ 
0nd leave behind a remembrance chat we 
always revert to with fatisfaftion, and 
often conceive to have been bappinefs. 
' Fearful at fame intervals, left the wane 
of air or exercife (hould nip my beaute* 
ous bloifom, I deviled a thoufand little 
plans to make her run within her narrow 
conBoes ; and ftrengthen a confticuuon 
born perhaps to trials, not inferior to 
thofe which had blighted her another's 
youth. I held her to ihe window^ morn- 
ing and evening, .and found the winds 
of Heaven blew not lefs pure through 
iron bars than gilded lattices. Ah, fureljr 
my memory docs not. erx, when 1 fay witjj^ 
the poet, that 

Prom the cliildren of the firll-born Cain^ 
To him whD did bat yefterday firfpire, 
^herc was notiach a gracious creature bora^ 
For oatore'fi gifts ihe might with lille* vie. 
And with the half blown rofe. 

1 was one day holding the deaf child 

to ihc evening air, her little hands now 

K 4 gtafpe^ 
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grafped the rough bars, and now wcrtf 
extended through them, while her inno-1 
cent tongue beguiled her fond mother*^! 
attention, whea I foddenly perceived A 
black woman, apparently of diftinftiooi 
leaning under an awning, raifed at ao 
great diftancei and while fhc talked bcN 
fily to the flaves who were fanning her; 
the eyes of all were turned intently oa 
tay infant. I fnaichcd her away, with 
^n apprchenfioh the moft lively I had for 
years felt ; 1 even abfentedmyfclf from the 
Window for a long time, then venturing a 
glance, without approaching near enough 
to be fcen, I perceived the ftrangerli 
eyes were ftiJl fixed upon my prifon, and 
the repofe of that night was wholly de- 
ftroyed by a vague fear the next day cotti 
firmed* At the fante hpur flie returned 
again to. the fame pavilliqn, and afier 
w$tching the window in vain, (as I na 
longer dared approach it) (he ftiewed 
manifeft tokens of chagrin and difap-^ 
pointnienr. . Alas> this was not all. My 
old Negro, appeared Joon after^ and deli- 
ycr^ng me an unintelligible -mcffage, del 

mandcd 
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mandcd my daughter. I prayed, wept; 
increased, groaned to the poor wretch, 
ivhofe eyes alone of all her fenfes Teemed 
aSfifled by my agonies. After a tboufaad 
iocoinprehenfible figns on her part, and 
refoluce refufals on my own, Ihe fnatched 
the child from thofe weak arms which 
wanted an equal power of refiftance, and 
left me ftretchcd on the floor from the 
Jamenefs 1 have mentioned. 
/ It was long ere I had courage to ap* 
Iproach the window. ^ but coUeding every 
power of mind and body, I at length 
ventured thither. I faw the darling child 
fcated on cufhions at the feet of the wo« 
man, whofe power wrefted her from me, 
laden with toys, and overwhelmed with 
carefies. This, however, was but a fmaH 
leliefto my maternal anguifli, while un* 
certain whether I had not loft her for 
ever ; nor did my apprehenfions diminiJ(b, 
when I faw the attendant (laves bear their 
miftrefs away on a covered couch, with 
my child in her arms. Ah, then my pri^ 
fon became a dungeon indeed ! I fmote 
my ihead . agaiod. the eoclofing bars, ar 
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the air echoed to my ^oans. They were 
only relieved by the return of my old 
flavej who leading in my lamented cho^ 
rub, once more bled my arms with the 
burthen. My heart rufhed fo impetu* 
cufly towards her, that it feemed to ex* 
tend through fjny whole throbbing frame. 
As I furvcyed the recovered blefling with 
added fcyndnefs, I perceived that the gentle 
black I had fo injurioufly diftrufted, liad 
laviflily adorned the tender objcd of a 
furprizing attachment. Imagine a girl 
between three and four years old, flighc^ 
graceful, fair, and blooming, whofe am- 
ber locks the 4iand of nature had twined 
into a choufand fpiral rings, which fell 
over a loofe ve(t of filver muflrn, girc 
V^ith rofes : her little arms and ancles were 
encircled with fanciful bracelets, of differ- 
ent coloured beads, while her hand bore 
a gilt bafkct, filled with fruits of the 
country* She feemed a being of another 
world, defcending to blefs this— While 
yet in the arms of her fable canduftori 
fbe appeared to me like new-born lighr^ 
repoirng on the boTom of chaos. I took 

the 
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tbe £ttW lt3X«rie6 (he offered, and while 
if>d0lging a knk riine and abdinence bad 
^Im&ft anrnihilated, I urorlbfpped the hand 
Which thus at length relented. 

Ahj Madam, k \b only in the early feaw 
ibfis cf heary vifitiacion we dare to tc^ 
prrtt ; when mifery once teaches the eij- 
tnfme, it has ahu^ays faJutary effe6ta. Pu-* 
rifi<td entirely frdm the vain wanta and 
^"f^^s, ovrr pride and our paffions for a 
Icfng tinrte rttprcfent as the -very effehtiala 
6f out being, wis <!hen fct a due value Oil 
thfe cotnttioneft bl^ffings, *and (ban find iar 
cvcfry thing an enjoyoictit. 

When I pondered over the infinite anA 
various advantages my daughter 'might 
dctivic from the partiality of a woman, 
whofe authority-was great enough to opeit 
the doors of our prifon, my heart bacame 
fcnfible df hopes in her favour, I had ioDg 
eeafcd to indulge in my own ; and rcfign- 
iftg myfcif to the profped, I funk into a 
repofe which might almoft be called hap-* 
py. A (hort linte habituated me to pc^ 
nodically partitig with, and receiving my 
daughter, always laden with fome little 

pr 
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fenc, conducive either to my health or 
Comfort, Our benefaftrefs too, ever kind*. 
If retired to the fpot I could command^, 
as if defirous to gratify me, at the fame 
aromeht with herfclf •, and greatly indeed 
did (he fulfil horpurpofe. I faw, in fpice. 
of that fatality which had long hung over 
my unhappy family, an exertion of Hea- 
ven in favour of my child, which en^ 
couraged me to hope a favourable revolu* 
lion at fome (perhaps not diftant) period z 
while in the tedious interval, the means, 
«f health and comfort were, amply be- 
ftowtd on her, and the latter through her. 
Aieans, oit her exhaufted mother. 

At fome intervals, weeks, nay a monthyv 
frould elapfe^ without my daughter's be^ 
iog fcot for, by which I concluded fome 
one in ftiU higher authority controuled 
the aAions of btr Negro friend ^ though 
the beneii(S, in a great degree, remained 
to US; wholefome fruits, better provi&ons, 
more agreeable cloathing, and a more 
watchful attenJance. I fpmetimes won* 
dered that the woman who thus generoufly 
alleviated. our fuScrings, never once cn^ 

quired 
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"quired into their origin : but having 

learnt, by pa^inful experience:, the impro^ 

jpriety of judging without information, i 

-ftill flattered myfdf with the profped of 

a releafe : which at the worft I confidered ai 

only delayed, trtl I could perfect my daugh* 

'fer in the woful.tale of ihofc later evemi^ 

*ivhich thus unjuftly confined us. 

In proccft of time, I underftcod from 
<ny fwect Mary's improved accents,. thac 
our benefaftrefs was named A nana } and 
I never did my foul offer op a prayer, in 
which that name (howivcr unhallowed) 
^as not included. 

The total Mgirorance in which my 

daughter's mind yet remained, (hocked 

^nd grieved me. Being whoUy withdilc 

books, I ktiew not any manner of fup(- 

plying their place, and could only fuhftituic 

principles for modes, and inftil into heir 

' tender mind the rcligioits and moral 

documents, which yet cxiftcd in my owrtt 

i endeavoured to give her anidea of the 

'liatureand appearance of books. I every 

day made her repeat chat word a hundred 

times; I charged btr to do fo immct**' 
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atdy, wheaevcr (he vrGied Anana. B«ic 
mrhaisvcr the rcaforn I faw her gppareatly 
rear eight years did» wkhout hajirin^ been 
ftble 1^ procure her the advanMge, or my* 
felf the relief of re«dk^. 

Thus innocently m4 happily eo^pkiy- 
^d^ I one day (aw my prifon door thrown 
open, ancj the interview fo long defircdt 
tincKpcifl^ly gr^ni^ed me. Anaa^ enter- 
ed in mourning. 1 incoherently blei^]^ 
th^e di&aces of gratitude anjd forrow. The 
.aoih^ble Anapa toM me iq broken French, 
ihAC (he came 19 comfiHC mic. Qh^rna* 
cd to find it in my power to render n>y* 
felf intelligibje t^ her, I related bribfl/ 
my llory^ which her complacency aft'ured 
me (he did not half undirrftand. It was 
with the utmuft di^culty I con^prehend- 
^d from her, that Don P<^dro de Syiv^, 
the unju0: Governor^ who had qondemnc;d 
jme without examination, was at length 
dead ; that (he had for fome time pa(): 
been his favorite, and ufcd the influence 
chat title gave her to indulge her fond* 
nrfs for my child^ and lighten t|iy cap* 
^ivity: that it had always been as much 

ih 
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fti her power to viGt wf prifon as now, 
but not finding any certain crime imputed 
to me^ and fare ff I could acquit myfclf 
of tfat fufpicion, fte fhould become warm* 
ly interefted in my favor, (perhaps to the 
degree of cxafperating the bcncfaftor, fhe 
might then be obliged to dcfpife) (he had 
wifely forborne to gratify her generous cu- 
riofity, and contented hcrfclf with bcftow- 
ing fuch marks of her attachment as would 
not interfere with the rights of the Go- 
vernory or diminifh her own. Finally, . 
that death having fnatched away the only 
perfon entitled to reftrain her inclinations, 
who had bequeathed her a conGderable 
portion of his wealth, Ihe beftowed 
a part of it, to obtain from the new 
Governor a remillion of my fcntence^ 
and having fuccceded, now came to af- 
iure me, that I was at liberty to returrt 
to Europe; for which voyage her friend- 
Ihip would amply fupply me with means, 
company, and attendance, as it was her 
purpgfe to quit for ever a country, where 
flic bad loft her only connexion, and 

fe^' 
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feck in anotbery proeedion, -religion^ .ftridl 

peace. 

During this dif^ourfe, I thought mf 
fcnfes almoft failed me, I. made her ^ 
thoufand ctmes repeat the welcome^ thi( 
furprizing imelligence that I was free i 
and the arrival of her (laves to convey w^ 
from the melancholy dungeon, which I 
believed the day before, would at fome 
future one become my grave, alone gav$ 
confirmation to fo incredible an event> 
But when I really found myfelf at liberty i 
when I fa w the varied Heavens above my 
head, and felt the green earth under my 
feet ; when the fpfc fragrance of the aU 
oioft forgotten bloflbms indulged one 
fenfe, and the fweet founds of congratu^ 
lating voices bled another, I wonder ( 
did not expire with the tumult of mingled 
emotions this happy moment revived in 
my heart. I raifcd my foul to him who 
gave thofe fenfes, and breathed life into 
xht elements which fuftain themf and be^ 
fought him to moderate my feelings, or 
condcnfe chem all in gratitudp. 

Blended 
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Blended once mdre^ almoft fntf«etf« 
fcttfly in the coAcems fjf this worW, t 
fc^oc with a rhottfafld fcAffttioni no wontf 
««o defcrttic, thtt Elizftbeth had a fc# 
•fnoAths b:4fore paid the dcbr of narurf 1 
ind that rtiy brother Jame9« as well by he/ 
Tiooiinariofi as the rights of his birth, antl 
tha voice of th« people, had afcended ih^ 
throne of England: happily uniting un« 
•der his fway two kingdoms, fo many ages 
hoftilc* as hardly to leave a hop;? of th^ 
'event which was now without bloodshed 
fully accotnpliflied. Tinve, grief, and 
misfortune, had fo far allayed the irrica* 
ttM of my mind, thac I blefled ^he ordt- 
*iation of pno^idence which chiij left my 
rcfehtnneift vi^ithoert an objeft. Higher, 
'happier, and ^cai«r profpc^s opened be- 
fore me, and \ looked forward with im- 
patience to the rKomtfic, vi^hen I (hould 
prefent- my fmHing Mafry to my beloved 
'fifter, and rrt the foeiefy of connexions 
fb prccrousi lofe th^ remainder of my 
days. 

'Alas! Madam, I required fentiments 

Kke thefe to fuAain me agalnft the con. 

• Vox.. II. L viClio- 
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vi£tion that the intenfe heats of the €li« 
mate had united with the want of air and 
cxercife to fix the lamencfs leiTby the 
rheumatic fever, and completely dehi-% 
ll^te my conftitucion, which has from 
that period been fubjcd to a thouran4 
little wearing namelefs maladies, that in* 
fenfibly abforb the fpirit of youth^ and 
faring on an early old age. 

Anana, aftuated by a fondnefs for mf 

daughter fcarce inferior to my own^ Iharcd 

with me in every maternal care, and ear* 

fieftly bcfought me to receive her under 

jiiy prote^ion on our arrival in England ^ 

where I had made her lenGUe I held ^ 

dillinguilhed rank. Solemnly affaring mc 

that it was her intention to bequeath to 

my fweet child the wealth (he derived froflo 

the Governor^ alike to prove her own 

attachment, and as a compeniation for 

^ur long and unjuft impfifonmeiit. The 

ftace in which fhe had lived with Don Pe- 

<h-o, fupplied an ot^£tioo ax which my 

pride revolted, but that almoft inftanta* 

neoufly gave way to principle; Trefolvcd 

to be abdve foCriScing the dutie9 of gra* 

;iittdc 
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tftude and benevolence to opinioni tnd^ 
re/ncmbering ber untaught mind knew no 
tie in wedlock but conftancy^ and per- 
haps itt that in (lance might vie with my* 
fclf, I fought, by cultivating the wild 
But folid virtues of her foul, to bury the 
remenobrance of her former error, and 
fortify her againft any future one. Open 
to the pure imprelllons ,of religion and 
morality, the amiable Anana promifed to 
become an ornament to human nature & 
but, alas, a greater power than I could 
over-rule (hortened her fpan, and at once 
determined for us a'.L The fmalUpox, 
always fo dangerous in the iflinds, broke 
out fuddenly, and fwept oS* hundreds.—^ 
The^ apj^rebenfioas people of Anana'$ 
compTcxibn ever entertain of it, contribute, 
mo(t probably, to fender it ib fatal. Shf^ 
threw h'erfelf into fuch agonies, that the 
eruption foon appeared, with the mo(^ 
mortal fymptoms^ Delirious alike with 
the dreadful malady, and extreme fond? 
nefs for my daughter, fhe called for ber 
inccflantly ; flic ftrove to break froni her 
attendants, and get out of bed in (care U 
[ Lz of 



14^ THE RECES:S, &<f. 
•of 1ier« She in treated me in the moff 
Moving, broken accents^ once more c^ 
let her iie^r tbe ItttFe angel (he could no 
longer fee 4 to fuffcr iierto give into the 
dear child's hand the cafkct (he was (6 
foon going to bequeath her. The terrified 
mother (hrunic in filcnce from foch a con-' 
•fii6k. Ah, what arc the genres (he will be-- 
flow, cried I, to that breathirig one her- 
felf ? — all now left of my pron>ifed for- 
tunes.— The diftatcs of gratitude thew 
prevailing, T would cry, but can 1 refufc 
the laft requcft, however wifd and erro- 
neous, of her who prefcrved the- being (he 
now would involuntarily endanger? Find- 
ing reafon incffcftual towards -conquering 
the dying wi(h of Anana, I acquitted my» 
fclf to her, by leading to the bed of in* 
fedion and deaths my little treafure, with 
a re(ignation 1 could only compare to that 
t)f Abraham, and like the innocent he 
would have devoted, my child was re- 
turned to mei The exhaufted Anana, con- 
ftdering this with jiifticc as the highcft 
effort of gratitude and t-fteem. yielded hcr- 
felf patiently to the will of Heaven, whicht 
bun called her hence. " The 



• *Tbe fincece concera tliitf^ lafi occ^Gm 

oocdt gave vay to one fiiil nearar i id|f 

child &ckeae4 with the faoMi horrible <iif^ 

tfaaper, and ^iKcrud i» aniciety everjr fa- 

culcy 4>f my foaU Ic fooo, however,, took 

tbc moA favourable turn, aad lefc oms »c 

kifurc {i> endeavour to iecurt the Jcga^ 

our 1^(1 frieod had pgc into o^y handa^ 

The ckc^fed Goireraor had e(mwn(€4 

«be prtocipal part of the property hf ^rfi^^ 

]iwd iw> diamopdf ^ 4 ciomnM» pca&i^ 

ifi c^>a99ieA where yoAke U ;partially ad* 

vrinift^rA^tv Aor d«d ibe^arw Gov^Aoir 

Xm)w «iihier their naixiWr or vi^^ ;: 

Anam Kaviog lollpwed ^ Aire^ioM ^ 

her ^m)«fa6fcer in hiding a parr^and bribing. 

h\% foc(ei9&r 10 aa^fcfoce by ihario^ 

the pcniatmier. I had now gained woc^dlyr 

wifdom eiMKigh to adotpr the fdme piao> 

and hiving fulfilled every duty, I joy^Uy 

embargoed for England,, accompanied bjT 

ftvcral tlivea, who preferred attendixig ojp^ 

me. to {be precarious blcfllog of eoji^gi-^ 

pailoa wdcx arbitrary power- 

Ah, Madam, how diffj^rcot was thb 
wy-agc from that already commemorated t 



xjD THE RECESS, &c. 

---from the fallen tree I then continuaTIf . 
Mfatefed with my tears, a tender, a lovely^ 
fcion had fprung up ; it ftourifhed in the 
fliade; it blolT med in funlhine; with 
fivcet, with gentle hopes, I bore it toward^ 
its native fpil. No barbarous hand was 
now lying in wak to deflroy it ; no pefti* 
lential wind blew from thofe cliffs which 
ftot their white arms into the oc(*an» and 
hofpitably invited us to the bofom of 
peace. Ah, not a dear, though fmall cir** 
cle of fympathizing friends would receive 
the forlorn, the ^widowed wanderer, as one 
artfen from the dead i would grace mf 
woful tale with maoy a lamenting tear. 
^ My fitter too|;>my darling htUnor.— « 
how perfeft, how pure, cried my fwelling 
heart, will be our re* union ! how will Ihc 
Ibndly fold to her generous bofom thii 
dear child of the ocean — this fbothing^ 
^nconfcious fellow fufferer — this early 
partner in her Matilda's wayward fortune I 
ir-— Paure^ Madam, over this fair proT^ 
peft, aBd let me reft awhile my wearj^ 
fiiTgers and fpirits* 



THE 
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pa^;t IV, 



T STRUGGLED with the fad remem- 
^ brances indelibly imprefled on my hearty 
when mjr eyes again beheld the fhore o^ 
England ; and folding to my bofom the 
dear offspring of tove and misfortune, I 
Ihot up every fenfe in her. Already alive 
to the imcious hopes and wiOies that for 
early tincture a being with which alone 
ihey expire, my daughter fondly flattered 
herfelf with the expeflation of unknowif 
good, and impatiently wiflhed for the ter^ 
L 4 minati 
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ifcinatioii of cur voyage, i lamfed ac 
Greenwich^ becaufe the ipot where t 
could iboncft learn iocelligence of the 
Sydney family, as the people who kept 
the chief ini>, I rcmeoibcred, had beea 
fervants to Lbrd Leicetter : but alas,l had 
overlooked the long term of my abfence^ 
and the probability chat they might either 
be dead or removed.^ Greenwich^ which. 
I had left the feat of gaiety, empire, and 
magnificence, now app^r^red a dreary (o^ 
litude. The tide in filence laved the walls 
of a deferced palace, which verging to 
decay like its paft pofleflbr&, &emed but 
a gaudy noaufoleum. I paufed over thefe 
fragile niemorials of hcnmn grsndear, a» 
the boat bore tee towards Ihe Ihore i. and 
half furmifed tb4r Arangenefs that might 
await <ne there* I was prefeoily fur« 
Hounded by a fet of unknown faces; 4n4 
after much tedious enquiry,, learnt thae 
i;ny tender friend. Lady Arundel!, ft;H 
iniiabited her boufe near Cheifea, whicher 
I (^iJpatched a a^fltnger with a biliec^ 
If demanded '^ a wflcoofie fof a poor wi<i^ 
ciawe4 wanderer s^ a babe^ f^s whofii 

ex.- 
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«»ftence that dear WQinta was perhaps 
je^mifiUe» as it was wholly owipg to btr 
u>dA}Igtnce, I added, 1 would not vencttic 
one eisqttirjr till i bad gaiocd fortitude 
from her pKieoce, bux doubted not that 
^I ihould have as much to karo aa to uofbld. 
Jf, as my flatteriog forebodings informed 
xne, my darling fifter yet furviired, I was 
perfuaded by whatever name fhe was now 
diftinguiihed &e would once more ai^ 
fwcr to that wtih traofport ; and fold ta 
her gJowisg bofom a weary heart whicb 
had long fought in vain a refting places 
bu£ I fubmitted the dilcovery, and mcetr 
\n^^ entirely to the care and prudcnoe of 
our mu>cual ffiend^*^ 

I waited not long in fuipenre> for mf 
tnefTcnger haftened back with a bijlec, in^ 
coherent as furprisbs and joy could make 
k,. *' Fly, faid the generous Lady Arun.- 
dell^ to my arms, to my heart, to my 
home-^thcy will ever be open to yoy and 
yours— ^I fufpend a} I explanations till I 
ke yoa — Ah, Matilda, dear to my eyos 
will be that lovely face, however changed 
by misfortune*" 

Grate- 
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Grateful as this invitation proved, mf 
foul Was fenfible of a damp and difap^ 
poinrmenr, from the obfcurit; caft ovfcr 
the interval of my abfence, and her leav- 
ing unanfwcrcd my enquiry for my filter. 
1 haftened neverthelefs to obey the re- 
que((. The fad meditations which wouTd 
^have engrolTcd my faculties in pafling 
through London, were continually inter- 
rupted by the cranfports of my little Ma* 
ry ; the varying ftreets filled with gay 
ihops, and thronged with fine-drefled 
people^ were a novelty to her of the moft 
charming and interefting nature. Ere I 
xould half anTwer her enquiry into each 
new wonder, it was led in the next, 
knd that chafte^ned plearure a mother ex* 
IraAs from blending the figh of know- 
ledge with the fmilc of innocence, claim* 
ed its turn in my agitated bofom, fuA 
pending more powerful emotions: but 
when my eyes rcftcd on the gates of Lady 
Arundell's houfe, thofe gates from whence 
I lad took my Bight fo dearly accompa« 
Died, a pang fo pungent wrung my heart, 
tha my feeble fenfe funk under it, and I 

fwoonrd 
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Avooned away. 1 revived ; and ic 
fccmed rather by the cries and tears 
ef my little one, than the remedies of 
the fcrvants who furrounded me. My 
fwtet Mary had climbed up the couch 
5n which they laid me, and clafping 
her arms round my neck laid her mant- 
ling cheek to my pale one, and (bed de^ 
luges of tears. I comforted her^ and 
fteling my hand preffcd >byirfomc body 
who fat iilmoft behind me, turned, and 
fixing my eyes on the dreaming ones of 
Lady Arundell, 1 threw myfelf filently 
into her arms, and felt my ver^ibul dif« 
fotve upon her bofom* Both were half 
fuiFocated With feelings too high wrought^ 
And the prefcnce of my daughter proved 
a fortunate relief; for drawing me fondly 
down to her, *' why do you cry, mama ? 
faid the dear one, and why does this lad/ 
^7 f I thought we came home to be hap^ 
py," ** And happy we will be, my dar- 
Mng, cried Lady Arunddl, prefling her to 
a bofom melting in her favor, who can be 
otherwife blcft with fuch a cheru^b? Can 
JOQ complain, Ma(ikia>.wheii Heaven has 
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kft jrott hcr?^' ^ No, tny acioifrablr 

frkf)d» fighe^ i, I do noc ccMoplauii-^ 
ny reafon reproves tfaofe tears my wound* 
ed heart will imh ceafe periodicaiif to 
pour forth i ihi$ houfe» this roonn even 
ycuf tender n^fs twakena a rr^n of killing 
remembranGefii I have in vam endeavour-* 
ed to arm myielf agaiaft. Herei htrc^ 
evep here kas my foul expanded towards 
ber father with a pJcafure of which bcrm 
ielft and this weed, are tbeoaly ine(iiOk> 
lials." 

The emmoce q£ ferviantfi wkh re£re&» 
xneois, ]FuJ^ded a lif tk che agicatiM ^ 
|»thi a^ L^iady iV^undell obftioately fe« 
fufed «very kind of information concern^ 
kig my fiAer or friends till the next day^ 
infifting (hat I (bould devote the reau^in- 
derof^ihe ev<fU'ng to a minoite recital of 
sny OWA ftory. The a^loaiihfnent m in« 
(:idents evej-y niomenc exciied in h^df 
ArundelU itemed to make it more won- 
derfui even xo myirif. Having the fa^pj^ 
aflurance firom her that my fifter Aill lived» 
J gave way to the fwfcx hope of feeing 
httj and fiikd up. with bcr idea.4 chanx^ 
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%cr which now appeared more fi^tary. 
than ever. 

Mjrimpancncc concerning my Ellrrior 
could no longer be reftrained, than tilf 
we met in the momfng^ when I importu« 
nately demanded her ftorj. The vifible 
TcluAance with which Lady Arundelt 
granted my requcft, confirmed my fears 
of fome dreadful cacaflrophe^ and had { 
not been affurcd my lifter yet lived, I 
ihould have concluded her lofs the fataf 
^irent our friend feared to acknowledge : 
but facisfied in this inftance, and havingf 
fio tie which could comparatively intereft 
me, 1 fortified my mind agalnft the im- 
preffion of inferior fdrrows, by the deep 
fenfc of thofc I had already furvivcd. 

Whatever courage I had coHefted, 1 

tieeded k all^ when with ihat fearful pomp 

of preparation with which friendlhip evtr 

binds up the wounds of fate. Lady Arun- 

•dell produced a number of papers, moft 

of which appeared to be written by my 

fitter. I kifled the dear traces of a hand 

fo beloved. Alas, thofe fceets are yet by 

tne, and I need only fubjoin them. 

The 
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The Life ofEUinor, addreJfedt(rMatilda7 

. OH, you! much loved, but^licde 
trufted \ dear fider of my heart, whom ic 
fondly purfues through unknown climes, 
Vhere yet perhaps you wander, the vidlim 
of a faul attachment; receive in thrft; 
papers, if they ever meet your eyes, the 
grcateft teftimony of an affeflion, which 
as it was the firft my foul became fen- 
fible to, fo furely will it be the lad. 
Allied to. me in dediny, nolefs than blood, 
(fof we were born alike to be unknown, 
except <o each other) lo, I lay my heart, 
vnveiled before you, its paOions, ita 
pridr^ its prejudices ; condemn them por» 
iDy fitter, however they may contradidl 
your o^n— Eftimate duly the filence I 
have fo long preferved; the facrifices I 
have made, facrifices fo much the more 
meritorious, as my (oul ever revolttd 
agaioft the mean impofcr, and fubmitred 
but to you. I knew the delicacy of your 
mind, and would not add to the weight 
which hung upon its nobler facuhies, by 
4 confiiicnce that might wrong at the 

fame 
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lame moment your duty. Ah! no» I 
remembered Williams, and was from that 
moment prudent, if not happy— yet as I 
know too well the horrors of myftery, in* 
certitude, and filence, (for have I not 
fpent ages in vainly gucfiingat your fate?) 
let me refcue. ypu ^om a life of furmife, 
by pre ferving this fad memorial. Perhaps 
this aftonilhing reparation will prove eter- 
jiah— If then my heart no more ihall fed 
the throb of afftdioa it has always given 
^'hen yours prclfed againft it, (and ibme«- 
thing Items to tell me that pleafure Ihall 
never more be mine) receive in this reci* 
tal a lad proof of my tendcrnefs, and oh» 
my dear, ill-fated fifter, may it mitigax 
xhe keennefs of your afflidlios, to learn that 
you have not betn the greateft fuffcrer. 

In one part of this ftory I muft ever 
have been obicure and infincere, but that 
fate has fnatched away the wor(hippcd 
objc£t, of whofc charadter wc judged in 
io different a manner. Oh, pardon, me alU 
gracious Heaven, if my opinion has been 
erroneous !— Paule here, Matilda, if your 
.riling foul has taken the alarm, and weigh 



Wf 
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ivcJI Ac love )rou bear mt?, for 1 (hm 
need h all, unlefs I faifify the hO:. 

On the memorable daf, when Heavei^ 
decided the deltiny of the one Hlter, and 
'perplcKcd that of the other, by prefentino^ 
to the eyes of both the favorite of Eliza* 
fccth^ how dianfetfieally oppofite were the 
jmprcffions each took of his charader ! 
Aftonifhing that two agreeing in every 
wftancc till that moment^ (houM for the 
iirft time differ in fo decided a manner 1 
and more aftonrfliing, that every following 
day only con6rn:>ed the feparace judg- 
ments. The darling alike of art and of 
natutc, the eye, or mind, couW demand 
no more than was comprized in the ptr- 
•^fon of Lord Lciceftcr— but here, in my 
opinioBt the charm ended. His hearty 
*iiot warm by nature, had been rendered 
in a great degree callous, from its hav- 
ing expanded in the chilling atmofphcrc 
^t a Court. Unboutidcd in his pro- 
jcftf, timid and fobtlc in his a£tion^« 
tyrannic in his purfuits, the objrfl hfc 
could not govern, never long attached 
him. Ambition, {>ride/ and vanity, thoil: 

lcad« 
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Jeading traits in almoft every ch«ra£ler^ 
were in his fo exquiiitely blendedi and 
cdrredted by the froft of his nature, that 
Yhey might often be iniftaken for nobler 
paflions. You were prefeoted to his eyes 
in early youth, a finifhed pattern of beau^^ 
ty, endued mxh royalty j in the ten- 
der bloom of a newiy awakened love. 
Uniting thus in your own perfon the 
Arongcft powers of charming, with fuch as 
nvere peculiarly congenial to the heart you 
wifhed to win, it laid itfdf at your fecr* 
t)h woful moment when it did fo, as it 
entailed upon you all the miferies of a 
.mutual paflTion, without half its enjoy* 
ments 1 Alas, Matilda, had you really 
been adored—yet what could that have 
done, more than to fcverely aggravate 
all you was born to fufFcr i and as the 
apparent paffion of Lord Lriccftcr had to 
you the charms of reality, I atn to blamnc 
perhaps thus to -reprefent it : but the fea- 
ibn of difTimulation is pa(t, and my tor-* 
tured heart will utter nothing but truth. 
So fixed was this opinion of his charaftcr 
that though there was a momept of my 
Vol. IK M life 
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life, whewi my fate feemedf wholly in Lord 
X'Cicefter^s hands, I could not then enough 
cdeem him to venture his deCifion. Ycc 
ttilt a tender pity for your unmerited and 
icverlafting paffion Ihduld have fupprcCTtrd 
this (In your mmd) harfh judgment, but 
that, ! once more repeat, my own aftioas 
hiuft ever then have appeared eccentric 
and enigmatical. 

How deeply both fattier Anthony and 
1 regretted the imprudence which intro- 
duced into our folitary atylum fo danger* 
bus a vifitor, it were netdlefs now to repeat. 
Prudence was for once on the fide of paf- 
fion, and your fate was by the will of 
your only remaining guardian, for ever 
united with that of your lover. I fooa 
found it vain to oppofe the afcendancy he 
had gained in your affections; and as my 
own were yet unoccupied^ I looked no far- 
ther than the prefent moment ; and follow* 
Vd you to Kenilworth Caftle without re- 
pining. Neverthercfs I admired the delu- 
fions of love, which in a moment recoa- 
ciled you to a fituation apparently fo ob« 
fcure and abj^rft j and flill more that total 

blind* 
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l)1indners to your own cxcjuifite pcxfediof^ 
which could make you fancy that low ^ace 
would ever appear to obferving (ptd^toff 
your natural one. What then fnult bje 
iny aftoni(hment to fee Lord Leicefter*^ 
love impofe fuch humiliations, on an obr 
je£t nature and fortune had placed fo hf 
above him, and meanly content himfclf 
wich monopolized indulgences. 

Hardly were we alone, when the prc- 
Tumpiion of that wretch Williams filled 
both of us with a terror which required 
an immediate remedy. Every faculty of 
my foul revolted againft the abjedS com- 
pliances* your entreaties exafttd from me ; 
but even thofc only fcrvcd to {Iren^^ihcn 
the contempt which began to predomU 
natc in it. Lord Lciceftcr*s return gave 
us a ttfliporarjr relief, but his method of 
getting rid of the villain appealed to mc 
alike unfafe and mean, and the only propc,r 
modeof ending our fears never once feem- 
ed to^occur to him. I mean, acknowledge 
ing his marriage ; which jcrhaps tnight 
at that period have been done without 
"any great danger gF ofFcnJing Elizabeth'- 
M 2 wh' 
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if?Iiofe withering heart was becoming every 
'day Icfs fcnfible of affcftion, and whofe 
vanity was fo highly gratified and poflcfTcd 
*by the addreffes of xhe Duke of Anjou. 
But it was the itifereji of my Lord to break 
the match with the French Prince, and 
Xo that golden idol his every paffion bow- 
ed. We were again left to work lapcftry^ 
tand when he had fucceeded in his favo- 
rite project, he fuffcred the Queen in turn^ 
to bewail alone the lok of her laft lover« 
and came once mote to amufe himfclf 4c 
Kcnilworth. 

But he was not always to fucceed ; the 
jcaloufy of Elizabeth had now juft pro- 
-vocation^ and in her fudden arrival at Kc* 
iiilworth Caftle, the at laft overreached 
iier politic favorrte. In vain TLord LeiceC- 
tcr would have concealed us— in vain he 
•would have repreTentcd us as the vafTafs 
of his amuftrment : the fcrutinizing eye of 
the Queen, the univerfal voice of her more 
impartial train, pronounced this impoRi« 
'ble. Reduced to frame a new ftory, tor- 
tured v^ith the convidion that it had not 
:gaincd credit, he was obliged to aggra- 
vate 
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vate every difagreeable of our prefcns 
ii (uation, by delivering us unwillingljF 
into chq hands of Elizabeth. Alas, my 
fifter„ hfaw, I underftood, all this coft yoa 
on my account, whih: notoae figb on youc 
own cfcaped you. I therefore ftifl<d the 
painful and proud feniations that fwelled 
at my heart, and ventured into the world 
under the doubtful and myftcriou.s patro- 
nage of the Qyccn 5 who,, better acquaint- 
ed with the finelTes of her favorite tharv 
thofe. now nearly allied to him, never for 
one inomeat was the dupe of his fiifUony. 
though unable to difpr.ove it. 

An, how vifionary fecnw on recollec- 
tion our new licuation ! feen without be« 
ing knowr^^ adoired, without being 
tfteemed ; puni(hed wnhout being guilty ; 
applauded without being meritorious,, we 
were all an illu&oa. Yet while furrounded 
iwith fpics, and adling for evep under an- 
eye difpofcd to condemn, ere it couJd hal£ 
difcovcr, how difficult was itforu^to avoid* 
iufpicion and cenfure !: One fole advan* 
tagc had cither gained, by converging into- 
the fphcrc of a court; a faithful fiiend :: 
M 3 thou" 
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though even that bicfiing was curtailed 
by the eternal policy oF my Lord, whci 
Vrpuld not pi^rmit us to confide to his 
own amiable niccts, the Ladies Arundel! 
And Pembroke, any part of a fccrcc which 
might afFcfl, however remotely, his own 
fafety. Bounded as our convcrfaiibnat 
muft of conf<fquence be, the charm of 
atcachnr-cr.t neverthelcfs feizcd upon ouf 
fouls. Mine allied hfelf to Lady Pem- 
broke, while yours equally' inclined to 
her no lefs amiable fiHcr, and each took 
pleafure in paQing that portion of her 
lime with the ciiftinfV favourite we did 
not fpend together. Ah, here Matild^^ 
I approach the appointed moment, when 
the paths of life, in which we have hitherta 
trcd hand in hand, begin to ftparatet 
and every fuccceding ftep bears us farther 
from each oiher, till darknefs and Jdiftance 
ioh the draining eye of its firft dear ob- 
jedt— In vain each now turns back, and 
iccks the accuftomed way a thoufand 
various ones perplex the wearied mind : 
arrd while the impetuous paflions drag us 
cnward, we give to the Iweet memory 

Of 



THE RECESS, &c.- 167 

&f early youth a thoufand fond and hop^* 
Icfs fighs, thtn follow with trembling 
feet thofe whgovcrnabte leaders. 

Lord Pembroke's partiality Jiad lone 

jdiftinguiftied si noble youth the policy of 

X-ord Leictfter ft ill kept abroad. I had 

fccn many of his letters, through the mc- 

tlium of Lady Pembroke ; and jny heart 

had learnt to flatter at the name of EiTcii, 

ere yet I beheld him. Alas, even uhilc 

X repeat it, I own the fame fenfation I— 

Oh, Ipve ! exquifite dcluHon ! captivating 

error ! from the moment the lips find 

J>leafurc In that word, till they lofe thp 

J>ovyer of pronouncing it, the charm, the 

inconceivable charm remains. — Whether 

cherifhcd by the fun beams of hope, or 

chilled by the dc\^s of difappointmcnt— 

Whether the chofen objeft is faithful, 

or unfaithful— glowing with animatiori 

before our ey^s or feared up in rhc 

dark and filent* grave j the pafllon, the 

powerful pafTion aflcrts its eternal ilN 

flliiencc^ and xiecidcs the chirafler where 

it once has reigned. While I d^vell 

pn the mon:ient which called to being 

' M 4 th'j' 
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this finer and more poignant fenfe, fenCir 
bilicy, memory retraces its dear embtionssc 
with a foftnei^ time itftlf can. ne^er ex- 
tinguifh. 

Tinftured with the partiality of Lord 
'Eflex's friends;, already acquainted with 
Ills fentin^ents on hcroifm, glory,, and 
every attachment except that of the heart j^ 
I fondly flattered myfclf the d?y would 
come, when he would receive from me 
that laft and livtlied impreflion which, 
forms and fijnifhes the human foul, I inter* 
wove myfelf infenfibly in all his concerns ^ 
1 deeply lamented the tie of relationflhip, 
which fubjeded his adlons to the will of 
Lord Leicefter ; and employed fpme o£ 
the little time I fpent with my Lord, in 
endeavouring to bias his mi^d in favor of 
the abient hero. Cold and filent on the. 
pierit3 of Eflcx^ Lord Leicefter often, 
bantered me on being fo fcnfiblc of them^^ 
and feldopi failed to remind me of 
the family cpmpad, which had bound 
Lord Eflex to, wed Sir Francis Walfing* 
Yarn's only daughtter : to fulfil which, be 
purpofcd ifoon tO: re.cal.hrim j and advifcd: 

me 
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me rather to turn my eyes od Sir Walter 
Raleigh, whofe talents he pronounced 
infinitely faperiorj and whofe homage 
was wholly paid to me. As this was a 
lover he knew I decefted,. the converfa- 
tion generally ended when he was named^ 
but a fuccefHon of fuch difcourfes, con«> 
firmed me in the opinioa of Lord Lei* 
ceftcr's fclfiflinefs, and prepared me, per- 
haps, to decide in oppoficion to it* 

Effex was at length fummoned to Engr 
land. He arrived. An idle, unaccountable 
appreheniion at once overcame my reafon^ 
t was petfuaded I could not fee him with 
indifference. 1 feared the keen eye of 
Elizabeth, and the colder and more watch^ 
ful one of Lord Leiccfter, I quitted the 
Court the day Eficx was to be prefcnted^ 
and part it with Lady Pembroke. By a fin* 
gular chance Mifs Walfixigham had chofea 
to do the fame. The party enlarged in* 
ftnfibly as the circle decrcafcd. Effcx 
was the theme of every tongue>. and while 
Mifs Walfingham*s triumphant eyes ac- 
knowledged the implied compliments^ 
my yielding heart received ihcm, ;* He 

15 
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H here,** cried Lady Pembroke, in the 
afternoon, looking out of the window^ 
and kifling her hand* I felt ready once 
more to run away, but that, decorum re* 
drained me. Lady Pembroke indulgedl 
one of the gay whims which fo ofcen wer^ 
k fource of plcafure at once to hcrfelf an<i 
faer friends, and iofifted that he (hould 
only be cold his bride Wc^s among the un- 
married ladies, from whom his heart 
muft fcleifl her. This was an ill-judged 
projedt. Mifs Walfingham had been con* 
trafliKd to Lord lilTcx in chiklhood, ra- 
ther to ratify a reconciliation between th? 
families, than any aifcdion. The rigid 
jprinciples of Lady \yalfingham had hi- 
therto kept her daughier in total fcclu* 
fion, and th? death of her mother bad homt 
gitrcn the young lady unbounded liberty* 
Her paffions, naturally violent, had al* 
ways fpurncd reft rain t j but copipelled foe 
a time to fubmit to it i they marked hec 
charaflter even in early youth with haogh- 
tinefs. The beauty fhc eminently pof- 
fefled, focjn drew around her a croud of 
lovers, which ekvatipg h^ iiapi(y, added 

CO* 
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eoquetry to pride, and united in ber pcr« 
fon iKc ftrangc extremes of four refervc 
and unbounded levity. Sir Philip Sydney 
was the only man fuppofed to have an/ 
intereft in her heart, but as he had from 
the firft devoted himfcif to another, ihc 
aSefted to defpife him, and wait the re- 
turn of her allotted hufband, with a refo- 
lution to fulBi the contrad. 

Mils Walfingham feconded the propo- 
fal of Lady Pembroke, which rather per* 
plextrd ihe reft of the company ; and after 
much pleafantry on the fubjtft of iympa- 
thy. Lady Pembroke ftnt for her Lord 
and the ftranger— Ah, Heavens, that in- 
vincible ftrangcr— born to decide my de- 
(liny— his youth had accuftomcd me to 
expeft to find fomcthing unformed and 
unfinilhed in his peifon and manners- 
how then was 1 furprizrd to fee the height 
and majcfty of Lord Leiccfter united 
with a countenance no lefs ptrrfcft ; while 
every grace of figure, feature, and com- 
jkxion were Ignted up by brilliant 
youth, an air at once elrgant and inge-. 
ni0U3, and an txpreffion of fcnfibility 

y^hich 
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which heightened every charm. I have not 
half defcribed the dear, the deep imprct 
fion— 1 would in vain defcribe it— he look» 
cd and I then firft fcemcd to fee— he fpokc 
and I then firft feemcd to hear.— Fcarfui 
left any marked diforder (hould betray 
roc, I rivetted my eyes upon the groundj^ 
but they had already borne the im%e 
into my heart : I (li!l faw it within, and 
my charmed fenfe retained the ftfund of 
that voice, regardlcfs of ail others— Smil- 
ing cxpreffively at Lady Pembroke's au^ 
thoritative order, he kiffed the hand (he 
had given him, and dropping it, kneic 
gracefully to me.— Gracious Heaven, how 
excefHve was my confu£on at this unlucky 
miftake, yet how cxquifue my filent plca- 
fure ! The over-powering mirth of the 
whole party difpleafed him— kindly deign- 
ing to impute my diftrefs folcly to thac 
caufe, he folicited my pardon for having 
united me in the very excellent jeft the 
ladies were obliging enough to make a€ 
his cxpence. Adding in a lower voice,, 
that wherever parental authority, had de^* 
ftincd him to bow, he (hould always re- 
i\ber with pride and plenfure the dif- 

tinguilhcd 
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tmguilhed choice his heart had ventured 
to make. Then adirancing to Mifs Wal- 
Sngham, whofe rcadinefs faved him a fe* 
cond miftake, he made her fome cold 
compliment, wliich awakened. every fiery 
particle of her nature^ and paifcrd on to 
pay the lame rcfpeA to the reft of the 
ladies^ while his eyes ever and anon re- 
turned to me wkh that paflionate ingenu- 
oufnefs which through life has been his 
t:hara£leriftic. 

I left him behind, and returned to 
Court -, glowing with the fame ardent paf- 
fion I had once dared to condemn in you^ 
and flatterrng myfelf that he was ftudy- 
mg how to break an engagement not ra- 
tified by his heart. How fweet were the 
Jiours, rich with thalt hope ! ready every 
moment to adknowledge the truth, and 
to indulge my paffion by repofing it in 
your faithful bofom, I found you over- 
whelmed with tears, apprehenfion, and 
4ingui{h I for it was at this very period tiie 
cruel and extravagant jealoufy of Lord 
"Leicefter became apparent. Wanting 
courage to mention an incident remote 

from 
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from the caufe of your forrow, I buried 
the dear impreflion in my heart, and 
devoted chyfclf to Toothing a mind io 
deeply wounded. By a ftrangc tranfition 
in my own fcntimcnts, I had learnt fairly 
to judge of youri, and the increafing finii- 
larity interwove our fouls every day more 
and more ftrongly, though nop one word 
efcaped me. Dreams of pride and gran- 
deur, which had fomctimes embittered a 
fpirit I will venture to call noble, vanifli- 
ed ac once before a ftronger paflion; 
which ftrangely filled up that void in my 
mind nothing yet had ever been iiblc to 
fill. I no longer complained of the 
Queen— I no longer thought the Court a 
prilbn— conforming from that moment 
quietly to my fate, I centred every wilh 
in one fo!e obje(fV. 

I even employed myfclf diligently in 
developing Lord Lelceftcr's feniimentsj 
and conciliating a difference boiH of you 
fuffc'fcd alike by, though ncrithtr would 
alloN^ it. Lord EfiTcx, during' thtfc coo 
verfations, was ever near us— wilh watch- 
ful eye endeavouring to' dive into the na- 
ture 
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Hire of our connexion, and the myftcry of 
our birch ; fo induHrioufly buried by 
Lciceftcr and Elizab.ih. The difguft 
your Lord already (hewed towardi 
lEffct^ became 00 xhtic occaGons more 
apparent, and as its catife, I fought by 
every liitle diftin^flion to reward that dear 
lover's patience : a diflike fo unjuft^ 
heightened/ however, that I alrejdy felt 
towards Lord Lciceftcr, tliough at the 
fomc moaient it fupplied a ftill more ur- 
gent reafon for ^ concealing ir, than tho(e 
Vhich had hithrrto influenced me. 

The fufferings of your mind funk irtto 
mine ; and profiting by the fad example 
of a paflion imprudently indulged, I calU 
ed myfcif to account for chcrifliing fo 
dangerous a weakncfs, and rcfolvcd by 
^ courageous effort to gover.n, if I could 
not exiinguifh it. But ah^ bow vain is 
that attempt, wHen once we are truly 
touched 1 Love, my fifter, like the en* 
Writhed fcrpent, only comprcfles the heart 
more clofely, for every effort we make to 
/hake it off. In vain I turned my con- 
templations towards the obfcurity which 

hac^ 
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had hitherto attended our lives, the dark«^ 
and myfterious cloud which yet hung oyer 
them 4 love drew. a vivid rainbow acrof^ 
h, and every tear due to misfortune fell 
tinctured with EfTex. Ah^ wherefore 
fliould calamity heighten that paffion ? 
without being able to deine the cau(c» 
I acknowledge xkc qfFcft ? The heart 
for ever adtive, perhaps then ferments 
moft powerfully^ and where love has 
once found roonv every agitation ca« 
operates to its increafe^ however diftinA 
hs origin/ 

Yet jf the weaknefs of woman could 
be juftified by the merit of the objeft, the 
more I examined Eflex, the more reafoa/ 
1 had to be fatis&ed. That noble candor^ 
which rcfifted through life the courtly 
artifice he would neither profit by or 
adopt, was at this period eminently conQpi* 
cuous i while his warm heart and poli(h* 
ed underftanding, made him no Icfs the 
friend than the patron of genius. Every 
indifferent fpcftator admired to fee tven 
his youth rich with every promifc fulfilled 
in the riper years of Sydney, and thought 

Sir 
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fSir -Francis Waifingham the happicft of 
xncn, iQ'bciognble to match his daugh- 
ter with cither of thefe diftioguiflied 
minds* The gencrotis Eflcx fcorned Co 
xiecetirc her he did not rcfufe to marry, 
/and paying his dcceafcd father's will the 
deep rcfpcfl of appdiring ready to comply 
H^ith it, waited the operations of fortune 
in his favor, and adored me in iilence, > 

At this jundure the camp claimed Lord 
Lciccfter, and the nobility accompanied 
him. I ihared the mortal (bagrin wiih 
which you faw hicn depart in filence, an^l 
fallowed you fo truly through all youf 
feelings, that ! fought to perfuade my- 
self Lffex might only want the power to 
treat me in the fame manner. This painr 
ful idea operated (o ftrongly, as to make 
me affuinc a coldnefs at parting, to^which 
niy lover was unaccuftomcd, and which), 
^ own ihe truth, I did not €cafc regret- 
ting the whole, time of his abfcnce. 

The difperfion and defeat of the Ar* 
mad a reilored gaiety and ecUt to the 
Court, The fulled reconciliation took 
j>lace between you and Lord Leiceftcn 

Vot. IL N My 
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Mf heart opened ohce more to1tope» tb 
happinef$9 to Efiex i who now tfoIccoiK 
ngc to uDfohj his fenriments to Lddy' 
Pehibroke. She inftandy adopted hk 
.catrfe^ afid promifed to find him an op^ 
portuniey to plead it. Noi* was ic long 
ere (be drew me to her houfc, and telliiig 
me, widi one of thofe huppy foiilcs which 
dirpdfed us to grant whatever (he wifhed, 
i*' that from the firft moment (he faw xne, 
it had been one of the darling objefts of 
lier life to unite mc with Lord Eflex, who 
alone appeared t<> her likely to defervfe 
the heart ihe had fo thoroughly ftudied, (be 
had therefore engaged her Lord to joiii 
"Wkh her in concerting that mode of intra!- 
^u6i:ion which appeared to me fo wild z 
whim. It had fully anfwercd her hopds 
in ^afcinacing one of the parties, and, flue 
^dded, (he half believed it was not loft 
upon the other/' FiKing hfcr eyes for « 
moment on my glowing cheeks, fhc gailjr 
llarted up to throw open her clofet door, 
"infliorr, tty dear/' ctitd flie, •* here is 
Lord EITcx himfelf; allow him to plead 
his own caufe^ and when I think I can 

fpcak 
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Tpeak nwc to the purpoTe depend on 
i^y ini^rruptiog him:'' pluckiog her 
ro^e fram ni^ ctembling ftngersy Ak ran 
.out of the room, Dtftreflcd, irrefolacry 
Aftd overcofne vvith the anival of a mo* 
mem fo long wiihed fori I made an ef- 
fort to follow her, but ufmg the fame 
means to dctdkti me, I had unfoccefsfulljr 
cried mth my friend, Lo^d EQcx grafp^d 
my robe more firmly/ I turned, artd 
i)ot4airi[>g to fix my tyes on the gfaecflil 
form, the fine face on \thich they fell, I 
dropt them, and yi^Wrd in fiknce to 
hear hifn. How d«ep, afh Heaven, bow 
exqui&te, is tdc remembrance of that 
tni^Htteftf, w*hcn tJhc rtartie of love fiWt 
fetched «)y ear, fron:^ the only voitc 
which could wndcr it agreeable !— " I 
^ill not imagine, moft worfhipped of 
women, faid the Earl, I offer you any new 
homage in thus bending before you,*— 
The momei^t my eyes firft beheld yours, 
my too- ready kncrci offered up to you a 
heart, new to the paflion that moment 
made eternal. The hii^heft fenfe of duty 
to a father, whofc will in all other in* 
N z ftanccs* 
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ftances, was governed by reafon, hatlowcil 
even the generous error which induced bkta 
to contraft mc to Mifs Walfingham. Dcf- 

^tincd to rcfign in the. flower of his days, 
every advantage which makes this world 
dear to noan, he ftudioufly fought to fe-* 

'■ cure them all for a fon, who watered his 
pjale cKe<;k with the tears of guilelefs child- 
hood ! and to fccurc me friends at Court, 
V(ho raight fupply in fpme degree his ow,n 
place^ allied me nominally to the politic 
iWalfingham ; perfuaded his inicrcft alo^e 
could counter-balance that of our inveter- 
ate enemies, th^ Cecil family. . The event 
juftiBed this opinion. A combination of 
circumftances would have buried me. in 
ob(curity, had I not had the fupport and 
attachment of Sir Francis. I'hus circunn- 
ftanccd, ic would ill become mc to rejtft 
the daughter of the man to whom I owe . 
my fafcty and didindion \ but early learn- 
ing her charader, and fearing. to truft my 
happinefs in the hands of a girl whofe vio- 
lent temper deftroyed her own, I readily 
yielded to the plcafure of Lord Leiccf* 

• <(er in remaining abroad ; not without a 

hope 
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hope (which time confirmed) that (he 
would in the interim give her heart to 
fome more afliduous lover. I had rcafon 
to believe this wifti was accomplifhed ere 
1 ventured to return home. Her partia- 
lity for Srr Philip Sydney is indeed too 
apparent forme to think of uniting with 
her, were the friends of both willing to 
complete the match ; but as I cannot help 
flattering myfeif that the determination of 
Sir Philip will regulate that of the Wal- 
fmgham family, fain would I learn from 
ybur indulgence (if indeed you deign to 
intcrcft yourfclf in the fate of a man, born 
but to adore you; whether Sydney has any 
thing to hope from your fifter. Accepc 
in this explanation, my excufc for pre* 
fuming to hover near your fccrct 5 and 
do not imagine by uniting myfclfinic, I 
feck to intrude on engagements I fhall 
readily yield to, whether I am permitted 
to underftand them or not..** 

Charmed alike with the accents of that 
harmonious voice, and the pafSon it gc- 
neroufly avowed — prrpared by the open- 
nefs of his recital to inciulgc my natural 
I - N J can- 
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and read in each other's eye a paffioit 
untinftured with doubt, and which every, 
following day promifed to fandify. EP- 
fcx found too many iburces of wonder 
and pleafure in the mutual confidence, ra 
oppofc her he from that nnoment look<:d 
up to, and we parted fo fati&fied with the. 
interview, that either would have bought 
it with lif<^. 

, Neverthelcfs, I was far froffi confider- 
ing Mifii Waliingham as the fole obftacie 
to our union. The politic Lord Lcicef-. 
ter> ftrongly, though filendy oppofcd 
it ; nor indeed without reafon. Confcious* 
he had reigned (o many years without a. 
competitor in the heart of Elizabeth, he 
^ight juflly dread the progrefs of a rival, 
in whom. all his advantages were united^ 
with, many he never poffeffcd. Not fatis* 
fied with the reputation of beauty and 
elegance, Leiccfttrr ever paffionatcjy de- 
fired that of condufl and valor, and had 
given the kingdom but too convincing^ 
proofs how unequal he \yas to the military, 
rank he held, Eficx was bora a foldier. 
The rough «nd generous virtues of that 
: cha- 
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tfhara<5ler» were joined in him with the 
polifhed graces of a courtier^ and the moft 
rtfined tafte for literature. A man caU 
culated to fhine in whatever light yoa 
examined him, could not fail to alarm 
all who valued and held the favour of Eli- 
zabeth, Add to this, that Eflex was na- 
turally bold and afpiring ; confequentJy 
would retain whatever he once poffcflid. 
Such were already the fears of all the fa^ 
vourites of the Queen, and who could 
bound mine, when I recolkftcd the du- 
bious fate of his noble father, and the' 
laft warning he had given to this darling 
fon? 

' The fudden and onexpefled marriage 
of Sir Philip Sydney and Mifs Walfing- 
ham, revived thofe hopes in the mind of 
Effcx, 1 had fo long ftrove ib throw at a 
diflance ; and mih them too revived the- 
vain projcdt of confiding his views to 
Lord Leicefter, with whofe approbation 
of them he ftill continued to flatter him- 
Clf. Terrified left fuch an unguarded 
mcal'ure (hould exafperate. Leicefter tO 
his utter ruin, who would ill brook that 

tbi' 
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this embryo riral (hould etofs hii f^e in 
evtry icftance^ and dare to cooiend whh 
blm for a (hare of tfaoiib advantages he was 
determined to n)oiopolize» I exerted the 
utmoft care to cherm my lover to fiience* 
AlaSi every day made that more diffiqulr* 
The Queen and Leiccfter^ fearful of my 
finding among the many who profeiTed 
themfelves my ficrvants, one wbofe views 
ivould interfere wfth their own, imme* 
diately allotted me that weak wfet/ch 
IvOrd Arlington, for a ha(kand \ and in 
counoenancing his addreflcs, threw every 
other lover 4{ a diftaio^e : at the fame 
time giving me but too much reafon to 
apprehead> that if ever I was permitted 
to marry, it muft be as a facrifice to 
both. Not daring to confult you on a 
fubjirft t had fo long concealed,- and oa 
whk:h we mufi: ever thinic fo differently, 
ad well as unwillingr to blight the li-ttle 
gleam of funQi'mc love illumined your 
days with, I rcfigncd myfclf op to a " 
gloom which hardly the ptefence 6t tffcx 
could difiipate, 

A very 



THE RECESS, &c. itj 

« A very fhort lime rendered the in ten- 
tions of the Queen and Lord Leicefter 
obvious to Effcx. His impaffioncd foul, 
fired alike with love of me, and difdain 
of^ him I was commanded to love, treated 
Lord Arlington with fo marked a con- 
tempt, that nothing but the irrefolution 
incident to weak minds^ could prevent 
Iii^ rival from making a mortal quarrel 
of it. Poffefled in my confidence of the 
means* to render Lord Leiceftcr more 
trafibaWe, the Earl of Eflcx folicited my 
confent to infift on that of your Lord, ds 
wrfl as his intereft with the Queen, if be 
valued the prcfervation of his own fc* 
crcr. 

The lender lore which attached me to 
you, alone could induce me to oppofe a 
defign of which my happinefi was the ul* 
timate objeft. But convinced that an ec- 
chircifltment of this kind would embroil 
me for ever with Lord Leicefter, and fill 
your fufJering mind with a trouble be- 
yond aU thofe you had alreat!y experienc- 
ed, I confenccd to fee Eflcx once more at 
Latdy Peolbf oke's j and exerting at that 

inter- 
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Mf heart opened once more toltope^ £k 
happtnefs, roEfiexj who now took coo*- 

ngc to uDfohj his fenriments to Lady' 
Pebibroke. She inftamiy adopted his 
.catrfe, aad promifed to find him an op- 
portunity CO plead it. Noi was it long 
ere (be drew me to her hoofe, and telling 
fftfj with one of thofe hAppy faiiles which 
dirpdfed us to grant whaceirer (he wiOied, 
•*• that from the firft moment (he faw me, 
it had been one of the dairling objects 6€ 
lier life to unite me with Lord Eflex, who 
alone appeared to her likely to defervfe 
the heart fhe had fo thoroughly ftudied, (bfe 
had therefore e*igagcd her Lord to join 
"Wkh her in concerting that mode of introL 
daftion which appeared to me fo wild 'a 
whim. It had fully anfwered her hopcts 
in ^afcinacing one of the parties, and, flie 
titdded, (he half believed it was not loft 
upon the other.'* FiKing hfcr eyes for^i 
moment on my glowing cheeks, fhc gailjr 
llafted up to throw open her clofet door, 
"inffiorr, tty dear,** ciitd flie, •* here is 
Lord EfTex himfelf; allow him to plead 
his t?wn caufe, and when I think I can 

rpcak 
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Tpeak more to the purpoTe depend on 
f^J JQl^rruptiog him :" pluckiog her 
r^e fram my ctembling fingers, flte ran 
,€Mt of the room, Dtftreflcd, irrefolacry 
And overcome vvith the anival of a mo* 
mem iQ long wiihed for, I made an ef- 
fort to follow her, bort.ufing the fame 
means to detail me, I had «nfuccefsful|]r 
tried >»itb my friend, Lo^d Eflex grafptd 
my robe more firmly* I turned, artd 
fiot4arir>g to fix my tye s on the graeeflil 
form, the fine face on \thich tbeyfcl!, I 
drop* them, and yicldrd in fiknce to 
hear hifn. How d«ep, ufh Heaven, bow 
exquifi>te, is tbc remembrance of tbac 
tTjomef^r, w*hcn tJhc rtartie of love fiWt 
re^ached my ear, from the only voitc 
which could «?ndcf k agreeable !— " I 
%ill not imagine, moft worfhipped of 
ivomen, faid the Earl, I ofF<?r you any new 
homage in thus bending before you,^ 
The moment my eyes firft beheld yours, 
my too- ready kncrcs offered up to you a 
heart, new to the paflion that moment 
made eternal. The hi^hcft fenfe of duty 
to a father, whofc w.ll in all other in* 
N % ftance'^ 



aSo T'HE recess, ict. 

fiances, was governed by reafon, halfoweti 
even the generous error which induced. bub 
to contract tnc to M\k Walfingham. Def- 

.tined to refign in the. flower of his dayi, 
every advantage which makes this world 

• dear to man, he Itudioufly fought to fc^ 

'■ cure them all for a fon, who watered his 
pjale check with the tears of guilelcfs child- 
hood ! and to fccurc me friends at Court, 
V(ho might fupply in fomc degree his ow,n 
place» allied me Dominally to the polidc 
iWalfingham ; perfuadcd bis inicreft alooe 
could countcr-balance that of our inveter* 
ate enemies, th? Ctcil family. . The cvenc 
juftificd this opinion. A combination of 
circum({ances would have buried me. in 
obfcurity, had I not had the fupport and 
attachment of Sir Francis. I'hus circum- 
ftanccd, ic would ill become me to rejcft 
the daughter of the man to whom I owe 
my fafcty and diftinflion i but early learn- 
ing her charader, and fearing. to truft my 
happinefs in the hands of a girl whofe vio- 
lent temper deftroyed her own, I readily 
yielded to the plcafure of Lord Leiccf- 

. ^er in remaining abroad ; not without, a 

hope 
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hope (which time confirmed) that flic 
would in the interim give her heart to 
fome more affiduous lover. I had rcafon 
to bch'eve this wifli was accompliftied ere 
I ventured to return home. Her partia- 
lity for Srr Philip Sydney is indeed too 
apparent forme to think of uniting with 
her, were the friends of both willing to 
complete the match ; but as I cannot help 
flattering myfclf that the determination of 
Sir Philip will regulate that of the Wal- 
lingham family, fain would I learn from 

I ybur indulgence (if indeed you deign to 
intcrcft yourfclf in the fate of a man, born 

[ but to adore you) whether Sydnry has any 
thing to hope from your fifter. Accept 
in this explanation, my excufe for pre- 
fuming to hover near your fecret j and 
d<o not imagine by uniting myfclf in it, I 
feck to intrude on engagements I fhall 
readily yield to, whether I am permitted 
to undcrftand them or not..** 

Charmed alike with the accents of that 

harmonious voice, and the paffion it gc- 

neroufly avowed — prepared by the opcn- 

nefsof his recital to indulge my natural- 

N 3 c.an- 
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and read in each other's eye a paffioil 
untindured with doubc, and which cverj^ 
following day [>romifed to fandlify. Ef- 
fcx found too many (burces of wonJcr 
and pleafure in the mutual confideace, to 
oppofe her he from that momenc looked, 
up to, and we parted fo fati&fied with cfac 
interview, that either would have bougbc 
it with lifrf. 

^ Neverthelcfs, I was far from confider-* 
ing Mifs Wallingham as the fole obftacle 
to our union. The politic Lord Leicef- 
ter> ftrongly, though fileotly oppofcd: 
it ; nor indeed without reafon. ConfciouS' 
he bad reigned (o many years without a. 
competitor in the heart of Elizabeth, he 
^ight juflly dread the progrcl's of a rival, 
in whom. all his advantages were united^ 
with many he never poffciTed, Not fatis* 
fied with the reputation of beauty and 
elegance, Leiccfter ever paffionatcJy de- 
fired that of condufl and valor, and had 
given the kingdom but too convincing 
proofs how unequal he yvas to the military 
rank he held. Eflcx was born a foldier. 
The rough «nd generous viriues of that 
: c!u- 
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^haradcr, were joined in him with the 
polifhcd graces of a courtier, and the moft 
refined tafte for literature. A man caU 
culated to fhioe in whatever light you 
examined him, could not fail to alarm 
all i^ho valued and held the favour of Eli- 
zabeth, Add to this, that Eflex was na« 
rurally bold and afpiring} confequently 
would retain whatever he once poffefled. 
Such were already the fears of all the fa^ 
vourites of the Queen, and who could 
bound mine, when I recollefled the du- 
bious face of his noble father, and the 
lafl: warning he had given to this darling 
fon? 

• The fudcJen and uncxpedled marriage 
of Sir Philip Sydney and Mifs Walfing- 
ham, revived thofe hopes in the mind of 
Effcx, 1 had fo long drove tb throw at a 
diftance ; and wich them too revived the* 
vain projedb of confiding his views to 
Lord l-eiccfter, with whofe approbation 
of them he ftill continued to flatter him- 
Clf. Terrified left fuch an unguarded 
mcafure ftiould exafperatc. Leiccfter td» 
his utter ruin, who would ill brook that 

this 
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iaicrvicw every power I poffcflcd over bi| '^ 
perturbed heart, to moderate his rage^- >^ 
and foQche his love, till the enfuing cacn^ J 
paign in the Netherlands ihould be over» L 
I promifcd a Heady reiiftance to every Im 
matrimonial propofal in the interval, and ^^ 
to decide his fate on his return. Know- 
ing it vain to hope to aduate him by any 
fdfifli confideration of his own welfare, 
I buried in my heart i(s deepeft fources 
of apprehenfion, and bound him to pa- 
tience by a ftrong reprefen ration of the 
dangers to which any raihnefs on his pare 
would infallibly expofe me, Thofe in- . 
flanged paflions no other being could ever . 
controul, were regulated by my voice ; and , 
when neccffity compelled us to part, I 
Teemed to leave in bis arms the dearer por- . 
tion of my exiftence. 

Occupied by feelings and views diftinft . 
from each other, and agreeing only in ^ 
watching the wind, and fending every 
wi(h towards the camp, you and 1 fetdoni . 
entered into our accuftomed confidence 
and friendfliip^ I had, however, fome- 
times the relief of a Ic^er, through the 

medium 
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medium of Lady Pembroke \ by tbofe 1 

lear nt your Lord ftill maintained an ouc^ 

ivard (hew of civility towards Eflcx, while 

he fecretly made him fcnfible of all his 

tpower ; ycc with ao arc fo pcofoundj as left 

him no apparent right to complain. He 

often reminded me of my promife, and 

vowed to preferve an undoubted claim to 

it, by ftill enduring for my fake. Ovcr*i 

whelmed with anxiety and perplexities, I 

hardly durft look towards the unravelling 

of events fo complicated, and waited in 

dreadful fufpenfe the will of Heaven. Ic 

broke in thunder over me — the cruel fitu^i 

Zi\ot\ in which you foon found yourfelf. 

Lord Leicefter's abrupt and imprudent 

return on the news of it-^-the politick 

conftruftion he gave that return to the 

lick and doating Quren— her fudden refo- 

lution to marry him^ and the immediate 

neceffity for getting out of her power, 

which rendered both him and you in one 

hour mifcrable* fugitives, were incidents 

4b ftrange,. rapid, and unfufpedted, that! 

became their vidim, ere I could any way 

account for it. 

The 
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The fatal momi/ig of Lord L^keftef^ 
return^ you lefc him to att^d the rifing 
of the Qi^een, which was on that daf 
your periodical duty. I waited with im- 
patience the event of my Lord*« vtCt tf 
£lizabetii» in which my own fafecy, at 
well as yours, was immediately concemeda 
A fervant (yf Lady Pembroke's, fn whom 
flie repofcd great truft, fuddenly brought 
tne word that a fright had thrown her 
into premature iaboury and the danger wai 
lb immifiedt^ that even while we fpoke 
Jhe might breathe her hft-, nevcrthelefs, 
the meffcnger, in her name, urged wt 
to haften to her, if T valued the IctrersI 
had lodged ia her hands* I gave way to 
<he aUrm without refleftioo, and accom* 
panied the meflOTger inftantly ; nor did i 
meet in paGing through the palace any of 
our women or friends, to whom I could 
mention the caiife of my fudden abfcnce. 
Happily the dahger of my much-lovtfd 
friend was over eie I arrived. I prcft her 
hand in fiience, and took from ic the 
packet relative co E0«x, (he had kept 
ready to give mcj which I put into 'my 

bofom, 
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bofom, and was hafteoing back, when a 
ftranger, as I paiTcd through cfae outer cottit» 
fM^fenced me a nocc. The hand, my 
fluttered fenfes owned for that of Eiiex. 
But wlijr fliduld he return to Englaad ? 
A cot^fufed ffar arofe in my miad, whicli 
iyard4y left me power to read it. It wav 
anonytnoi^S but I learnt from it, *^ chat 
fae had been at the houfe of Lady Pemi> 
broke, where, Ihocked at the diftrefi inco 
which bet misfortune had juft thrown hwr 
Lord, as well as the whole family, he found 
k vain to hcrpe their aififtance towards 
obtaining an interview with me, which 
tieverthelefs, was highly effential to the 
peace and fafety of both. He ended with 
conjuring me to follow the bearer, if I 
wifbed to lave him from dcfperation."-*- 
Perhaps on the decifion of this impwtanc 
itooment depended the peace of my whole 
future life, Toofurely my compliance in- 
finitely lengthened the fatal abfcncc from 
Cou^rt which enthralled me for many 
painful years ; and dearly did I expiate that 
firft deviation from propriety and pru- 
dence. But are we always rulers over our 

feelings ? 
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fellings ? mine were agitated with aimoU 
every pofllble caufe, and coward reaf<K| 
too often retreads from the dangeroas 
contcft. 

I ftept into a hired boat the meflenger 
fliewed mc, which was rowed down the 
river with the utmoft rapidity. During 
the little voyage, I revolved in my mind 
^vcry probable rcafon for this fudden and 
farming return of the Earl ; but I was 
at Greenwich, ere I yec had fixed on one. 
I landed at a folicary garden belonging to 
Lord Southampton, and was conducted 
to a pavillion which overhung the water^ 
where I found Eflex alone: pale, difor- 
dcred, and undreft, with every fympto/n 
of anxiety and fatigue. Overwhelmed 
with 1 know not what agitation, I funk 
rupon his fhoulder, as he knelt before me, 
and gave way to an uncertain prefcntiment 
of fadnefs, a few hours afccr fo fully veri- 
iied. Not even the charm of his voice 
could immediately Ibothe fpirits fo many 
^concurring circum (lances had deeply agi- 
t;itcd : neverthelels, on comprehending 
that furmife^ and not misfortune, had 

brought 
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bf ought hitn thus fuddenly to England, I 
fcH cny opprefled heart breathe a little 
«t^ore freely. I by-and-by underdood that 
the fole motive of this journey was thefud* 
deo one of Lord Leicefter ; that by means 
of friends who furrounded your Lord, hz 
)iad always endeavoured to keep a watch* 
ful eye on his a£tions; and underftood 
that 9 packet of letters, brought by a 
trufty hand from England, had agitated 
him fo ftrong'y, as to make him rcfolve on 
leaving his command, to pod home im- 
mediately. The communication of this 
myfterious refolution determined . him to 
follow the fteps of his General, which be 
was enabled to do, as he fortunately adtccl 
onlf as a Volunwer. The impatience 
Lord Lekrefter difcovered during his hafty 
journey, authorifed the fears of the rival 
who followed his fteps; and perfiiaded 
him either that the fccrtt of my birth 
had traafpired, or that fome manoeu- 
vre was projeded to difpofc of me 
as policy diftatcd. Rendered dcfpcratc 
by thtfc fears, he had left every thing- ia 
train for an immediate return, if fortu- 
VoL. II. O nattly 
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Aatety I was fttU at liberty ; or if be ctfold 
be the happy means of detirering cue, ia 
cafe the wboic truth had been dilcovered ; 
nor could he longer doubc but I wDuid 
at hft confent to folbw the fortiancs of a 
man, who had never for a motntnt put 
all the hopes he imght perhaps juftly 
form, in coropetUkin with %ht (ingle doe 
4)f pofltiBng roe. The genefoos ecror of 
the Earl's conduft ceuld not c^nd mr, 
bot perfuaded my owo fituation was not (^ 
clefperate as be rcprcfented ic, I account* 
cd to him for Lord Lcictfter*s precipitate 
journey^ by acknowledging^ the truth ; 
and urged him to leave England directly l 
that his having vifited It might never 
tranfpire« But I ulked to one who no 
longer attended to* me.; His. eyes wan- 
dered wildly ov^r my features, while his 
'whole foul was engroflcd by his favorite 
J>rojt:6t. Poflcfled and diftraded with 
the idea, that Lord Leiccfter would in*- 
faliibly ruin his hopes^ by difpofing of 
me if ever i was again in hi« power, noc 
all my vows of everlaftiog love and fide- 
Jity to him, ijor promifcs of the m'oft ob- 

itinate 
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ftinate rcfifftancc to cVcry cxhcr propofal^ 
«>uld avail. ^^ Tou are gone, you are 
lorn from mc for ever, if once thcfc eyes 
lofe fight of you/' was his impalHoned 
^'pty* 3 thoufand times repeated to all 
*ny arrgumems and intreaties.— ** It is the 
crrfis of otir fate, my love, would he cry, 
•s-^yicld, oh yield to it 1 Admitting you 
^4% proof againft trials you cannot guefs 
at liH too late, fiow know you but 1 may 
fee facrificed ? Sir Francis Walfingham 
already repents confentrng to annul the 
<ontra£t between mt and his daoghter: 
fiie is already widowed ; a hint would en- 
gage Lord Leieefter to favor its renewal 
(^for do not his views coincide with that 
project ?) a word from him would deter- 
mine the Queen in its favor ; and a com- 
mand from her, difobcyed, would exile 
Hie for life. Thus^ my iweet Ellen, con-^ 
iinued' this agitaxed lover, you not only 
put your own fate in the hands of a man, 
who will ftcvcr confcnt to unite it with 
mine, but even ihould you have refolu- 
lian to rcfift his will, you deliver up to it 
a wretch you fay you dearly love, and who 
O z certainly 
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certainly loves you to madncfs.** . Bithrng 
the hands he grafpcd, with precious drops 
of tendcrncfs and anguifti, he held ihcm 
alternately to his lips and heart.— What 

was my diftr^ftion at that moment ? 1- 

Inexorably to refufo was the hard due/ 
impofcd by iry reafon^ while my fbql 
even melted with fondncfs. But thi: 
fear that I (hould entail misfoi tune on ch^e 
dear choice of my heart i obfcurc at oncjc 
the brilliant fortune which feemed 03 
fpread before his youthful ftepsj and track 
them perhaps with blood j a juft rerpctn- 
brance of the fevere cenfure I had pafied 
on your condu^t^ under circumftances not 
)cf$ trying, and a convidlion that fach a 
compliance would infallibly endanger 
your fafcty, made me rcfolvc to a£k up to 
my fcnfe of rcdlitude, at whatever price. 
I colledted thefe reafons, and many more. 
which have now efcaped my mind, to pre- 
pare Eflfex for a difappointment, 1 was lur^ 
he would feel but too fenfibly ; and ftrovie 
to reconcile him i6 the rcfufal, by conr 
vincihg him that his own welfare was the 
chief caufe of it. Perhaps, in truths ic 
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was ; for hardlf can the fun tinge the de>xr- 
ch-ojps with more various hues, than the 
foul will caft upon its feelings. I a thou- 
ftnd times aflurcd him, ** that to be the 
folc objeft of his heart, did not give me 
liiore pleafure, than to fee him the admi* 
rkiion of the kingdojn. The happy pro- 
roife of bis youth, I added, had centred 
every eye, and every hope in him. What 
then would be my grief and difappoint- 
incnt, if the coming years which ought 
to crown him with glory, were* to bury 
him in obfcurity, or fteep him in forrow 
-—that nature had formed me with ii 
ftrength of mind to view every fituation 
\fi its true light ^ nor could I comprife all 
human pafTions in love, though I thought 
ii, perhaps, the leading one. Fill up the 
irticrval of our feparation, my Lord, cried 
1; with a long fucceflion of fuch heroic 
aflions, as may give to our union, when- 
ever' Heairen ptrrmits it, the only happi- 
nefs riot comprifcd in itfclf— the facreJ 
Unk of having dcfrrvcd it. The milder 
virtues of my tx (hall not be want- 
ing •, lime, patience, and fortitude, often 
O 3 conqu^ 
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conquer fate hcrfclf j nor wiU I ever. 
yield to Lord Lcicefter an obedience I 
do not o^c him, though for my filler's 
fake I fhali condefcend to temporize, in 
inftanccs of lefs importance. Plighted 
to you by every tie, the rites of the 
church could only ratify a claim, which 
will from this mpment make my accep* 
tance of another, an adultery of the word 
kind» Haften back then, my dear Eflcx ^ 
conceal, if poITible, that you have been 
abfent, and beware how you expofe to 
the eyes of Lord Leiceftcr a fufpicion of 
his honor, he would never, perhaps^ par- 
don.'* I broke from his arms, ftrcngth- 
ened, furely by fome fupernatural aidi 
— " Yet (lay, my beloved, my worfhip- 
ped Ellinor— Oh yet be perfuadcd— yea 
leave me for ever— ihefe aching eyes fee 
you for the laft time— never, oh never, 
Ihall I now call you mine."— Such were 
the paiHonate exclamations which vibrat- 
ed on my quickrned fcnfe, as 1 Sew towards 
the boat, and ordered the men to row 
to Lond. n. My full tyrs ftill fought thac 
graceful form, which with folded arms, 

and 
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and a dcjed^d 4ir, hdng over the terrace ^ 
and tny heart diflblved at the accents 
wliich ftill lingered on my ear. Alas, I 
knew not then how far they were piophe* 
lie! 

Such was my conflift, fuch my deter** 
Jtimation, during the bufy hours fraught 
%ith your fate, and mine, my fifter. The ^ 
mind, however, foon recovers all its 
vigor, when it has dared to aft up t» 
ks duties, and I had wiped away my ten- 
der chagrin ere I reached the Court, Ah,, 
let me (horten this part of my recital,. 
R?ft I raflily paufe to qucftioa Heaven,. 
why the moft meritorious aftion of my life 
became the caufc of my ruin ? I reached 
l^ondon, Matilda, two hours after you and 
Lord Leicefter quitted icv and fearful oi 
the appearance my long abfcnce might 
have even in your eyes, did you know 
how the time had been fpenr, I rtCilved 
to tell you that I had pafled the day at 
Lady Pembroke's bedfide ^ and to avoid 
the enquiry of indifferent perfons, dole at 
the clofc of the evening through the back 
courts : thus fatally eluding the watchful 
O 4 case 
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care of Lady Arundell, who had planted 
afliduous friends in every other avenue 
to the palace, ready to intercept me 
when returning, after (he had caufcd 
London to be explored in vain to find 
tne. 

Ah, gracious Heaven, what were my 
emotions when entering our apartment^ 
I faw the Queen'^s women and officers in 
poflcflion of it 1 The diforder of our cabi- 
nets and chcfts — every thing indicated a 
dangerous difcovery^a terror, for which 
there is no naoie, came over me. A joy- 
fal exclamation on the part of thofe into 
whofe baads I had fallen, and a difpatch 
to the^^^ten, gave me reafon to fear alike 
for my Matilda. To the enquiries I 
made, no other anfwer was given, than 
that they were employed to guard, and 
not inform me; and an ofBcer of the 
' Quecn*s immediately appeared to condud 
me to her prcfcnce. Unable to com* 
mand a fmgle moment of folitude and 
filence to regulate my thoughts or ac- 
tions, the pall, the prefcnr, and the fu« 
twc, prcfcntrd only one wild chafls to 
... my 
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ihy cnind, which hardly the breath of 
Heaven feemcd able to bring into order. 
Pale, horror-ltruck, and fpeechlcfs, I was 
d^^gg^d lil^<^ ^ criminal into the clofet of 
the Queen} whofe burning cheeks and 
enraged eyes, told me in one killing look 
all I had to dread. My conductors were 
ordered to retire, and Lord Burleigh, 
with the oid Lady Latimer, were the 
only fpe<ftators of this dreadful inter* 
view. Scarce could my trembling limbs 
fupport me, or my funk foul utter a fin- 
glc word. Death — death in the moft 
terrible form glared upon me — What do 
1 fay, death? Oh, that I had feared no 
other evil ! — Grief, infult, obloquy^ all 
that can add horrors to the grave, pro- 
mifed to forerun it.— — The packet of 
letters, the teftimonials of my births 
whatever was wanting to confirm the 
doubts of Elizabeth, or redouble her 
rage, were all to be found about me.—* 
Matilda, Effcx — thofe forms fo dear, 
gliftered before my tearful eyes •, and I 
Icemed in this perilous moment to drag 

down 



%0% THE RECESS, &c, 

dovtrn to the earth every human being! 
loved and valued* 

Elizabeth gave way to that coarfc viru- 
knce which marks her manners. Is there 
a vindictive or opprobrious epithet (he did 
notexhauft? Lord Eurleigb* apprehend** 
ing that this ungoverned paSion would 
rather give than gain information, folictced 
her permilfion to examine me, which ibe 
fulleniy granted^ Tp ail bis artful and in« 
Adious enquiries I replied with truth, 
veiling only fuch particulars of your life 
^nd my own, as malice might conftrue iiv- 
to a crimen always referring myfclf to 
Lord Leicefter, in whofe bofom the fecrec 
of our fate was, as the Queen well knew» 
depofitcd* " Ah, ah J then, traitrcfs, cried 
Elizabeth, no longer able to contain her 
rage, her very eyes flafhing fire, fo thoi* 
wouldcft artfully feign ignorance of thy 
dctefted fitter's marriage with that vil- 
lain thou gloflift over fo rarely % that in- 
formatign, I thank him, he has thought 
proper to give me under his own hand» 
(poincing to a pap^r lying on the table 
f]^ar ber) take that truth from mr, and 

now 
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now unfqld the rt&^ or torture^ (hall 

wrin^ it from thcc.*' 

. She conuaued (o fpeak, but I had 

ceafcd to hear-r^— ^breachlefs, mut€, aT- 

topnded, my fc^et feemcd to take root on 

the fpQC where I Hood, gnd my tears alone 

proved that I was not marble.-^Lord Lei» 

ccftrr's piarriage acknowledged— >authefi^ 

ticatedat fuch a junfturc~and by himfelf 

too«— Heiivenss what ^ chaos did this news 

n>ake in nay mindl— ^ — *• Speak, Jctt-t 

bel I (exclaimed the exafperated Queen^ 

in a tone almoft as inarticulate through 

p^Qlon as mine was through fear) thou 

art ftiU in my power—thoqgh the perfi-» 

dious villain I had raifed from the duft, 

and loaded with benefits, t()ough he, I fay» 

and his minion, have efcaped my ven-t 

geance, thou arc yet within my reach— 

tremble left thou (bouldft anfwer, fliouldft 

fufFcr for all." 

Alas, her utmoft rage cou^d hardly 
have added a pang to thofc which at thaf 
mpm^^nt overAhelmcd me. Another kiU 
ling truth had unwarily cfcaped her—* 
Lord Lciceftcr himfelf then thought there 

was 
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was no fafety but in flighc^He was gorte, 
and my lifter^ ic was plain, bad accom- 
paRied him— both had furrendered me 
up a hopelefs, hclplefs viftim, however 
unoffending — even tears, as well as hn-^ 
guage, now failed me, and my brain Ihot 
through with fire. Oh, Effex, in this mo- 
ment I yet remembered thee. Thy la(b 
words yet rung in my ears, and my foul 
ftruggled with the deep regret I felt for 
having fcorned thy project, through a 
vain, vain generofity. Elizabeth finding 
threats and interrogations alike loft on a 
girl whofc abfent fcnfcs fecmed to have 
wholly retired into her heart, now gave 
way to one of her violent tranfjjons 5 (he 
threw a large book of devotion which 
lay by her on the table, with fo good an 
aim, that it ftruck me on the temple, and 
I funk fenfclefsto the earth. The atten- 
dants were all called in, and my laces 
cut, as if I had fainted, the Qjcen not 
chufingto avow a rcfcntmtnt ij grofsly 
exprcflcd. A ribbon from whence hung 
the dearer part of my exiftencc, thofc 
tcftimonials of my birth, which were 
* ' one 
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one day to fix my rank in life, attrafted 
the eye of Elizabeth. The ready atten* 
dancs difcngaged and prefented them 19 
her hand, together with the packet con^ 
tainiog my correfpondence with Eflex* 
I was infenfibly reviving when flie perufed 
the fir ft, but furely that moment half 
avenged roe,— —Never did mind or 
body undergo a greater revolution-~ragc 
evaporated at- once — furprize, griff, con- 
fu&on, (ilence fucceeded ; with a face pale 
as my own, trembling hands, and failing 
eyes, over and over again did fhe exa- 
mine the inconteftable proofs of fo fur*^ 
prizing an event : then wildly glancing 
over my features, ihe tore the papers into 
atoms, (he never thought fmall enough. < 
During this interval 1 had fo far rcico* 
vered myfelf as to be capable of fpeak- 
ing; but fcarce bad I uttered a found, 
ere (he ftarted in her turn, afraid to 
hear, •' take her away on your lives, cried 
(h?, in a broken and inward voice; con* 
vey her into my little clofct, nor Jet one 
foul fee or fpeak to her, as you. value my 
favor," The /crvilc flavcs of her will 

ex- 
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executed this order mth the utm^ft ati^ 
crity % zttA thxi room vras guarded by twe 
f>fficers, who took ftotn me erery meamt 
eftXcspeot (kath. Ahs! I thought itot 
irf cithcf. Yfetdmg to the defolating 
flood, which had io one hour encompiffcd 
iM>.i braved the fmure.— ^Betrayed, dc-- 
iivcred up by Lord LeixrefteV,— neglefterf, 
forgotten by my fifter--the pair for whor* 
alonfe I feemed hitherto to have lived ? 
bad fate another blow in ftore ? Yet cTcn 
if fo, it.maft fport with human mifirry to 
level it at rfie, when thofe already giveft 
were mortal. A (km and fallen deffHiir 
fuccecded the keen viciffuude df envoti- 
ons which had marked the lad hour of 
my life ; I confidered myfelf as the de- 
voted of Heaven and man, and refdved 
to Oppofe a heart rendered callous by in* 
jury, to c\^ery future ftroke of fortune. 

Elizabeth forgot not her ufual policy 
even while overwhelmed with furprizej the 
room in which (he bad ordered me to be 
confined, had another door, which led to 
private palTages through the palace, and 
from thU cmranoe a guaid appfoacJied 

at 
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it midoighc, and iafbnccd me it vs Ac 
pleifure of the Qoeeo ifcjt I Ibouid fol« 
loiNf them. I obcfcd io fikocc;, aixl get* 
ting into a litter I foaod at the garden 
gate, enqaired not even my deftioaiioo. 
I trailed almoft without reftiog for t«o 
days and a n«ght ; caic having boro take:! 
CO provide rdajs, which were evcff where 
I'eady. During the firft dij^$ joumej, t 
goard attended^ bat al! profpcft of my 
being rcleafcd by human afliftaoce then 
ceafing, I found oiylclf delivered intD the 
charge of Lord Burleigh and his lervanu. 
My deep perturbations began now to fub- 
fide,' and my foul inclined to its wonted 
habits: though to have been betrayed 
by Lord Leicefter and my lifter, was a 
recolieftion my wounded feelings had not 
yet courage enough to cope with. Alas^ 
how (hould they ? When the paflions are 
permitted to decide our condud, how- 
'Cver heroic it proves, we claim not thofe 
l*ecums reafon tells us are due to every 
jDftance of virtue, which had no other in- 
centive than reafon. Ah, Eifex! dear 
prophetic Effcx ! fighed my heart at fome 

mo- 
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moments, why, why, did I ineseorablf^ 
rejedfc thy generous propofal? that un- 
grateful fifter to wbofe fafecy I facrificed 
the fweeteft hopes of my life, manacles 
thy devoted love; and flies far away to 
take (belter in that country I dared not 
feck even under thy protcftion. 

At the turn of the night, a dreadful 
dorm of thunder, lightning, wind, and 
rain, broke over us ; and the terrors na- 
tural to my fex on fuch occafions, were 
doubled on that finding the whole party 
were fct on by banditti. A moment before, 
and I fhould have affirmed I had nothing to 
dread, yet fo lively was my new fear, that 
even the vengeance of Elizabeth became 
a trifle in the comparifon. The fcrvants 
of Lord Burleigh made a defpcrate but 
vain rcGftance -, and the whole were at 
length led away by the ruffians into a 
wood adjoining : where all, no doubr, 
like me, expedcrd to be murdered. The, 
ftorm now began to abate, and the moon 
fom-jtimes forced its way through the 
volumes of black clouds which yet hu^g 
over it. My quickened fcnfts caught 

' its 
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its tranfient gleams to examine if any ha- 
bUacion, or other hope of refcue was in 
view^ In vain I drained my fighc. The ^ 
wood involved us entirely, and every fee- 
ble hope died away, when my eyes fud- 
denly refted on— ah, gracious Heaven !-p- 
our own Rcccfs.— Yes, the well-known en- 
trance of the tomb prcfented itfelf, and a 
thoufand vague ideas of fafety and dan- 
ger mingling in n*y mind, as the robbers 
approached the litter to take me out, I 
fcreamed and fwooned away. 

Alas, my fiftcr, call to mind your own 

feelings, and guefs at mine when I once 

more opened my eyes in the great roooi 

of our Recefs—ihat room once hallowed 

vvith the prayers of father Anthony, aad 

the prefence of Mrs. Marlow^that room 

where once the portraits of our parents 

fmiled peace and fecuricy on their now 

defolate offspring— how hid<:ous was the 

change !~its bare walls, now grimed with 

a thoufand uncouth and frightful images, 

prefcnied only a faint pifture of the pre- 

lent poffcflbrs, en whofe hardened faces 

1 dared not fix my fearful eyes. 

Vol. II. P Co- 
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Confidering me but as accidental ploii- 
dcr, tbey were wholly cngroffed by tte 
old Lord Borlcigh ; in whom ibme im- 
portant view fcemcd to centrr. t Ibrvnk 
from the CCTrible fccne, and called upon the 
awful (hades of tbofe tMft dear to iiie» 
to appal, in turn, the defperatc wrttchcs 
who made the cimr-ftruck walls reibtsnd 
with threats and execrations. My flioclc- 
cd eyes fought the ground as a relief 
and fixed upon a . WcIUknown obgeft.-— 
It was the ring of Mrs, Marlow's, with 
which father Anthdny wedded you to 
Lord Leiccfter, and well I remembered 
that ring was on your hand when laft we 
parted. I ftooped impatiently for it— 
my fenfcs more -fully recognized its let- 
ting.— The dreadful truth flafccd upon 
my mind. *' Alas ! my lifter and Lord 
Leiccilcr are alike cnfnared, groaned I 
forth, without any confideration — well I 
know they muft be here — Oh, in what 
dungeon have you hid them ?** •* Your 
fifter, fair lady, returned one of the vil- 
lains, with an odious grin; comradeSy 
our Captain will thank us for this prize, 

this 
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thift muft bt (he he talked fo much about 
i«^hen the other travellers threw thenv 
fclves into our hands.— Make yourfelf 
^^fy, miftfcfs, your fiftcr is locked up as 
fafe as cords can keep her." 

All the anguifli I had before felt be- 
came nothing at this moment. " My 
filler in this dungeon ? cried I j oh, born 
to fuflfer with me, dear Matilda! how will 
that fofc frame, always unequal to the 
trials of life, and now entirely debilitated, 
fapport thefe horrors i Alas, Sirs, if there 
IS yet in your hearts one touch of human 
pity, condufl me to this tender fuffcref, 
and let her die in my arms/* •• All in 
good time, young woman," replied ano- 
ther, with an air fo furly, as awed even 
my convulfed foul to filence, 
• Lord Burleigh ftill was their great Cb- 
jeft ; threats, and oaihs were exhaufted 
on him : when, to confummate the terrors 
of that moment, the name of Williams 
reached me. That name expounding 
both the paft and future^ wrought my 
fears up to frenzy. I caft my wild eyes 
around in fcarch of any means to die, 
P 2 anU 
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and CDuld in that terrible moment, like 
Portia, have fwallowed fire; when a tu«- 
mult without the room, at once fufpended 
that within it. The found of piftols, the 
precipiute entrance of fuch of the rob- 
bers as were not already round us, fol- 
lowed hj many unknown perfonsj in- 
fiantly convinced me that Heaven had de- 
livered us from our pppreflbrs, by fome 
means lefs (hocking to humanity, than 
thofe defpair had filled my thoughts with. 
A dreadful conteft enfued, but our deli^ 
▼erers prevailing, immediately began to 
unbind Lord Burleigh; who, aimoft mute 
with exceilive furprize, found in them a 
train of his own domeflics from the ad- 
joining Abbey of St. Vincetit, which 
I underflood was now one of his feats. 
Nor was their anriazcmcnt lefs at meeting 
with thtir Lord in this ncwly-difcovcrcd 
den. I comprehended the whole in a mo- 
ment ; and plainly perceived the fcrvants 
of Lord Burleigh mud have come through 
the fubterrancous paflage, ijiat commu^ 
nicatcd with the Abbey ; I recolledlcd that 
it was unknown to Williams, and flattered 

myfclf 
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myfelf that you and Lord Leicefter had 

e/caped through it. Overwhelmed with the 

blefled events comprized in this deliver-* 

ance, I forgot I had any thing ftill to fear % 

and not conlidering Lord Burleigh as my 

keeper, I faw in him only a fellow-fufferer* 

I role with alacrity, and led the way to the 

dungeon which communicated with the 

Abbey % thofe who newly came from thence 

follow ii% me in filent afionifhment, I 

perceived the cords with which you and 

my Lord had been bound, and demanded 

you of the fervants with a joyful impati* 

ence. Lord Burleigh learnt from my in« 

coherent tranfports, a circumftance I had 

refufcd btfore to inform him of: that 

chance had imprifoned us in the very fpot 

Svhere you and I were bred. Wholly taken 

up with my own exclamations, and ve* 

gardlefs of the (ilence of my follawers, I 

iiailed the entrance of the Abbey «^^ fo long 

our happy afylum. Ahy Heavens, how 

crdclly were thcfe lively emotions repelled 

and extinguilhed, when by the command 

*of Lord Burleigh, his fervants once more 

fcized me as a prilbner,. and attempted to 

P 3 Ic' 
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lead me towards a remote apaitment^— ^ 
With a hearc humbled and broken by b 
many fuccefiive frights and affiidiooSy I 
funk at his feet, not difdainiog the moft 
fpbmiflive attitude, and only folicitid to 
lee you. I reminded him of the dangers 
he* and I had fhared together, and con^ 
jured him to remember you alone could 
have opened the paflage which led us all 
to freedom,— unlcfe he bafely refolvcd to 
become to me a murderer, as dreadful as 
thofe from wfak)m we had juft efcaped.-p« 
Inexx>rably cold he replied, ^ that my ua« 
guarded acknowledgments only gave him 
fironger reafon to imagine much was yet 
concealed I and that whenever I would 
refolve to be wholly fincere, I fkouid not 
want his intereft with his royal mrftrefs.*' 
Breaking from thofe trembling hands^ 
ivbich every moment more enfeebled, he 
ordered his fcrvants to bear me into the 
graced room at the end of the eaftera 
cloifter. You cannot but remember the 
dijfmal place. Half funk in ruin, over* 
hung with ivy, and trees of growth aU* 
•moft immemorial, it appeared the very 

cell 
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^ell of meUachoIy. Alas, her pale repre* 
fcntative cook pQlTellion of it in myfelf^ 
The auiffy bars do foofier gave alTurancq 
that I was icnprifoned, than my coflduA*. 
ors tmpasicotly flew to rejoin the reft, and 
learn the pews of the family. To me thac, 
fmall relief was barbarroufly denied^ Sa 
near thecaufe and partaker of my forFOws> 
they were deftincd to flow in folitiide; 
nor could imagination decids whether 
you were yet eothralled, or had again 
cfcaped. How terrible are the vague 
fufpicions of an tmpaflloned ipind, when 
deprived j^f every m^a^s of certitude ! 
The pale gleams of the mpon fccrped; 
every moment to people the dungeon they 

glanced through my pulfe beat with 

^doubled ftrength and quickncfs— the 
whole cloifter rcfoundcd the long night 
with diflant feet, but they came not to 
me— fearfully 1 often ftarted when finking 
imo a lethargy^ rather than Qumber, by 
the echo of fome remote voice, which fan« 
cy continually told me 1 knew, but it aU 
ways died away ere memory could afllgn 
'it an owner ^ and though my fertile brain 
P 4 exhaalled 
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cxbaufted poflibility, the dawning day re- 
alized no other objeds, than thofe dreary 
ones my chamber prefented. The bats 
and owls began to retire to their haunts 
in my neighbourhood^ and the fhort vific 
of the riling fun, only fhewed me the nar- 
row limits of a dark and difmal room.— 
By this time both v^ind and body were 
alike exhaufted^ atid a mid appeared to 
envelop my fenfes, which ftill recall a 
thoufand fleeting forms, by turns fur- 
rounding me, till fatigue threw me into 
a deep fleep. 

It was at length interrupted by a maid 
who brought me break faft/ and a mellagie 
from her Lord, " That if I would inform 
him what was wanting to my comfort 
and accommodation, his orders (hould 
immediately fupply it/* I caft my eyes 
expreflively around, and bid her tell hmi 
in one word, '^ every thing.** The wo- 
man fecmed affcftcd j I fnatched the for- 
tunate moment, and putting my pprfc 
into her hand, afked in return only to 
know the fate of Lord Leiccfter and my 
filler. I learnt, to my inexprtffible ire- 

litf. 
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lef, both had, by fome incomprebcnfible 
means, again efcaped, and that Lord Bur- 
leigh^s generous daughter was confined 
as their abettor. A bafty fummons to the 
maid left me once more alone \ but the 
news (he had communicated, and the idea 
that the amiable Rofe might hereafter be 
^ike ready to relieve my diftrefles, gave 
a new turn to my fpirits, which now ga« 
tliered coiirage to retrace the paft, and look 
into the future. 

'' Although unable to comprehend what 
the urgent motives could be which impels 
led Lord Leicefter and my filler to fo pre- 
cipitate a flight, every thing implied that 
they were dcfpcratc : for that it was fud- 
den and without preparation, their inten- 
tion of taking fhcltcr in the Reccfs ftrong- 
ly indicated j and whenever I rccollefted 
the dangerous fituation of Matilda, I 
Ihared wuh her that compaffion fclf is but 
too apt to engrofs. Was there a fpot of 
St. Vincent's Abbey, however gloomy, 
which did not call to my mind fome in- 
ftance of that integrity, afFedion, and no- 
bility of heart, which diftinguiftied my 
^- ' Matilda? 
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Matilda? and could I remember tbefie^ 
yet doubt that by whatever chance I vas 
cleferced^ your will could have no (hare in 
it ? Believe me, my fitter, the firft prayers 
I addrefifed to Heaven in my prifon were 
fpr your f^fety. 

When time and folitude refiored mt, 
re^fon enough coolly to confider my owa 
Qate, I faw no immediate danger it could 
teem with. Though a vidim to the fears 
of Elizabeth, and the policy of Lord Bur- 
kigh, I had noF y^t learnt to confider them 
^s mere nuirdprers, and if they were not lev 
imprifonment wa$ the only evil I could have 
to appreheocj, nay even that might per* 
haps be (hort, a$ it was undoubtedly both, 
illegal and uojuft. Malice itfclf could 
affix 00 me no ather crime than that of 
being daughter to the Queen of Scots i a 
fatal truth which Elizabeth would gladJy 
forget, %^/.furcly never publifli. Could 
1, .refolve, thenefore, to endure with pa- 
tience the puniihmcnt fo unworthily im^* 
pofed on me, 1 might in time emerge, 
unfullied to didir.dioh* I called upon 
the example of her who ^ave me being, 

10 
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to ft}pport my droopiag fpirits, and Ihould 
perhaps have vied with her in fortitude^ 
lutt thic one cherifbcd grief wound round 
my gchiflg hearty and often irrung forth. 
ics deareft drops. Effex, the moft be« 
lored of mankind; that faithful lover* 
ivhofe ardent prayers, whole generous pro^ 
pofalsy I had obftinately refifted, when 
his irritated mind fcemed daringly to life 
tine veil of futurity, and pierce through 
xhok compUcated dangers which followed 
our parting-^ — -^Aby what ihould guard 
him, when my \o(^ was difcovered, from 
giving way to his injured and exafperated 
atfedion ? If fortune (hould even feparate 
him aod Lord Leiccftt^, how could I be 
certain that Elizabeth herfelf would be fafe 
from his reproaches, and who was ever 
fafe from her vengeance, when once thus 
defperatcly awakened ? The ..prcmaiurc. 
fate of my much-honored father, thfti 
noble Norfolk, returned upon my memo- 
ry—the tower, the difmal tower, fcafFolds» ' 
axes, a bleeding lovf r, and a broken hearty 
daily paffcd in long array before me, and 

peoj>led 
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peopled the folicudc to which I was fo' 
unjuftly condemned. 

The decency with which I was attend«^ 
ed and ferved, proved that both Eliza- 
beth and her Minifter had ftill terms to 
keep with roe; but the fervant who had 
ventured a reply was impeached by thofc 
who waited without the door, and my 
purfe being found upon her, no doubt 
became a fufficient proof of guilt. Cer- 
tainly I faw her no more, and the women 
deputed in her place, were either too 
guarded or too ignorant, to inform me on 
any fub]eQ:, had I left myfelf money to 
try their fidelity* 

I had once been fo accun:omed to feclu-* 
fion, that it would Toon have loft its hor-t 
rors, had my misfortunes refted here: 
rcfolvcd, however, not to augment them 
by vain and fruitlefs repining, I demand- 
ed fuch books as might ftrengihen and 
amufe my mind , thus oppofing the wif- 
dom of ages to the pangs of the momcnr. 
By (haring a part of qiy food with the 
birds which inhabited the over-hapging 
ttccs, I drew round me fome mute 

dflbciaics, 
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aflbctates, who more grateful than the 
vain beings that venture to look down oa 
tbetn, are always attached by benefits. * 
. This lethargic tranquillity was foon in« 
tcirrupted by a vific from Lord Burleigh* 
With the fair language of an experienced 
cpurti^r, he '* commended my refignatioQ 
to an inevitable fate, and admired the wife 
ufe 1 nnade of confinement, in thus apply* 
ing niyfelf . to enrich my underftanding ; 
afiuring me that he had exceeded his or^ 
ders for my accommodation, and by an 
exprefs which arrived over-night from the 
Queen, had it at laft in his power to re- 
Horc that liberty, he had by her com- 
tnand deprived me of.'* My heart leaped 
at fo unhoped an alteration in my fate, 
but be intercepted the tranfport ere ic 
reached my lips, and fcnt it back a ,dead 
weight into my bofom. ** Think not 
therefore, fair lady, faid he, that her 
Majedy's indulgence is unconditional-^ 
She wills, that if eVer you pafs thcfe walls, 
it is as the wife of Lord Arlington/*— 
** They will then be my grave, my Lord, 

returned 
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Returned 1, in bittcrncfir of fpirit; (bam^ 
onpi^r inddlgencCy iiyhuman tyrant !**— 
" ^odcraftc your wrath^ rtfomcd he in 
the fame equal tone, after your bold at- 
tempt to impofe on her by forged tefti- 
montala ^ an impoilible marriage^ and 
fuppoficiotis birth, you ought rather to 
imagine fee treats yon with lenity,"* ■ 
** Fdrged ttjlimonials ? retorted I with 
great acrimoriy, why then did (he fo 
carefully deftroy them ? but Ihe dcftroyed 
them, my Lord, iii -vam— look down 
bleft fpirits of thofe who orice owned this 
noble manGon ! look dovKn thou dear dc« 
parted lifter of the mur^red Norfolk !— 
look down too, revered Mrs, Marlow, 
thou gentle guardian 6f our youth, and 
fay to whom we owe oiijr being ?— but why 
do I call the bleffed from their reward, 
to authenticate thofe rights the malice of 
Elizabeth cannoc aivnihilatc ? Oh, Royal 
Mary, dear unknown mother, how would 
the tender yearnings of thy bofom jtiftify 
the aflcrtions of thy perfecuted daughter, 
did not a cruel tyrant, by a double in- 
juftice, enclofe m fcparaic prifons the 

mother 
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ifeiothcr and the child ?^— bring us but to* 

gcther, and yott (hall find** •• I ann not 

comtniifioned to parley on fo delicate a 

' lubje£(y rq>Iied the crafty Lord Burleigh, 

•^crc you give way to thefe Ttotent tranf- 

ports, remember how fatal they may prove 

^i^ovcT the head of the Queen of Scots, 

the fword has long hung only by a Cngle 

thread— it is now put into your hand-^ 

confider well ere next I fi?e you^ uho^ arid 

^wbai you will b€ •," with thefe tren>endou3 

-words he rofe and left me— left me— ah, 

how? Convulfed, annihilated, a terror 

hitherto unknbwn ftemed to fix every 

feature, and freeze every fcnfe. Oh, thou, 

'^hofe awful will alone could authorize 

this namelefs infliflion, give me ftrength 

to bear it, fighed forth my (hocked fouM 

Can I then defcrvethe title of daughter 

only by renouncing all claim to it ?— M/ 

mother, my gracious royal mother, who 

even when overwhelmed with woes, didft 

take fuch tender care of the little unfor- 

tbnates to whom thou gavcft being; ah, 

were their lives prefcrved but to Ihorten 

thine ? Meditations like thefe almoft fhook 

the 
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.the feat of reafon : and I refolved to co^ 
form CO the mpR: inhuman command of 

. Elizabeth, rather than fuficr the horrible 
fcene his laft implication prefented^ to 
pafs another hour before my bewildered 

. fenfes. 

It was furely at this tremendous crifis 

.10 my life, that my fermented blood, firft 
adopted and cheri(hed thofe exuberances 
of paOion, which ever after warped the 
equality and merit of my charafier ; that 
blood now boiling in my veins, joined 
with a difordered imagination, to call' 
around me a thoufand vifionary incon- 
fiftent forms, to whofe voices my burning 
heart rcfpondcd— now flowly rctrtrating to 
every vital fource, the very powers of be- 
ing Teemed to congeal, and I remained for 
hours a breathing icicle. Whenever thp 

• firft fenfation aduated me, the ftrong dc;- 
firc of fav.ing my mother ftill returned^ 
and in thcfe dire revolutions of condicu- 
tion, four and twenty dreadful hours 
elapfed. 

Lord Burleigh, at the fame time the 
next day, came once more to karn mjr 

final 
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£nal Ycfoluuon. Scarce able to reply, or 
raife my heavy eyes from the ground, in 
* Vfhich they fought, arid faw, only a grav^ 
my whok appearance ftrongly indicated 
how I had paflcd the interval. The defo- 
Jate acquiefccnce my filence befpokc^ c^. 
.cpuraged him to produce a paper. He be- 
-gan -reading it, while ri vetted with a new 
iurprize'J liftencd to the incredible and 
<lifgraceful forgery, as if I had loft every 
.other fenfe than that of ear. It was called!, 
«as I think, ** the voluntary confeffion qf 
.Hllinor, on behalf of hcrfclf a4id lifter Ma*. 
tilda; and fet forth, that foon after Mary 
.-Queen of Scots fought (heltcr in EnglancU 
(under the protciftion of her fitter liliza- 
beth> for divers politic and ambitious rca- 
fonF, (as firft, in cafe her only fon fliould 
•die, and feave her without iffae, on which 
,to fupporther claim to Great Britain, as 
'wdl as to the kingdom (be had lately aban- 
doned ; next to attach to her intercft the 
difloyal perfons into whofe charge (he was 
given) fbc refolved to pretend to have made 
a marriage with Thomas Howard, Duke 
of Norfolk; and by the aid and confcdc- 
. Vol. II. jQ^ racv 
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Mcy of his fiftcr, theLadjrScroope, (whoft 
*Lord was her keeper, together jwidi that 
of divers Scottifti fervants, as well as of 
^De Gertrude Marlow (the baftard lifter of 
•Lord Scroope) the fa id Queen of ScoK 
<lid feign a pregnajicy, and in proccfs of 
time a delivery of two daughters, who 
were, with the affiftaace of the faid con- 
federates, brought up m fecrcfy by the 
iaid Gertrude Marlow, till fuch time as 
Mary (hould judge fit to produce them; 
and that fundry teftimonials were inv-cnt- 
ed, drawn and witnefled by faid parties^ 
'tending to legitimate faid furreptitious 
'Offspring at the pleafure of the Queen of 
"Stots, by the names of Matilda and Elii« 
«or. The laid EUinor undcrftanding, ia 
procefe of time^ the above plaufible col- 
•lufion, and forely repenting the offenoe 
againft Elieabeth, Queen of Englandi 
her lawful Lady and Sovereign, doth on 
iehalf of herfetf and fifter Matilda, freely 
acknowledge, and folemnly affirm, that 
they do not believe themfelves born of 
the faid Mary Q^^tn of Scots, but have 
rcafon to know their parents of a low dc- 

grcct 
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gree, who for the lucre of gain, refigQ- 
ed them for eveo to be done with as the 
faiid Queen of Scots, and her confeder* 
M£Sy thou^t beft. This declaration is 
0)ade aftd figged on the fpot where Ellinor 
owns herfelf and (ifter were thus fecredy 
brought up, to wir, the Abbey of §r, 
Vincent, the feat of the late Lord 
Scroope, in the preii?ncc of, &c." Hav- 
ing concluded this notable niemorial pf 
villainy, he fummoned Several domeXli^s^ 
and put a p^n in^o qiy hand. My un« 
fubjdued, indignant foul, fpuroed at tjid, 
idea of villifying both myfelf and mother, 
even to favc her life, I would have fpol^e, 
but ere grief and rage could be converted 
into language, he transfixed me with- a 
)o0k ; and holding before my eyes an or- 
der for the execution of the Queen of 
Scots, figned, dated, authentic, coqi* 
pkte in every. form, my fliuddering na- 
ture could not endure the conBidt. I 
raftily fcrawled my name, and fnatching 
that tremendous mandate he yet held be- 
fore me, tore it into a thoufand atoms, 
and funk upon the ground in the molt 
Q^ 2 vio- 
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violent convulfions. They were fo rapM 
and dreadful, that to have left me alorie 
had been little elfe than murder. His do* 
medics attended me Aviih a humanity uh- 
Icnown to their Lord; and thefe fits iic 
laft gave place to a frenzy fever. Alak, 
during its raging paroxyfms, I doubtlefs 
continually confuted the infamous tale I 
* had witnriTed j for every affcfting r^mem* 
brancc preflcd upon my confufed ah^ 
'weakened mind* — r-My mother, my fiftcfr^ 
and my lov^, by turns bled before niy 
eyes ; and death prefchted himfclf in every 
form dear to me, while I vainly invoked 
him to take my own. ** 

ExhauAed nature feemed to reft on the 
very verge of the grave—Ah, had I then 
funk into it, how many pangs had I been 
fparedl— t^e care of my attendants ac 
length fo far rccpvered me, as to enable 
me to quit my bed* when pronouncing me 
well, they 46ft me to my own meditations 
•^a hideous train, my fifter^to add lo 
their bitternefs, fancy had now thrown a 
. new colour on my fate—how if this infa* 
mous forgery had been eactortcd from roe, 

only 
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Only to ftigmatizc my fiftcr and myfclf ? 
V— A ftill more aggravating idea fprung 
from that— What (hould prevent Eliza; 
beth from prefenting to the eyes of the un- 
fortunate Queen of Scots a defamatory 
declaration^ which muft give her a dab no 
le(s mortal than the blow it faved her 
from J though .perhaps more (low ? how 
indeed^ if fo^ could I hope fhe would 
ever forget or forgive an inftance of de- 
pravity, apparently as unaccountable as it 
was ihocking ? finally, (oh grief yet more 
jpungent) might not the Queen take plea* 
fure in wringing the haughty foul of ^U 
fcx, by (hewing him the unhappy objedt 
of bis dcarc(t afleftions for ever flngma* 
tized hyher own hand ?—— This painful 
adcmblage of ideas and objefis, was too 
much for my hurt brain— I groaned, I 
fliriekcd, 1 relapfcd, and very nearly ob- 
tained the relief I fo much longed fop. 

Impelled thus by tyranny down* the 
precipice of fate, my (wife coui'(e fccfntd 
ready to bury me \n the jgulph it over- 
hangs, when another projedtiog point in- 
t€rpofcd, and fudJcnly (lopped me— I 
0^3 re. 
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retolleded that inf thus refigning myfelf 
to the ftroke* I rendered the laft fatal 
blot tny own hand had fixed on my cha- 
rafter indelible; wh'ile if I lived I had 
yet a chance of juftifyin'g my intention; 
in an aft' which riffeftcd alike on mylelf 
and all dear to^ me. By a weaknels fo^ 
which I cannot account^ I Tuddehiy be- 
came more' willing to firpport all the 
evils of a life thus prolonged, than the 
idea of an unknown end^ and an unho* 
AQred grave. 

My conKitution, dcftined to ftruggte 
with flill greater calamities, funk not 
wholly under the impreflion of thefe; but 
the period of recovery was marked by a 
gloom and dejeftion I can never forget. 
Silence Was now no Icfs my habit than 
inclination, and I often fancied myfelf 
incapable of fpeaking. Lord Burleigh, 
by a fecond vifit, called together every 
enfeebled power remaining. Regarding 
my altered countenance with an air of m^ 
fidious pity, he lamented the painful duty 
impof^rd on him by the Queen. Eftrang- 
cd /rom* fympathy fo long, that the Icaft 

mark 
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mark of it afie&ed me; I funk into lan^ 
guor and tears. ** Unhappy- yoohg aea«^ 
tore^ rtfolneU be^ deftihed every way ta* 
condeainyQarieify hear a^n.am commif^ 
fioned no#' to* fay^ and finally decide yoor 
CHMfii fiite.^ I n^d hardly itifbrm ytm that^ 
on D^hatever clajms yoor c<odn^k)il^ wiclii 
tfee-QjfefenoP&tots is fbUikkdi a due rei-^ 
gaird fof herfelfi and the peace of the kihg^- 
doni <tf Englahd, will ntoe allow mjr roy ik^ 
rtirftrefi td> ehlafgt oife w^toffe Wgh fpirrt^ 
and diftirigorihed" undcrftandlng niuff ibf 
^efetly aff* wliiatcVer cawfe (he- ii a p^ty 
ih. tfut' whferi the* attachirient* between^ 
yoo ahd thfr* Earl of Effcfrf^ ii c?6nfidtrtd^ 
fwhofe attibition^ and daring temper' faffi^ 
dently a^arm the prudent part oF th* 
Qucen*s coilnftllers; unaffifted as he yet 
is by any imaginary rights) it is obvious, 
that one wiy alone can you hope for frec-*^ 
dom." At the dear natne. of Efle^r, to^ 
w^iich my ear had btcn fo long eftranged^ 
^vcty cmotibn that had gathered* flowly 
into my heart, fpread in wild perturba* 
tion through my frame, I faintly, re* 
pcatcd it, but Lord Burleigh motioned 
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me CO filence> and I confined to contemp^^ 
tvu>us glaoces my opinioa of the re- 
mainder of bis ipeech.-*-'^ I (hall not 
conceal from you, continued he^ that EfXex. 
has had influence eitougb over the Queea 
to make her for a while Aipprefs her lca« 
timents on this error in his condufb. 
Perhaps (^e would have trufted to time 
for othcrwiCe matching you^ but that thi& 
hot beaded,, rafh young man"~I groaned 
in impatient Qlence— be caft on me aa 
attentive eye and purfued his fubjeft.— -^ 
y^ After finding it vain to hope he Ihould 
clifcovcr your afylum, (foe which I muft 
cell you be fpafcd neither threats^ intrea« 
tie$>. money, or afilduity) he completely^ 
irritated Elizabeth by uniting himfelf ia 
a pbt to releafe the Queen of Scots% 
Providentially for my royal miftrefs ic 
tranfpired in time, and the traitors are 
taken. The chief obj^eft of her indigna* 
tion muft of courfe be him (he fo greatly 
favored^ Convinced that you are the only: 
caufe of his rebellious pradices, nothing 
jbuc your making another choice can fiive 
jbim from expiating ihemon the block. A 

fond 
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fdnd weaknefa readers Elizabeth ftUl anxN • 
ous to preferve him. For my own part I 
confefs, the fafeft remedy I fbaH always 
think the beft/'— •* Ah, let him live, 
groanet) J, adopting at once the train of . 
ideas the crafty Burleigh fo artfully ar- 
ranged, though not for me ! Even Elizabeth 
is merciful, and ihail I then condemn him^. 
Rob the world of an unequalled ornament,, 
only becaufe I am not permitted to poflfcfs 
it ?-^l will no more haunt her (lumbers-i,. 
I will no more gild his— of what confe<« 
quence is the name I am called by during: 
the few days I linger in this miferable. 
world ? Inform me, my Lord, but how I 
can fave him/*—** The fame reafons that 
qoncur in obliging the Queen to fcparate 
you and EiTeXi faid the infidious Burleigh^: 
will equally prevent her from matching, 
you with any man gifted with his afpiring 
qualities : yet as it is not her wi(h wholly 
to debafc you, Lord Arlington was to 
me the mcflfcnger of her will;" (I fhud-. 
dcred at the fatal name) " the bounded 
capacity he poffcflcs is one motive for her 
<;bufing him, as it enfurcs her own fafety ^ 

and 
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and his titles arid fortboes another^ as 
thofe arcdiftioftions'fhe isnot wfliiDg ta 
deprive you of. You marry him, or be 
retorhs direAlyv and h\t retui-n is the fig<* 
Dal for the dctcution of Lord Effex.** 

. Yet' wteak s^d unrecbveredi; my mind 
vrimced fii-mneii to eoter into all the rea« 
fons wh'tch* fliould regulate^ my cdnduft; 
Alas^ I faw nO moreof my own fate^ than 
Wis' infepaj'ably^ incerwovenf with that^ of 
my loVcr*' Urged by the generoosi ex- 
ctffcs of w^Mthr ' V IcricHf' his heart capabl*> 
he^has' fW my ftkfe thcfh chdahgefed his 
hoffotir, liberty, and life. Perhaps that 
d^rtger is exfeggerated,thihtcd prudence- 
bat oh, if not—if aftuaced by ftar and 
rage, Elizabeth ftiould condemn him to 
the blo^k, a^ (he already had my father, 
for no greater crime — my wounded fool 
ftifunk from the bare idea— loiig faintings 
a^d delirium followed— fancy realized 
evfery image fraud had prcfcnted v I fecm- 
ed to behold every moment the chofen of 
my heart tried, fcntenccd, executed 5 I 
drenched thfe maimed^ yet beauiebus form 
my fool^foi' ever woffliipped in my. tears, 

and 
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aftd'^hafdlf could be perfuaded, dtiriog 
my lucid intcfVali, that'fiiRx yet lived, 
^d that' his fate' dill depended ofi mf 
dttcrrtiinitioft. 

liord Barlir?gb, fkithfiil tb the ungf- 

riif&us'truft repdfed in bhri, and weary of 

thfc tiSk of confining^ m^, took a willing 

advantage of the weakened ftate of mf 

incelfeds, to wring from me a cohfipli- 

axure wUh the wtfti of Elizabeth. I wa^ 

novs^ reldafed fron> my prifon> and the 

Chi(ylain and family bdng aflembled^ 

Lord' Arlington was introduced^ the con-» 

tra£ts ffgned) and a tearful nnidnighe^mar* 

riage abruptly fdlemnizedi during which 

my abftraSed mind purfued a thoufand 

diftanc ideas. 



Wedded— lofl— annihilated— the woful 
tniflrcfs of a magnificent folitudr, where 
my-inward eycs traced forever the revered 
fteps of ihofe who were no longer to be 
found on earth, one only confolation could 
my cxhauftcd heart fupply. ** I die, that 



«3& THE RECESS^ kc. 
Efiex may live-^I figh, that he may 
breathe freely."— But oh ! what fighs were 
mine 1 they feemed to tindure with black* 
nefs and melancholy the very air that re* 
Ceived them. LoVd Arlington wanted 
j^ndgment alike to fubdue the deep regrets 
of filent fufFerance, or to yield to theou 
My mind could never bold any correfpon- 
dence with his ; and by this means alone 
Fas I ignorant, for a time, of a calamity^ 
i¥hicb, when known, totally overwhelmed 
(ne:— Alas, my filler, by a refinement in 
barbarity, our fainted mother was led to 
execution, almoft at the very moment that 
I was defaming you and myfelf to fave her» 
This climax of grief and misfortune was 
too mighty for my reafon— I had pai&d 
from fear to fear, from forrow to forrow, 
in fuch rapid ^ucceflion, that there were 
only intervals enough of time to render 
cat:h more poignant. In one fhort month 
to behold myfelf deceived, defamed, and 
facrificed! how could I avoid blending 
the bitter tears of fclf-love ifjrith thofe of 
lilial duty and affe&ion. The idea of 
tflcx remained engrained on my heart, and 

doubled 
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doubled tvery. agonizing fenfacion. Lord 
ArUflgton, however, returned to Courc» 
which gave me the little relief of folitude.* 
Severed thus at once from every tie both 
^f nature and of choice, dead while yec 
breathing, the deep melancholy which bad 
ieized upon my brain foon tinflured my 
whole mafs of blood— my intcllcdka 
ftrangely blackened and confufcd, fre* 
<^ently realized fcenes and objefts that 
-never exifted, annihilating many which 
daily pafled before jny eyes. 1 fometimes 
obferved the ftrong furprize of my atten- 
dants when I fpoke of thefe vifions, bat 
much oftener 1 remained lethargic and 
-infcnfible. There were moments whenl 
ftarted as from a deep fleep, (and oh, how 
deep a fleep is that of the foul !— turned 
. my dubious eyes around with vague re-» 
{nembrance— .touched my hand, to be 
convinced that I yet. exifled— trembled ac 
the found of my own voice, or raifing my 
uncertain eye toward the bide vault of 
• Heaven, found in the alUchearing fun a 
ftrangcr,— Alas, my fifter, look no more 
in this fad recital for the equal- minded 

t9 ' 
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rational being you once fa w me; fenfi^ 
tions coo acute for either endurance or 
cxpreflion^from this: fatal period blotted 
every noble faculty, often fubftituting 
impulfe for judgnient. Always fenfible of 
my wandering the moment it was paft« 
-fiiame continually fuccecded, and united 
every mifery of madncfs and reafon. 

Spring reviving, all nature extends its 
genial influence even to the withered 
.heart. My intervals became more calm 
and frequent. I g3tbered ftrength to 
walk into the garden-^there I flowly 
retraced to myfclf the fatal whole, and 
began to find, or fancy it more fupport- 
able. That 1 had been a dupe to Eli- 
beth and her Minifter, was too obvi- 
ous ; but I was willing to acquit the 
iveak man, perhaps fufiiciently puniflied 
in a wife like me, of having been a con* 
federate in their plots. I had long been 
the obje£l of his choice, and it is a com* 
mon error among his fex to be carelcfs 
of the means by which their views 
fucceed, provided they atuin them. 
But my feeble efforts toward recovery 

requiring 
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nquirmg every iadulgence, I wrote 
to Lord Arlington, aiTuring him, ^* I 
«iwottld make the beft uk of my re« 
turning rcafoji, in forming my heart to 
fbe future I pcrlbrmance of thofe painful 
duties, a combination of fatal *drcum« 
ilancesihad impofed on it; but that the 
taik was too difficult not to claim esrery 
allowance on his part; and concluded 
.with hoping, folitude would enable me 
one day to oseet him with feelings Icfs 
embittered/* ^ 

With my intelkftual powers too re- 
turned my affcdlions. The myftcry of your 
fate, my fitter, and that of Lord Leicefter, 
racked my weary imagination in vain. I 
cncbfed in the letter to Lord Arlington 
a billet to Lady Pembroke. It contain- 
'Cd only an enquiry for you. 

When thcfe letters were difpatchcd, I 
bent my every thought to fulfilling the 
promife made in the firft. A thoufand 
times on my knees I befought the Al- 
mighty to confirm thofe upright fenti- 
ments he alone could infpire : I ftrove to 
obliterate every remembrance of the hu- 

"^^ man 
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man means by which his wiH was c&cSt'^ 
ed, and confidcmg i( only in the light of 
Jfis m\], tried meekly to fubmic to it. 
^Ala^, the anfwer of Lady Pembroke (hook 

<vcry juft determination aftoniflimcot, 

^terror, and afFc&ion were obvious in every 
line of it—eagerly (be folicited news of 
myfelf, and the incomprehenfible means 
:which firft rcftorcd n>e to St. Vincent's 
Abbey^ as well as, thofc which fixed me 
/there by fo. extraordinary a marriage. 

From her letter I at lad uhderftood a pa»c 
.©fyour motives/or fo fuddenly abfenting 
.yourfclves, I found too that you had 
. happily arrived io France, by the accounts 
.many bad received from you-, when ail 
,at once (Qic added) the correfpondencc 
• broke oflf^ aad every effort at renewing it 
only incfeafcd the fadnefs and perplexity. 
of your friends. That La Val, having 
obeyed the orders left by his Lord in batt- 
ening to Kenilworth, came on from thence 
. to the Recefs ; which he found thrown 
open, as well as that his Lord had infal- 
. Iibly been there. Not able to gather any 
- farther inf(5^raiation, he haftcncd back to 

Lon* 
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Jliondon, there to wait Lord Lciccftcr*s 
tlircdlions ; bat none arriving, this extra- 
ordinary and alarming filenct: induced the 
faithful Steward ro return to his Dative 
t:ountry, in fearch of his J-ord. Fear and 
grief having however feized upon hh 
iieart, a bad pdTage wrought both up to 
a crifis, an^d he dird immcrdiatcly on his 
landing. That every other meflenger and 
friend had been equally lanfuccefsful ; 
though many had traced you a-s far as Rou- 
en. Nor had the myftery of ycur fate ever 
yet been even gireflVd at, though Lord Lei- 
trcfter was admitted to be dead by eveiy 
body, Itvvas given out that he expired in 
his way to Kenilworih Caflle. Certainly 
he was there laid in ftate, and afterwards 
interred at Warwick: biat notwithftand- 
jng this report was apparently believed, as 
having the weight of the Queen^s credence, 
the ftronneft doubts arofc in the minds of 
h\% friends and relations, upon her fcizing 
Kenilworth Caftle, and various poffefilons 
of his, as a fecuriry for fums due to her: 
a conduft little agreeing with the indut- 
oence flie ha-d fur lb many years fliewn 
. Vol. IL l\ to- 
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towards her favorite. In fine, having 
bribed the fervants employed in blazoning, 
this pompous fiction, the family were in- 
dubitably ailured, that the body buried 
under the name of Lord Leicefter^ waf 
one procured for the puxpofc. 

Almoft petrified by this niyfferioua afi4 
afiefling recital, I ftrove in vain to €x« 
pound it ; that Lord Leicefier was deaM 
could hardly be doubted, but when, where^ 
or how, imagination could not fathonw 
TTet the condud of the Queen proved her 
too well informed. Ah, where then, cried 
J, is ^now my Matilda? Where ihcQ 
that more unfortunate being, than evea 
royfelf? Convinced, by a comparifan of 
pircumftances, that your death would 
alike have been publilhed, but that by 
fome undifcovcrablc event you furvivcd 
your Lord, I was led to conclude fome 
<onvent in France ftill fupplied you a 
crave to groan in : yet even if fo, why 
bury wiih you that information, for want 
of which fo many affcdionatc hearts have 
been rarkcd ?— Alas, my darling fiflcr, 
year after year have 1 vainly repeated to 

my- 
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inyrelf this one affe£king qucftion: - 

£mcrge^ I btfecch yOu, if yet an inha-^ 
bicant of this world, anJ fatisfy a fearful 
4icart which aches wirh fondnefs. Nay, if 
Mandated to a better, and yet fenfible of 
aught fublunar}s oh deign to inform me ! 
Slow often, in the depth of midnight, 
^hcn the happier wofld are at reft, have 
I called upon i;hee> ioipelled by an aScc* 
tion incapable of fear— but all was awful 
jfilcnce~no voice replied -to me-^no form 
obtruded on the deep gloom where fighc 
itftlf is 4aft— yet the days that eUpfe in 
incertitude, pafs not in vain^ they iofen- 
£bly urge forward one ordained to cltair 
up every doubt. 



1 drenmt of F.flcx— Ah, what did I 
ifay ? i dreamt of Eiffcx ?— Alas, I have 

dreamt of him my whole life longi -- 

Somcthir^ ftrangely intervenes between 
fnyfclf and nry mra.iing.— No matter, I 
am too ftupifird now to explain it. 

R 2 OU 
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• ••««« 

Oh, theft cruel wanderings ! — but I 
^arc not attempt to corrcA or avoid thctn, 
left in the very effort reafon evaporate, 
and one inconfiderate (troke £houJd COQ- 
fufc ray whole ftory. 



Alas, Lady Pembroke, how could y« 
venture to tell me that Lord Eflcx was 
married ?-^ And to Lady Sydney too^— 
Gracious Heaven i I made myiclf « 
wretch then only to crown -her future days 
with unfpeakable happinefs I— At tb4S 
idea, overwhelming pafTjon breaks th^ 
feeble boundaries bf feafon and religioHf 
and fwcrps away inferior forrows — my 
jnother — my fitter — alas ihofe ties fg dear, 
fo revered, fcrve only xo Iwell the flood 
that finks them. 

Hence, agonizing fcnfaiions!— I hayc 
4lrawn them up, Matilda, in one weighty 
figh.— /ih, furdy my heart cfcaped uoj^ 
>'arcs at .the lame nu)mcnr, ic has left fuch 

a A?ar- 
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» fearful void within,— Yes, my fiftcr, 
Eflcx is indeed married ; that very Eflfrx 
for whom I more than died,-— and pri« 
vacely coo*— the facred, tender union, had 
every charm but honor — ^for Lady Sydney 
be incurred the anger of the vindiflivc 
Queen.— -'Gracious Heaven, I thank thee 
for that thought — it was not for w^— No^ 
1 was dying, withering at the heart far 
f/om the moft falfe— Ah, ft ill the moft 
beloved of his fcx, — that little thought 
firangely confolcs me — rather indeed 
would I have died, than have been a fpoc 
upon that radiant fun, my dim eyes ap^ 
Biore muft look up to. 



I perceive I have in the wild colouringf 
of a difordered imagrnarion, unfolded a^ 
ifuth my heart almoft burft with — this- 
thunder ftrokc concluded Lady Pem- 
broke's fecond letter. — How deep, how 
dreadful was its cfFcft !— tranquillity, 
hcaUhi rcafon all fled before it— to the 
evils fate impofcs, however grievous, our 
R J natuw 
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Mtorcf infenfibly aecommodatei icfeif, but 

oh, whro the arrows of calattiity are 

VFmgcd by love^ and dipt in poifoA hy 

friendQiip tht wounds tbey make always^ 

gangrene. The idsea of deceit, ingraticode^ 

and unkindnefs, irritated and preyed dfn 

me continuaMy. — It brought on ^urather 

Greenland winter's nighri which tafteci 

many lingering months ;. and ui recover^- 

ing I feemed to acquire a new difpofition, 

-^I had loft with my equanimity at) fweet« 

nefs of temper — ^revenge feemed the only^ 

principie which fuppor*ted my being, and 

I nouriftied a proje^ in fecret long ere k 

could bring it forward. Wonder not aft 

this alteration^ my fifter^ misfortune 

ferves but to ibfte^the foul, injury alone. 

can render it callous. Ah, flrange ! that 

we (hould at the very moment imbrbe 

the vic^y which we fufirr. 

Lord Arlington early in the fpring re* 
vifitcd St, Vincent's Abbey. My refent- 
ments being levelled at a dear and diftant 
qbje£V» I behaved towards him, when 
miftrcfs of my intelleas, with a melan*. 
••holy grdcioufnefs which made him fancy 

them: 
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them rcftorcd; and propofcd taking mc 
^'Itb him to London^ when neceflity ob« 
liged him to return. I acquiefced with 
readinefs^ as this was the very point to 
iRfhtch I wifhed to bring him, and my 
unexpedted compliance, flattering the 
egregious fclf-Iove that marked his cha-* 
rafter, he was charmed with the efFc6t,. 
without examining into the caufe. He was 
caHly perfuadcd that decorum would de- 
mand my being prefented at Gourt^ and* 
undertook to propofe it to Elizabeth : 
whiK; Lady Pembroke^ amazed alike at all 
fhe heard, and all (he faw, (Icadily oppofed^ 
ji projcft fraught with fo many painful 
ttflcertainties. But it was the pafTion of 
Lord Arlington to mortify Efllx, and con-* 
eeiiring that in his power only by^ prcfcnt-- 
ing to his rival's eycSj the dear object fa- 
cial circumdances had robbed him of, and 
CKhcrs yet more fatal»had wedded to him* 
felf,. he foon became as intercfted in my 
wifh, as if his own heart had dictated it* 
TheQijecn heard it, as 1 forcfaw, wiihfur-- 
^rize, and declined it with fcorn ; but fhe 
fooa found that I had fkill enough to ma- 
R 4 naf 
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nage even the fool Ihe had felccled for 
me ; who prrfided in quitting the Court 
if (he denied him the compUmenc due to 
his birth. Elizabeth had now puc her 
peace (o fit into his power, that (he dared 
not entirely break with him : and fearful 
left the black hiftory hid in my heart 
fliould be publi(hcd to the world, were 
Ac to urge her imprudent rcfufal, fhe ar 
laft reluftantly confcnted to receive mc. 
I heard this with a bitternefs of fpinc I 
once thought myfcif incapable o^ and 
brooded over the dreary triumph I had 
£> long projeded. 

I deferred appearing at Court from time 
to time, tij>^tertain Lord Effex was re- 
turned fr9;m the camp. Alas !. the univerfal 
pleafure that return excited, aggravated 
my deep and incrcafing rcfentmcnt. Dif- 
linguiQled. now with the fame partiality 
Elizabeth once fliewed to your Lord j 
loaded with honors in his own perfon, and 
the chief medium through which others 
obtained them, ElTcx conduftcd himfcif 
with fuch noblcncfs as endeared him evca 
to thofc whom he £ailcd to ferve: while 

Che 
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-tlic happy few who won his confidence, 
looked up to him. as to a being of a fupc- 
rior kind. I, I alone dared filently to im- 
peach his generofity, his honor^ his inte* 
grity. Wearied with an everlafting difcut 
fion of his merits in all companies, and not 
daring to utter one fyllable on the fubjed, 
left groans (liould take place of language^ 
I often ttftified aa anger and impatience 
iJord Arlington conilrued into an exiinc« 
lion of that fatal pafBon I once entertaia** 
ed for his rival, and a due regard for the 
rights which he had acquired oyer me* 
Charmed with this idea, he became lavifl^ 
in the jewels^ and other cuftomary orna^ 
mentsj and the tranquillity with which 
1 prepared to appear, lulled every fufpi- 
cion to fleep. Alas ! while they were 
adorning me with the coftly habiliments 
fcledled for the occafion,. I took a mali^ 
cious pleafure in tracing the ravages grief 
bad already made in my features, confti- 
lution, and figure ;. thefirft, Ihrunk, wan^ 
and withered,, the letter ematiated beyond 
all concealment. 1 knew, that however 
ihofe who faw me every day might deceive 
thcmfelves,, in prcfcnting this Ihadow to 

hi: 
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his eyes, wbofe ardeot heart once touched 
vfkb colours yet more "glowing^ a form 
then rich with the gifts of nature, youth, 
and hope— Oh well I knew what vo« 
lumes of reproaches we're contained in a 
fingle look ! 

I entered the Prefcnce Chamber with 
an air of determination, grandeur, and 
compofure, aftonilhing even to myfcif* 
My foul found him (he alone fought in a 
moment* Efftx was reding one arm on- 
the back of the Quccn*s chair, in, the 
fame familiar, gay, and graceful attitude 
^ had fo often fcen Lord Lciccftcr aflume* 
His drtfs, bold, magnificent,^- and mar- 
tial. His features (oh, ihofe fatal fea- 
tures I deftined to fubduc alike my wife 
and erroneouis rcfolutions); lighted op by 
every emotion youth, foftnefs, pride, and 
plcafure ever blended. Hi^ fine cyc^ 
lightly glancing over each furrounding 
objeft, fixed at laft on tnc^fixed^ I may 
well fay,— how deep, how deadly, was- 
the cfFc<5t of that fingle look 1 — his unfi- 
niftied fpeech to the Qiicen,. became anni- 
hilated^, while his quivering lips, in broken 

foundst 
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fbcn^s, breathed forth unutterable an* 
guifh.— Surprize,. tciKicrnefe, grief,— ah, 
more than grief!— agony — chafed away 
tht bright txpftGion of happinefs from 
every perfcft feature, and flooded his ey« 
in a moment. No longer remembering 
fchc place,, the Queen, the circle^, he darted 
forward, and almoft in the z6t of kneeU 
ing, kh the abfurdity^ and vanifhcd— 
with him too vanifhed every trace of -thac 
mifapplie^ rea(bii which had fo ftrongly 
impeUed me to this flrange revenge. 
They told me^ I foffjred myfclf to be led 
M the chair of the Queen> who no fooner 
ki the common form prefented me her> 
hand, than I haughtily repelled it, and fix* 
ing my eyes on her with a dreadful mean-^ 
]^g> g^v:e a deep groan^ and funk fenfelefs 
at her feet. Elizabeth ftarted up in higlv> 
indignation, and reproaching Lord Ar- 
Kngtori as not lefs mad than myfetf, in 
thus obtruding me upon her, retired preci- 
pitately to her clofct. Not much more 
iVnfjbJe than his wife, through aftonilhment 
at a conduft fo une5^pe6tcd on my part, he 
foon fo far rr covered his faculties, as to 

tal 
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take the advice of his friends, in trying to 
appeafe the Queen : committing me ta 
the care of thofe around me. By this 
means alone he efcaped witntfling a fcene 
whfich touched the fcnfibility of every 
fpeftator. My friends bore me througb 
the great gallery, as the way moft con- 
venient ^ in the anti-chamber leading ta 
it, the unhappy lover 1 bad taken a barba- 
rous fatisfadion in wounding, had thrown 
himfdf on a couch to recover at leifurc. 
A prefrntiment of the fadt as the croud 
approached, made him eagerly dart up, 
and refigning himfdf to the imprcflion of 
the moment, he rufhcd through them aU,, 
and fnatching me with impctuofity fronv 
thofe who held me, placed me on the 
couch, and kneeling befide it, fought to^ 
re-animate my chilled fenfes with buri>> 
ing tears, and agonized embraces. A 
thoufand times, he called me ^^ his dea^ 
betrothed love— his murdered, precious- 
Ellinor,— here is fome black ariifire, fome 
diaboh'cal villainy in this bufintfs," would 
he cry, ftarcing up haughtily, and throve 
ipg his inflamed eyes around,, in drcadfU 

icarch. 
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iearch of him who happily was abfenc ; 
^ Oh, if I find it fo, added he, they 
ihall not *fcapc who fevered us !" By 
vague and rath exclamations, he thus 
publipied the chief incident in our un- 
happy ftory 3 while I alone, ftill infcn- 
Bble, heard not the well known voice I 
oncefancfed the grave only could clofe my 
«ar to. 

This fcene, which every following mo- 
tnent threatened to make f^tal, was at^laff 
interrupted by the appearance of Lady 
Pembroke. The excellent undcrftanding 
.of that amiable woman, had made her 
from the firft confider my defire of ap- 
jpearing at Court (even while unapprlzed 
of its motives) as the wild ftart of an un- 
fcttled mind : flie had employed intreaty 
and argument in vain to make me give it 
up-, finding the projeft alike agreeable to 
Lord Arlington • and myfelf, Ihe became 
filcnt on the fubjed, but declined accom- 
panying me, and dreading fome ftrange 
event, retired to her own apartments in 
the palace, to tremble for it in fccret. 
The news of tny .having frightened the 

Qiiecp 
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Qucei^ and broke up the Court, iouxiCr 
diacely reached her there. However, ofi- 
icnded at my obftinacy, (he was (hockdi 
at its efiefts, and readily ecnerged t» 
ferve and fave m% if f>offible«jj| PrcfliDg 
through the afionifhed croud, the fond 
•extravagance of Lord Eflcx cootint^allf 
increafed, flie beheld me in bi« arnns^ and 
heard his lamentacion. Amazen>eot in 
her colleded mind is bur^ a momentary 
amotion. ** What, arc you doing, my 
Lord f faid ihe^ with an air which re- 
called even him~is this the way to reco- 
ver the fenfes, or realbo of this de^r ur^ 
fartuna:tc ? remember the relpeft due boib 
to her and yourfel^ and leave her entirely 
to my care.** Neither prayers nor anger 
warped her from reftitude : fhe com- 
fnanded her fervams to bear me to her 
barge, and followed me hcifclf. The 
^illradfd Effex held her by force, and 
vainly folicitcd leave to attend me. With 
a dignity which eminently d:ftingui(hes 
that charming woman, (be chid him for 
a madncfs not Irfs extravagani than my 
Qwn, though fiif more ccnfurable, and 

requcflcd 
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-fcqucfted ber Lord lo pay hioi aa equal 
•tcentiont 

Tbe women who followed me into the 
.^rge fpriRkled me with water ; that and 
cheapen %iir gradually revived thoie facul- 
ties fo long dormant, that chey feemed 
gose for ever. I feebly lifted my head 
from the bofom of Lady Pembroke, and 
wondered awhile bow I came there. A 
thoufand gloomy uncertain tics occurred 
tx> my mind, and a flood (^ tears at laft fo 
far relieved me, as to fufier it to &c on 
the fa<9:. Lady Pembroice, perceiving I 
vvas capable of attending to her, fpared 
me the trouble of enquiring into the paft 
fcenc by relating it ; with fuch comments 
as an enlarged and tender heart, would 
naturally didatc. My pulfes were yet 
low, and her gentle admonitions made a 
due impreOion. *• Review the whole of 
this wild fcheme, my dear £ Hi nor, faid 
(he, and I think you will unite with me 
in calling it fo. The Queen, (beyond 
your revenge in this world) can amply re- 
taliate on every one dear to you, for the 
temporary alarms and vexations 'you caute 

her 
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her. From the eyes of the noble Efflift 
you have fnatched away a bandage, which 
faved both him and yourfelf from danger. 
I have hitherto fuffered you to imagine 
him unfaithful and guilty, becaufe anger 
in your fituation, mu(l be a much lefs 
<)angerous emotion than love. His whole 
foul is onc^ more awakened, and I would 
in vain now afFe£t to deceive either him or 
you^he will be heard— he will even be 
fecn, if to the ra(h ardor of his temper you 
do not oppofe the moft inflexible pru- 
dence — Alas, ray fweet friend, what dire- 
ful confli6ls d^o I fee before you ! — con- 
flidls, that the ftrong and untried foul 
would with to (brink from— how then (ha4i 
'your wounded fpirit/* — *' Fear not, anfwer-* 
td I, nerved by the occaGon, my dear, my 
watchful monitrefsi born for conflifl, I 
fccm only to cxift by that mental adion, 
and though I lament, with you, the invin- 
cible obftinacy which has once more thus 
involved me, yet believe me I fcem bet- 
ter able to bear every evil which may re- 
fulc froin the vindication of Eflcx, than 
♦he dreadful weight of his fuppofcd in- 
gratitude. 
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gratitude. For every other calamity I had 
been accuftomed to prepare my heart.— 
That heart, cheriflied by tears and fofc-: 
hefs, ftarted not into excefs, till -thofi: 
fources were dried up. Ah, open again 
€vcry fluicc of plcafure !— Tell me that 
EfTex is indeed innocent, unaltered !—. 
Tell me ^hat he is dill the incomparable 
being my youthful fanqy firft worftiip- 
ped !— Tell me, in Ihort, the whole truth, 
and fee if my foothed icnfes are not equal to 
the confidence." — ** How Httlc reafon do 
thefe eager exclamations, thefe impaffion-. 
ed tears, and glowing cheeks, give me to 
think fo, wiftfully replied the fweet Lady 
Pembroke ; perhaps wer<; it yet in my^ 
choice, I (hould iftill Tcfolve to deceive, 
you^ but in now revealing all, I am only 
before-hand with him, who, in tenderly, 
urging a juft vindrCation of his conduft, 
would effeiflually re-rftablifti himfclf in 
your affc(^ions, to the utter ruin of the lit-^ 
tJe peace ITcavcn has allowed you. 

Th'^ dcfperacc ftue of my health at 
the time wh(-n yourfdf and filler fo unac- 
count. bly vanilheJ, made my Lord guard 

Vv;L I(. S aga nf 
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againft my obtaining thac information wltti 
the utmoft caution^ and the fijfl: alarm I 
received, was from the ludden return, and 
perpetual vifits of the Earl of Eflcx* 
Thefe were often at odd and improper 
hours, and generally began or ended with 
a private conference. A continuance of 
this conduct, even after I was able to quit 
my apartment, gave me a difguft to your 
Jover, I did not conceal from my Lord. 
He pleaded the afflidion of Efiex, a$ hia 
only, and indeed fufficient excufe, and 
thus laid himfelf open to my enquirfcs^ 
which foon obliged him to own the whole 
truth. Its deep efFeA on me made Lord 
Pembroke congratulate himfelf on having 
'thus long ^concealed it. My agitation 
and afFcdlion foon reconciled me to Effcx, 
and united me in his views^ Wholly en* 
grofled by the hope of finding you, every 
bay gave birth to a new.prqjcil in one or 
the other. How many difappointments 
did we experience! yet the fertility of his 
. imagination being only equalled by the 
warmth of his heart, no toil difcouraged 
him i and adopting all his aerial plans, I 

, urged 
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-*irged him to perfcvcrancc, raking plcafurc 

•In heaping fuel on a flame, prudence 

'Ihould rather have ftifled. News happily 

arrived of Lord Leicefter and Matilda^ 

^hich renovating every hope in both hirt 

and me, 1 joined the deluder (el( in aiTur- 

ing him that he was deftined to reftore you 

'to the noble exiles, and in receiving your 

hand, to unite himfelf at once in their hap^ 

pinefs and fate. 

The romantic heroifm interwoven in 

his charader, made him readily Ttften to 

^thefe pleafiog dclufions ; till a ftrangc ru* 

•iDOur reached us one day, that you had 

been married to Lord Arlington, in the 

^jrefence of Lord Burleigh, and left by 

him at St. Vincent's Abbey. Impreflfed 

with the flrongcft reliance on your faith^ 

Eflex afn^rted it in the warmed terms, 

and feemed ready to fly to the fpot where 

it was reported you yet exifted. The 

palenefs of niy complexion reproved his 

implicit cunfiderice. The name of Bur* 

leigh, the remembrance that Arlington 

had ktely quitted the Court, that intui- 

tivc fcfifc which arranges and combines 
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xhoufand important nothings^ tending to 

Jftanop a fad conviction more inftdntanc-f 

ouQy than one can. pronounce a fentencct 

now proved to me the truth of this.— r 

sLord Pembroke propofcd going to the 

Minifter, and thus deciding the poinu^ 

We gladly confenttd, and EiTcx traverP* 

log the room Jn great agitation during 

the inierv4f found a thouiand reafons to 

Juftify his opinion; fo cautioully collcfl- 

cd, as fhcM^ed.hejMras net without a fccret 

tfear. Lord Pembroke at length returned^ 

and confirming the fatal news, added, 

(that Lord BurJeigh had Jhewa him .the 

contrad):^ Hg^c^d by both. But what was 

.the palcjicfs imprcffed on my counte-, 

nance, ^to that which fpread over the 

jilorid complexion of your iovcr at this 

fatal coofirmation ! The filent ftruggle 

in his foul, furejy combined every pang 

of deathi without affording its relief.— 

Speech and colour at laft returned ; his 

cheeks now , glowed with indignatioOt 

vvhile his lips trembled with tranfports 

of bittcrnt fs and grief. He quitted us 

.prcripiucl):, and my .Lord devoting him* 

fclf 
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frlf to afluage my forrow, was not imme* 
diately fenfible of the departure of our 
friend. Alas ! coold either of us poffibljr 
have fufpeAed the fate, the untoward fate^. 
that awaited him ! 

^ The moment Lord Effcx thus abrupt«<»- 
]y quilted our houfe, he haftened to that 
of Sir Francis Walfingham; where he 
found only Lady Sydney, who, fecrctly 
as fenfible of his merit, as (he had before 
been of my brother's, received him with- 
equal furprjze and^ pleafurew Without 
entering into the motives which influenced 
his conduft,- he eagerly tendered' him- 
ielf to her acceptance. Her objcdlions 
were, thofe of one who wiflied to be per— 
fuaded; and he would neither hear of de« 
mur or delay;: his own ChapJain war- 
quickly fummoned, and the marriage fo-^ 
lemnized in a manner, almofl: as fudden^ 

and folhtary as your own Ah; fatal 

marriages both ! beginning and ending 
in tears !—This-news broke upon us wiihr 
the morniivg. Lord Pembroke was af- 
founded. I recommended to him ta 
kaden tothe wretched bridegroom, ar 
; S3 irccom 
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reconcile his mind to the unlucky chbiee- 
tie had thus precipitately made^ ere ralh-. 
cxpreillons of grief or dilappoiotnaent: 
|hould roufe that turbulent fpirit which 
had made my amiable brother's philofophy 
fo foon give way to difguft^ Well we knew^ 
the fiery foul of Efltx would fpurn at fuch. 
a bondage, however voluntary. 

The contempt and coldnefs both Lord 
Pembroke and myfelf had always (hewn, 
to this imperious woman,* who firft- intro- 
duced difcord into a family, before dil^ 
tinguiflied by unanimity, rendered this a* 
great effort of friendfliip. The time loft, 
in reconciling our feelings to the condo- 
fceoHon, made it wholly ufelefs. My Lord 
found Sir Francis almoft annihilated witll^ 
furpri^e, and underftood atonce that his 
daughter was in fi^s,. and Lord Efltx. 
gone. Unable wholly to conceal the an- 
guiih that preyed on his fpirits, and flat- 
tering himfcif that a generous confidence 
in his bride might in time cement their, 
union,. by the charm of efteem at leaft,. 
Effex had laid open his whole heart to- 
kcr. The moital hatred (be ever enter- 

tained- 
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faincd both for yourfclf and fiftcr, (he 
wanted judgment at this period to (lifle* 
The melancholy Effcx, who fought for 
pity, not paffiony now incautioufly defend- 
ed her he had unwarily arraigned. The 
vindiftivc temper of his bride, blazed 
forth in all its littknefs, and the quarrel 
rofc fo high, that early the next morning 
he ordered his horfes, and calling her ac 
once " his error and his punilhmertt,'* he 
took his leave with the bitter remark,, 
that " he followed in all things the fate of 
Sir Philip Sydney/' A reproach like this 
might well fliock the mod callous heart : 
}t threw Lady Eflcx into fits— Regard- 
kfs of this, her Lord mounted, and de- 
parting with the utmoft fwiftnefs, wa^ 
foon but of the reach both of friends- and^ 
enemies. 

The Queen, wlio became every day- 
iilore partial to Eflcx than fhe had beea 
the forir.er orle, irifcrtfibly had fuffered 
him to take, both in her heart and courr,, 
the place of Lord Lciccfter. It was the 
opiniori of many, that flie intended to 
ftoa4;ry him, . and the rage this ftfp of 
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his excited in her,, lent force to the extra? 
vagant conjedure. Deeply refenting alike 
his hafty marriage, and abrupt departure, 
(he bani(hcd his Lady the Courts nor did 
Sir Francis efcape a reprioiapd,. howevicr 
undeferving it.. 

EiTcx feon fitted out fome Ih^ps, with 
which he joined Drake and Norris^, and his 
fame daily endearing him more to the 
Qu^en, (he could hardly fupport that apr 
pearance of rcfentment (he thought due tQ. 
his temerity, and inceffanUy Unguiihed far 
his return, 

Wc foon had letters. from the. Earl, ac- 
knowledging, the ra(h ftep he had takea 
in marrying, and that to avoid blushing 
for it in our prefence, he. had thus exiled 
himfelf. Though pride made him (liU 
(peak of you with acrimony, it was obvi- 
ous fron) the tenor of. the whole letter, 
that he had. quitted. £ngland,.. no lefs tp 
avoid feeing you,, than living with the 
woman he had invelted with a jegal right 
to make him unhappy. The generous 
anxiety be (hewed for your (ifter in fend- 
i^&t even, ax this jun^ure,. Sir Walter 

C.uriis> 
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(^urtis once more to Rouen, with direc* 
tions to fpare neither trouble or money ta 
^ifcover Matilda, was another new in* 
iOtance of that nobility of mind, which. aU 
ways graces, even his faults. Confecrat* 
log his. cares to- a more noble purfuit thaa 
love, he thus fought to fill up thfe void,, 
t-he aching void, that blighted pafllon had. 
l^ft in his heart. 

He was not born for inadioni, and fooi». 
his daring fpirit employed the thoughts of. 
the whole nation i^ when Elizabeth, wha 
knew too well that its prefent exertions 
were but the wild efforts of difappoint- 
ment and dcfpair, relaxed at once from, 
all her apparent rigor>. and recalled him*. 
Difguft had funk fo deep, that he (lilt 
Hefitated, and nothing biit her peremp- 
tory command could induce him *to re- 
turn. While in daily cxpeftation of him/, 
I received your firft letter. It contained 
not a word that could inform me of 
your real fituation, or the motives of aa. 
aftion fo eccentric, as your acceptance of 
Lord Arlington. Your long filence, your 
oi)fcure and laconic epiftlc j the ftrong, 

de ' 
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dcfirc I had to fee tra^uillity reftorechto 
yoiirfclf and yt)tir lover, thougii happi- 
ncfs had cfcaped - both, made me rcfol^e 
to (hew him the leuer, in^ which he was 
not even named, If once the fubjefl: arofe^ 
from this I guefTed that he would moib 
"probably conclude your marriage with your 
own fi;ee will, as well as the retired ftile of 
your prcfcnt life. An opportunity foorr' 
offered ; nor was I miftaken in my judge- 
ment. Lord Effex perufed your epillle in 
filent aftoniflimenr, and the cdnviftion k' 
conveyed produced a furprifing alteration 
in his mind iand ftiarincrs. No fymptom 
of either pride, paffion,,or difappointment,. 
from that moment^ has been vifiblc in hia 
conduft. Conforming at once to his fate,, 
he profited by the indulgence of the Quccn^ 
and refolvcd to live decently with his< 
Wife, if not happily. Never fince have I 
heard your name from bis lips— I knev9^' 
not that it lived even in his heart; and- 
finding this artifice fo fucccfbful with 
one, 1 rcfolved to try it with the other*. 
Whcn you related 10 me the cruel fidion- 
bv which l.ord Burleigh Wrought upon 

your 
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your feelings,, what purpoie would it have 
anfwered to inform you/lliat Eflcx was 
never concerned in any -plot— never infi* 
prifoned, much lefs condemned* The high 
fenfe you entertained of a facrifice, appa- 
rently unvalued by him, made it impro* 
bable any explanation, or even converfa* 
tioD^. (hould take place between minds 
thus deeply and juftly offended with each 
ether^ How then was I chagrined to fee 
you, on your arrival in London, fondly 
nouriih fome unfathomable projed, which 
^reatened wholly to defeat mine I Find- 
ing all advice inefibdlual, I thought it 
moH: judicious to leave your mind to its 
own workings ; hoping the gentlenefs of 
your nature would countera£b the irri^^ 
lation of your paffions, AJas, my dear, 
^his fatal day (hews me my error, and ics> 
extent. In how many ways will you nowt 
wound the noble heart of Efltx ! — Tor- 
tured at once with the angiiifli of difap— 
pointed,, injured love, the narrow doubts 
of his uncradable wife, and the arrogant 
vigliancc of the Queen,, his life will, from 

ihi' 
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this, moraenty be as devoid of comfortt as 

it has loog been of hope/^ 

The tender motives which didated this 
late confeffioot as well as che paft con^ 
cealment ; the melancholy inference with 
which Lady Pembroke concluded^ all 
made a deep imprefiion on me, and open*- 
ed every fluice of tendernefe, to the great 
relief of my oppreflcd and burning heart* 
** No, my generous, amiable friend, xc- 
turned 1 in a mote equal tone than Ladf 
Pembroke expe^ed, I cannot mifconftrue 
condudl which has ever had^tbemoft up*^ 
right intention ;. and in doing juftice to 
that of theafiliAedEflexi you fupply me 
motives for an exertion I fhould otherwifo 
fink under* The ncceffity for prevent- 
ing a part of che evils my imprudence 
may occafion, will recall me to reafon^, 
honor, and myfclf.— Oh, thou,, cried 1^ 
melting into tears, too dearly beloved^ 
too deeply lamtnied,. pardonimc if 1 pafs 
a dark and dewy cloud over the bright 
ftar of thy diftinguilhed fortune: fooiv 
will that emerge with undiminifticd fplen*^ 
dor^ while I alone Ih.Ul drop in tears,. 

cn«- 
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••©riching the earth chat hides mc.— J 
<And you too, moft favored among wo- 
men, in being bora to Ihare his fatc> en- 
deavour but to make Unhappy, and (he 
who has no ufc for life, but>to weep your 
lot, will join to crown it with every 
earthly felicity. >I find my fiuftuating 
mind unequal to entering farther on the 
intercfting fubjeft, roncludcd I, on arriv- 
ing at home. Adieu* my dear Lady 
Pembroke, be this embrace the plet^ge 
af mutual pardon ^ and if you have not 
bluflied for the laft, as well as.firft, time 
for your poor friend, her better fclfmuft 
again dcfcft her:" Shc^ftrained me to 
the purcft bolbm that ever beat, and Icfr 
me once more alone wkh that unftablc. 
counftllor, /ny own erring heart. * 

The retoMi of Lord Arlington, exaf-. 
pcratcd by the rage of the Queen, and. 
the furmifes of the Court, tried my firoi-. 
eft rcfolutions: perhaps even thofe would 
have been unequal to the conflift, but. 
that I remembered my promife to Lady^ 
Pcmbrpke, and was determined to fupply; 
a bright example to that noble lover, I- 
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now confidered as equaUy unfortufiatt 
with myfdf. T remained from this pe- 
F4od whoUy at home, yet not without ex- 
pedting fomc intelligence from Lord EC* 
fcx ; though i knew not how he could 
poilibly convey it. It reached me at la^ 
in the mod extraordinary manner. JLady 
Pembroke fcized the firft interval of lone- 
lioefs to ^ddrcfs me. •' Perplexed circum- 
llances make ftrange emiflaries, faid ihe, 
iighing, — who would have imagined that 
I (bould requeft to convey the letter of 
•Lord Eflex to you, Eilinor:? but finding 
him determined on thus addrcding you, 
1 voluntarily undertook the trud, as weU 
to judge of all that pafled, as to prev.ent 
his humilia^ting himfelf and you to what 
ever fervant he could bribe, and perhaps 
if he erred in his choice of a meflenger, 
it would be to the ruin of your peace and 
reputation. 

Hirclly hearing this geAerous pFeam- 
ble, my eager eyes were fixed on the let* 
t«r, and I gave the fair hand that held it 
the fpontaneous kifs I was at firft tempt- 
ed to beftovv on the precious paper.— 

Ah, 
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Ahj how afiefting were the emocions 
produced by the fight of that well-known 
hand ! His langu^e wae impafiionedj 
i^q4 ipcpbcirenc — he accu(ed hioifelf^ me^ 
the friends of both^ and the over-ruling 
"fftt^ whkh adua^crd all. He ieemed af- 
&red fraudj nvyftery, and a thoufand 3Pet 
ijinknown execrable arts bad been com«- 
bined to feparate us. He conjured me 
tp difcover both the perfons and the 
cleans. He fpoke of Lord Arlington 
rather as a weak tool in the hands of his 
\^ore crafty enemies, than the objcft of 
-that deep and eternal refcntment, which 
^only flept tijl I fupplied it one. *' Scorn, 
-continued he, the narrow prejudices of 
cuftom, and your fex, nor be wholly the 
Sacrifice of fatuation. Dare to be fincere, 
►and think an adherence to your firft fa- 
cred vows (vows dear as inviolable) the 
true point of honor, of religion, and mo- 
rality. Oh, call to mind the fatal mo- 
ment when you tore yoyrfelf inexorably, 
-from arms that beauteous form no more, 
perhaps, fhall fill — A little confidence, 
a little faitb^ had then made both happy 



ijt THE RECESS, kc. 
now, alas, they can only make us fcfir 
miferabk. Yet fpeak, my betrothed 
love, concluded he— tell me all — Once 
more I -conjure you, by thofe rights your 
falfhood, or death alone can annul, tell 
me all; and in your care of the life 
ivhich throbs within this agitated bofom^ 
give me a motive fbr^ifhrng it to linger 
there/' 

As I perufcd this touching tranfcript 
of his foul, mine melted within me.— 
Never thtrlefs, I refolded to adV up to the 
idea I had formed, and fnatching a pen, 
I thus re4)lied to him^ • 

** In giving you my heart, my Lord,' 
I own I gave you a right, in every aftion 
of my 4ife, -which though events may 
fufpend, they cannot annihi4ate.— Alas, 
the only right I ^refcrved to myftif, was* 
that of concealing aught which might 
under you unhappy. Suffer me then, to 
bury in this bofom, the combination of 
fatal cvciits which tore us from each other- 
Need I tell you, that they have wrung it 
tvcn to phreozy ; for nothing lefe could 
have j'jfl;fi.d the. premeditated fliockl- 

crutllv 
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xruelly gave you. The deep effect of 
my prefence— perhaps (for why fliould I 
conceal it ?) that of your own, join with 
a feverc duty in telling me, that while thus 
circumftanced, we muft meet no more^ 
The world, a bufy, partial judge, delights 
in beholding the execution of thofe pain- 
ful fentences it impofcs. Ah, chofen of 
my foul! remember its afflidlions can 
only be completed by your failing in the 
arduous trial, I am otherwifc rtfolved to}, 
fuflain, Rob me not of the melancholy i 
plcafure fortune (till allows me, in what- 
ever folixudc I am henceforth buried, of 
tliinking him I felefled from all mankind, 
was every thing but an Angel, 

Above the flavery of opinion, I know 
no guide but rcftitude : ihai tells me. 
Heaven itfclf will approve the efforts f 
yet make to charm you to life, to great- 

nefs, to glory, Oh, awful father of 

univerfal being 1 whofe will alone couldt 
fnatch from each the only objett in cre- 
ation, fanQify to the noblcft purpofc 
thcfe didlates of my reafon; and form 
both for the feparate lots appointed us 

Vol. II. T Ele- 
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Elevate the paflioas of my Eflcx above 
the little motives of revenge, or malice— 
fublime his love into philanthropy, his 
fage info heroifm— And oh, on the frail 
heart which now bleeds before thee, be- 
llow patience and refignation, fo to pais 
each long day as if the next were to uaite 
me to him. I folicit not ftrength to ex- 
pel him from that heart— no, rather may 
he ever continue its fole obje6t; but be 
his condudl fo ennobled, that when both 
are called with the whole world before thy 
dread tribunal, I may Jook down on the 
misjudging part of it, and truly fay,— 
Father, it is not Eflex I have loved, but 
Virtue in his perfon.*' 

This paffionate apoftrophe, however 
highly wrought, was entirely calculated 
for the romrantic fpirit to whom it 
was addreflVd. I earncftly bcfought the 
amiable Effcx to fuffer this to end the 
corrcfpondence, which admitted not an 
indulgence beyond thofc conveyed in 
the letter ; and gave it into the hands 
of my friend, whh rhat fv/ccr itrSc of 

fciN 
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frif-appkufet which ever attends the con* 
fcioufacrs of haring gone beyond a pain* 
ful duty. 

Yes, ftill this dear Arnfation remains to 
fXK^it irradiates at intervals the deep 
gloom which fteeps my fou), and anni- 
hilates my fenfes.— — I fear 1 begin again 
to wander, for my hand-writing appears 
to my own eyes that of 'Eflfcx.— — Oht 
bow tight my head, my heart feems 
bound 1 — will no one looftn the fhrunic 
fibres? — Hark I Is not that the Queen? 
-'No— Jt was but the deep voice of the 
Winter's winJ. 



Poor Eflcx ! -and did my letter thus* 

deeply affcifl him? Did he fo fondly 

prcfs it to his lips ? Did he bliftcr it 

with his tears ? ■ Thofe I have (hcd for 
thee, my love, would have drowned thee 

had ihey been treafurcd, fi^Unequalied 

Ellinor— Oh, moft adored ! i^Yes, I will 

purfuc the bright wanderings of the pure 

mind I have afiii^cd to unfetilf, anJ be 

X a all 
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His intrepid refetitment— His uncourrly 
finccrity— his haughty rctircrncnt— every 
aAion of his life confinned that admiraci- 
on I ftill thought myfelf entiikd to che-» 
rifli. The unbounded power be afterwards 
poflcITed when reconciled, (hewed the c3r« 
travagance of her attachment ; and Eliza* 
beth, cruel, inexorable to nie in every other 
inftance, crowned to her own drfgrace ift 
this, the only wilh flife had permitted me 
to retain. 

After feveral incfFeftua} eflforts to gain 
di((in£kion at Court, Lord Arlington con- 
ceived himfelf injured, and by retiring 
wholly into the country, perfecuted mc 
the year round with hrs company. But 
not having a tafte for the fciences, nor 
any of thofc refourccs a ftrong under- 
ftanding involuntary fnpplics, even to 
the unfortunate, he exifted only while 
employed. Hawking, huntings and fi(h- 
ing fpun out the tedrous years, and a ruf* 
tic company often clofcd the evening with 
intoxication. That apathy my exhaufted 
parffions had now funk into-, appeared to 
bk undifberning mind conteiits and as his 

owo 
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own love abated, he fancied mine incrcaf- 
ed; till he made a difcovef y that his mofl: 
needy parafite nevtr fccomied--namcly, 
that "we were at length entirely happy. 

To confirm this furprizing happincfs, 
i(which exifted only in his own fi&ncy^ 
and perhaps owed its origin to continual 
incbriatrbn) he refolvcd to exterminate 
thofe ruins where I had owned I paffcd 
my cWWhood, and which, he thought. 
Rill kept alive embittered remembrances, 
iitat would otherwife extinguifti. His 
Steward fuggcfted that the materials were 
Wanted to ere£t a manufafture in the neigh- 
bourhood, and that the cutting down the 
furronnding woods, now grown to valua- 
ble timber, would more than anfwer to the 
cxpence incurred ; while new plantations 
would at once open the profpcft on that 
fide the Abbey, and deprive me of an ina- 
nimate objeft of affcftion, of which Lord 
Arlington ftill entertained a jealoufy as cx- 
ccflive as prcpofterous. 

This propofal met with the ftrongcft op- 
pofuion from me on every account; it was 
drc^adful to think of annihilating every 

trace 
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trace of my youth; every objed wbich 
could remind me that I had ever been be- 
loved or connedied. To difturb the facred 
aflses of my early protedtors, and leave 
them expofed to the winds of Heaven^ and 
the hands of the labourer— But it was yet 
more dreadful to me to rifque the little 
peace I had been able to collect from the 
wreck of all my hopes — to wake wiflies^ 
which were perhaps torpid, only becaufe 
vain— to tempt Lord Eflex to break the 
promife I had wrung from him— in (hort» 
to take the moft remote chance of agaia 
beholding the chofen of my hearjt— for to 
prevent the daily regret I might experi* 
ence at being a fpcftator of this difagree- 
able mctamorphofis in my favourite fpot. 
Lord Arlington was determined to take 
me for that time to London. la vaiii I 
rcmonftrateci; the ftronger my difguft 
appeared, the lefs he imagined he had to 
dread; nor among his whole round of 
fuppofitions, once thought it poflible that 
I could fear myfclf. Painful experience 
now reminded me that the leaft hint oa 
this fubJLtrfl: would be ruin^ and cvcr)f 

OtilCft 
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CKher rcafon rather ftrcngthcning his dc- 
fign, I was compelled to yield to it. How 
readily, with every paffing mile, recurred* 
the dear habitual impreflionsi My quick- 
ened pulfes were again animated by my 
heart, and I beheld even the palace with* 
out difguft, becaufe EiTex reigned there. 
Lady Pembroke met me with an embrace 
neither time or abfence had chilled. She 
furveyed my amended looks with infinite 
facisfaftion, and flattered herfelf, becaufe I 
was no longer a fpeftre, I was happy. 
Ah, much erring, friend, the embers of 
that fatal fire tears had almoft quenched, 
again were gradually relighting !— I felt al- 
moft difappointed at hearing Effex was ftill 
on the fcas j that crowned with viftory at 
Cadiz, his valour had only been furpaOed 
by his condu(ft. The fenfation this news 
eKcitcd, rendered me fcnfible of the preci-» 
pice on which I ftood, and thanking Hea- 
ven moft devoutly for his abfence, I ac- 
knowledged in it my fafcty. 

The 
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The few friends fortuoe had left ftic, 
welcomed my return with ardor, and in 
their ibciety my fubdued fpirics might 
have found feme nrlief, had 1 been per- 
mitted an unlimited fliare of it^ but 
Lord Arlington faw the world in a dif-. 
fcrent point of view when mingling wich 
it, and at a diftance. The habit of 
being informed of every employment of 
mine he did not wjcncfe,. had now grown 
upon him fo ftfongVy, that h? laid an em- 
bargo on my tiipe, and fuffered none of 
it to be pafled out of. his own houfe, 
without he was of the party. Indigna- 
tion was by nature, the marking feature 
of my loul. Alas, wbac fuffcrings had 
it already entailed upon me 1— This glar- 
ing infult at once (hocked my feelings, 
and (truck at my principles.— Thofc traits 
t)f bitternefs and wildnefe I had drove to. 
obliterate in foiitude and filence, again 
appeared in my charafter. I became 
fullen and impenetrable-»-for my own 
f^ke I forbore violence and error, but I 
no Jongen cared whether I was foppofed 
to do ft.— Perhaps Lord Arlington wjs 

noc 
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jiot To culpable as be ac 6rfl: appeared; 
for the hatred of the Countefs of Eflex ia* 
exorably purfued rae.— From the fatal mo- 
ment when I fainted at Court, (be believed 
herfelf licenfed in her injurious furmifcs : 
they had long known no bounds, and ex* 
pe&ing her Lord home daily, (he by re- 
mote and artful infinuations poifoned the 
mind of nfiine, to fecure her from aay dan^ 
^er (hould tffcK arrive. 

Weak and misjudging woman ! — had 

ihe generoufly fympathized in the cruel 

^events which robbed me of happincft, 

•to caft it away on her, my melting heart 

would have fpent its lad breath in wifh- 

ing that happincfs perpetuated. The 

pureH mind alone attrafls the venom of 

the worlds as the ether the vapours of the 

^arch; but like thar^ unlefs agitated to 

9 ftorm it foon recovers its clearnefs, and 

infenfibly returns in bleffir^gs the groflT- 

ttefs it exhaled. Far from meditating any 

injury to the Countefs of Eflbc, I rc- 

fpcfleJ too much the peace of her huf.- 

band's mind voluntarily to recall to his re- 

mcmbrancc^ 
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membrance^ a wretch born but to de^ 
ftroy it. 

Ncvcrthdcft, I did not think virtue 
hcrfelf would refufe mc one little fatis- 
faftion, I could not but defirc; a pifture 
t)f thcftorming of Cadiz had been drawn 
by a Spaniifa painter taken there, and 
fent by Effcx to Lord Pembroke. Among 
the many portraits it prcfcrvcd, his own 
was the moft confpicuous ; and every one 
pronounced it the fineft ever drawn. Ic 
attrafted the curiofity of all ranks of peo- 
ple, and the gallery it was placed in was 
fcarcely ever empty. It was fo much the 
topic of difcourl'e, that falhion mud have 
excited a dcfire in me to fee ir, had my 
heart been uninterefted. Yet the uhrea- 
fonable jcaloufy of Lord Arlington con- 
demned me to filcnce; nor dared 1 pro- 
pofe vifuing Lady Pembroke at this cri- 
fis, left the defirc ftiould be conftrued 
into a proof of mental guilt. My nature 
fpurned at the conftraint to which I found 
^Tiyfclf fubjcdled; and my amiable friend 
C^carful that J fliould fuffcr in * my m^ 

tcllcclj 
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'telleds more fevtrdf for the fclf denial^ 
than I poffibly could for the indulgence) 
f^lanned a meibod by which (he thought 
.«he ill-cfFedis of either guarded again(h 

The Queen gave an emertainment tt 
<xfeenwich, on the marriage of one of 
Jier favorites^ to ^hich ihe invited the 
whole Court; and a variety of mafque^^ 
«nd other entertainments were projeftcd.-^ 
Lady Pembroke could not difpenfe with 
-tippcaring there, nor could Lord Arling- 
ton. Convinced that he muft for once be 
fafely abfent, Ihe propofcd calling in her 
-barge ere fhe went to Greenwich^ and 
conveying me to her houfe, where fin: 
<ould leave me in the gallery, with or^ 
ders to her fervants to attend me home 
whenever I plcafedi 

In this projcdl there was nothing dif- 
honourablc or unfafc ^ and I embraced it 
readily. Lord Arlington, I knew, was 
to be at Greenwich in the morning, as 
the bridegroom was his relation, and 
I waited for the appointed moment with 
an impatience thole only tvho live like 
. Vol. n. U mc 
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me whole years upon a iook can judge 

Lady Pembroke executed tbis defigii 
with as much facility as ffae had formed it ; 
«nd palling on Co Greenwich^ committed 
me to the care of her family, who were 
told that it was my intMtioii to copy a 
beautiful drawing of thpit Lady, fixed 
tip in the gallery. How difdainflil of 
myftery is a truly nobte foull I ftopt 
Ihort on ihe threQiold, sikI coujd I with- 
out fingularity ha^e vcnt43jred imme^- 
ately to return, I had no( eotcred the 
houfc. It was lilent and foJitary; all bu£ 
ihe inferior domeftics having followed ei- 
ther their Lord or Lady^ Thefervaots 
nyho conduced me locked the door by 
which i entered, to guard me from in- 
truders, ^0 whom this pifluje had accus- 
tomed them.— Ah^ how lively was my 
^snocion, to behold th^ features indelibly 
impreJOTcd on n>y he^rt, peipetuated with 
almo^ the fame (Ireagib and truth! la 
the a<a of wrefting a fword (ibe inSamed 
eye of him who held it, Ihewcd had a 

mamenc 
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tnti^mbAt befbre been poiftttd at the Eng^ 

K^ GthirsJrs hoCom) Etkx proudly 

te^kidd dbwn on the fiarrbuhdfng Spm^ 

mrdst #hofe impaffioned ^Ouits fQppIi« 

cated fi^r the life of bi^ who had thus 

^tmmtMtilf attacked the c6n<|ueror.— ^ 

•• Ab, tfcSTTch, cried I feaifWIy burfting. 

imb t^rs, havfe I thui long dreUmt of 

g^(if y i— Hbnor -^ imhrditaliif — » fvot^conffii^ 

dcred the dftngfers try whieh chdii Mdft 

a*%tiirc them r^i-^" Waftc not thofe 

^ciot^ geM$ oh fenfelefs cenva$^ faid tt: 

Vbicfc lo whith my hfeart iflraa born tovi- 

brrfcci-^-^beKoia thy E&x himfelf^. thf 

faithful Eflfei;, as truly thinc^ as whcit 

tb?S foft hand Urft retuf n%d his ardfcnr 

pttfibri.*^— i-i^Alas, hiy fiflcr, what a vi* 

ciMcfrdfc bf powerful ehibtions took ppf* 

ft^ffion* of friy fouH ahd fct ewry feature 

k ah crcnt 'fo unexpedled ! Fear an* 

horror were however prevalent, and fcenn* 

ed c6 cItecK the f^cctnefe of again be- 

holding 'him ; for though my eyes fur* 

veyed his form, my heart for the fir(t 

lime fcertird to (hut him our, and fold 

' - U 2. itfclf 
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kfelf up io utecr darknefs.— ^< You fpeali 
Dor» my beloved,, ^ddcd he, ph, fatisf)i 
my agoDissed hearr, and Ht me think 
you know mcrf^-^" Know you? Ah, 
EiTex, faltered I, r^doublii^ tpy tears» 
can aught biit the grave obliterate tbofe 
features from cny memory ?«-< — Perhaps 
even that wants the pi^wer'^but a thou- 
fand namelefs miferies make me Airinlc 
from the moment—make my terriEed 
ibu) fhrink evrn from you/'-— *^ CqU 
)e^ yqurfelf, my worfliipped EUinoc^ 
refumed be^ believe me I come not an 
a^tfui^ black feducer-— chance^ and chance 
only has .crowned wilhes fo long fub«- 
mitted to your will. It would not fu£fec 
thofe facrcd iOghs to become common, 
air,, tbofe lovely teaps to fall upon the 
earth ; it fent me here to profit by indul* 
genres you were willing to bellow on 
my Ihadow/*— -**^ If I with-hold them 
from yourfclf, returned ly endeavouring 
to colled my fluttered thoughts^ impute 
it not to my will,, but to the over-ruling^ 
fate which has torn us from each other. 

-Oh^ 
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^Ob, Eflex, let us not venture once to 
look behind, but coafider only the pre**' 
ijpnt— the time, the place, the perfon^ 
would ftamp me with ignominy if dilco* 
vered, and dcftroy the only pride, the 
only coniblacion fortune has left me.-« 
I have k)0g cealed to live to the world, 
^d to myfelf i but to iny God> and you, 
I yet owe an exertion of the principle^ 
he gave, and yoq called into adion/'-^ 
I rofe deeply difordercd, and auempte4 
u^ draw away my hand;, but bis firmer 
nerves obftinately retained the tregiUing 
priit^er; and my heart being unabl^ t9 
cefift his piercing folicitatipns for a few 
Qiinutes,, I fat down once more witl^ 
hini by my fide.— Good Heavens, while 
I relate this it appears a mere vifion !-«• 
Did 1 really fee Effcx 2— Were my fcnfes 
really revived by that voice ib long fpr« 
gotten, except when fancy recalled it?—* 
Ah r I have had but too fad a convidlion 
that this has been, however firange and 
impoffible it appears.—** Wrong mc not 
with fuppoling I would entrap you, mj 

fweet 
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Wrtt l»V»i nSd hr, I am crUn Aow ar& 
ifVfl in Engiknct} nor did ) forefee when 
[ yiekfed to piqiit In i fecret titutn^ tiow 
Sf\»lt a hUppiii^tk i (botitd erffure to m^* 
l^^dirgulled t>iA thfc injofticc of tlie 
foacing Qtkeen, (wlro has gractd Hbv/ard 
K^ith chi Uunrils i^n by mt) I i^lved to 
zM my frichdfs ftcrtdy together, and 
Pcnibrolt* i^ jutt goni to colka thctfi— 
It mJdmghc M are to \nilct here, arid agree 
to tbi mj ffl6ll likdy to t)i^n1(b he^ lin^ 
ftdr diecffidn* By k hiappihefi iA nhy for* 
fane, AAgiftAbd by l^ilm, ^iird unfoi^efeefr 
hf ihyfelF, Wb >0iralked in fYiis gili«ry #hild 
tbwfuftirfg, and when left ^!ohb, the fa- 
frgut of my jourtic^ thade -rric ihrow my* 
felf on the tcAaA ih yon wihdb*, And 
draw the curtain to indulge thi drowTi- 
htk V\rith which I was fciied. How fwect- 
Ty Was my flurfiber diftu'rbed, by her *^[io 
has broken So many with forrow \ Dear 
was the furprize with which I faw her 
enter J I faw the careful fervant^ as if ac- 
tuated by love, cnclofc her, and rctrrc. 
Entranced with a plcafurc which almoft 

cook. 
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^ook from me the power pf i«K>tiftB, I 
4)ehdd ber lovely eyes Excd qn my in^Air 
-mate portrait. . I faw, or rather 1 felCt 
(he teiukr e^preflioiis her 4ing^4rdc4 ^\4 
uttered.— What dreary ages b^v^ clapfed 
iincc my eyes have been thus permitiicd 
€0 £x thexnfelves on hjt^rs-rfince io this 
dear hand I graiped the ble/Tmg (hat was 
to have given value, as well as happineia 
so my future life.**-—** Alas, my Lord^ 
fefumed I, recolleA that thofe pieafaot 
<}ays, thofe flattering hopes, thofe dear 
wi/bes, a higher power has annihilated :~ 
nor while the tic which robbed yay of this 
trembling hand fubfifts, can I fujETcr it to 
be thus preflcd io yogrs. Yet recoljcd^ 
at the fame nfjom^nt, the influence you 
ftill have oft^r my heart— an influience 
virtue alone contefts wiih you— Ah, gM- 
lie Effcx, fix not an angry eye uppn p>e-? 
you know not the >vognd you gtve-r* 
the horrors you may occafipn/'-rr-r-The 
wild accent of my voice ftruck cv^n my 
own ear^ and not daring to truft ic with 
another fyllable, I ftrov.e to bury my agi^ 

tacion 
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(atioii and fenfibility lo ilencc— AUsj 
nature was coo highly wrought,— A fuffo* 
cation more painful than fainting enfuedi 
Md agonized with furprize^ tendernefsi 
and fear, Eflex would have called loudly 
for aOiftance. I retained juft fenfe enough 
to prevent him, and throwing open a 
window, he then fought to recover me 
by vows of implicit obedience. My fa-&r 
culties were almoft reftored, when a noife 
at the door made me wi(h theoi for evec 
annihilated. No longer able to confider 
the juft or proper, I threw myfelf for 
flieher into thofe arms that gladly open^ 
€d to receive me, and buried my /ace 
in the fattin cloak of Eflcx. The voic<t 
I dreaded rufhed upon my ear, and in^ 
creafing my terror, caufed me to grafp 
my fafeguard more clofcly.— A danger 
too preflTing for apologies obliged that 
generous lover to throw md from hioi. — 
I opened my fearful eyes, foon fixed by 
horror^ to behold the fwords of Lord 
EffcK and Lord Arlington pointed at 
aach othct's bofoms/ Why did not my 

frail 
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frml $M mmg reaiba at chis periloku-s 
i?90nmBt fori^ mtt A)a^> I was never 

49are. fenfiWe of a^f>y siik) cerrer ( f 
tJiought nhc cry i fcnc forih muft be mor^ 
taJ, bet perce»Ti0g it infuffi<kr>c cither «y 
kMwfi or prevent the W©€idy confi\&, I 
llaited'up, aad forcibly 0ung myfelf bcr*^' 
twecn their fwords : that of my fceffeandf' 
pierced my flioulder, while his more fkiU 
ful adverfary wounded and difarmed him* 
Inured to every kind of mifcry, fave this^ 
I beheid my ftreaming blood with a dif- 
inay unknown before, and from the 
faintnefs'it occafioned, nev^r doubted but 
that I approached the period fo often 
wiftied for, and pronounced myfclf dy- 
ing :— Then raifing my eyes to the pale 
ftatue of Effex, who rcfting on the two 
fwords, hung in filent agony over me, I 
adjured him to vindicate my fame, and 
befceching the Almighty to receive my 
guiltlefs fpirir, and crown his future days 
with that honor and happinefs I alone 
had interrupted, I turned towards the er- 
ring wretch befide me, with whofe flow- 
VoL. II. X ing 
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